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March 27, 1961 



^ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am in possession 0^2. publication which describes a school 
by the name of "The Hi gi lander Folk School" in Tennessee. This 
publication also-stc tL e s lliat Ll ur s choo l was established in 
September 1932, by Horton and Donald L. West, a Georgian with 
a long record of affiliations with Communist -front groups. 

1 I ^ would very much appreciate all information the FBI may be at 
liberty to give regarding this school, its teachers and its 

purpose. 

This publication also states that this school has continued 
under close surveillance by the FBI therefore I presume you 
may have some report available to the public. 



My very sincere thanks. 



Yours ve 
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I have received your letter dated March 27, 
1961 , and the interest which prompted your comauni- 
cating with me is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning organizations, publications 
or individuals* I am sure you will understand the 
necessity for this policy and will not infer that 
our files do or do not contain the information you . 
desire. . \ >/ _,,../ 

In view of your interest in the internal 
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security of the United States, I am enclosing some 
literature which you may wish to read, 55 ■ 

Sincerely yours. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : v 

Bufiles contain no identifiable references to T 
correspondent* '*."'..■-■' 

The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been the 
subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist 
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee 9 
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations 
have not been substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of 
the numerous communist affiliations of personnel affiliated 
with the HFS, The Bureau has not investigated this organi- 
zation, (61-7511-266, 2*7) 

The following items of literature are being sent 
to correspondent: ■* ■ -: 

1. "One Nation's Response to Communism* 

2. "Communist Target - Youth" 

3. "Communism and the College Student* -~ 

4. "The Communists Are After Our Minds* 
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Director, FBI (61-7511) 



t>AC # Knoxville, (61-12) 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGI^, TENNESSEE 
IS - C 



datb: 6/22/61 



Enclosed Is original and lour copies of 
letterhead iemo pertaining to Highlander Folk School 
reflecting the latest legal action and decisions con- 
cerning the suit filed by the State of Tennessee against 
this school. This »eao is being forwarded for completion 
of Bufiles. 
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The Chattanooga News- Free Press , Chattanooga! 
Tennessee, a daily publication, In the issue of April 5, 
x^SI, reported that on April 5, 1961, the Tennessee Supreme 
Court upheld the revocation of the Highlander Folk School's 
general welfare charter and ordered the operating corporation 
dissolved. It was reported that the Supreme Court's deci- 
sion meant that it must shut down operations unless it gets 
a stay order from the State Court in order to further appeal 
its case to the U. 8. /Supreme Court* 

The school's charter was reported revoked on 
two grounds: BYLESJJJORTON, Director and founder of the 
adult education institution, operated the school for his 
own personal gain; Intoxicating beverages were sold illegally 
on the school premises* 

It was reported that the Tennessee Supreme 
Court did not consider the 1902 State Segregation Law, stating 
that it sot necessary for them to pass upon the Constitu- 
tional question as to the mixing of white and colored male 
and female in the same school, since Highlander had violated 
other state laws* '' ■*;■■ '•-;-:■'-*■,■ ..'■- , .; ■>:'■■ -*.'■--■' 
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HIGHLANDER FOUL SCHOOL 

The case was first tried in February, I960, 
at which time the local State Court ordered the revocation 
of the charter and the corporation dissolved, but allowed 
the school to operate pending the outcome of an appeal. 

The Knox vi lie Hews- Sent ine I , Knox vi lie, Tenn- 
essee, a daily publication, in issue May 5, 1961, reported 
that the Tennessee Supreme Court had denied a petition to 
re- hear the controversial Highlander Folk School case. It 
was reported that in asking for a re-hearing, attorneys for 
Highlander had argued the charter was revoked simply because 
it was an integrated institution. 

The article reported that the State Supreme 
Court in a recent opinion ignored the segregation question 
and said the school should give up its charter because of 
the beer sales and the finding of the jury in regards to 
X7LES HORTCN, Director. 

It was reported that attorneys for the High- 
lander Folk School said they planned to carry the case to 

the 0. S. Supreme Court* 

The Knox vi lie Journal , Knoxville, Tennessee, 
a daily publication, in issue Hay i.1, 1961, reported that 
on May 10, 1961, the Highlander Folk School announced it 
had authorized attorneys to take its charter revocation 
case to the Supreme Court of the United States. They will 
ask the U. S. Supreme Court to hear an appeal of a recent 
ruling by the Tennessee Supreme Court revoking the school's 
charter. 

Director MYLES HORTON reported that meanwhile 
the racially Integrated school is operating as usual and 
i»«t. week was planning a new South- wide Citizenship School 
Program. 
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For your information the Highlander Folk School waa_ 
organized in approximately 1932 and is reportedly supported 
primarily by donations from individuals and labor unions in 
the font of payment* for the students to attend its courses. 
It offers courses of instruction in labor organisation, social 
economics and the general field of labor education* 

Myles Horton was born 7-7-05 at Savannah, Tennessee, 
and attended the Union Theological Seminary, University of 
Chicago and the Cumberland University. He received an AS 
degree at the latter University. Myles Horton became Director 
of the Highlander Folk School in approximately 1937. 
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According to Bureau files the Highlander t Folk School ■' 
nas had Communist Party, (CP), members on Its staff [and has j- 
folloved the practice of welcoming communlsts^as students J $. u £ 
Due to its interracial character It has been the subject of 
numerous past allegations that It represents "the headquarters 
for communism in east Tennessee, These allegations have never 
been substantiated. An investigation was conducted during 
1941-43; however, the reports have never been disseminated 
and contain notes indicating that much of the subversive 
derogatory information contained therein has been repudiated 
by individuals previously furnishing information. 



t 



I 



MO 



L . 



."'jtii-fii Conrod ... 



■■rLrvt-K 




!%/ Tele. F.x 



1 - Foreign Liaison (Route through for review) 




K'.-L ROOM i-W TELETYPE UNIT I— W\rSfA HlMW t-^t * . . 









■ \ - ,''.'/;' - ■'. V". , : ■ -.■.'■''. '■ v-;' '_-'': ; ■"■■''''■ > S - v"^--" >-*/-; ■•' £ ^»£ v'.WV04?*£^>&^^:lij&&^ £'*■ »' - -- u ' 








* 



■• ■■ . ■ Vi 

uegal Attache , Bonn <.„ /" 
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
61-7511 




X 



/ 



CONFIDENTIAL 



"k 1 



In view of the above it does not appear desirable to 
volunteer information concerning the Highlander Folk School and 
Horton to outside agencies. U a request for information |m 
received in this regard, the identifying information la f 
paragraphs two and three may be furnished. The substance of 
paragraphs four and five, however, should only be furnished 
orally, * 
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In view of the controversial nature of the organization 
and Horton and the lack lof subs t ant ia ting .information ^oncerninr 
a negations against them it app.ears_.t hat 
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Memora 

ro : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 



from : SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 
subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
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The Knox vi lie News -Sentinel , Knoxville, Tenn., 
a daily publication, in issue of October 8, 1961, reported 
that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tenn., announces 
plans for a similar school in Knoxville, Tenn., to be located 
in an old apartment building at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville. 
It was reported the Knoxville institution will be a research 
and educational center which "insures the continuation of the 
Highlander idea". It was reported that so far as financially 
possible, the Knoxville school will take over the previous 
educational program of the Monteagle School if the latter 
is forced to close. 

News media have reported the U. S. Supreme Court 
refused to hear the appeal^ of th e Highlander Folk SchooJ^from 
the decision of the Tennessee Courts and f ound tfct L , Highlander 
v iolate dlcr "i mi na 1 laws-of li'he s tsifelkndlT Evok ed th e s chobl • s 
c harter . H0RT0Nj__duringjthe state trial, was~accused oT 
operating ..the iTchooi-for persojiaXISengfi t, "and "it was al leged 
beer was illegally sold on the gro unds. 

In the news article of October 8, 1961, it was 
reported that the State Charter for the Knoxville School was 
issued on August 28, 1961. 

MEMPHIS DIVISION, at Nashville, Tenn., will, 
through appropriate state offices, verify the reported charter 
of the Knoxville institution and will obtain from the charter 
records the purpose of the school, date charter granted, list 
of directors and officials and any other pertinent data 
available in such files. It is requested that this information 
be furnished to the Knoxville Office. 
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T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee t<r$^ 
investigate Foundations and Other Organizations, which <> 
committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews 
with various witnesses including BUDENZ. The Bureau furnished 
conies of this memorandum to the New York Office by letter 
dated 2/24/53, entitled, "USE OF BENEVOLENT TRUST FUNDS, 
PHILANTHROPIC AND ELEEMOSYNARY INSTRUCTIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE 
PROGRESS OF SUBVERSIVE GROUPS; IS - C". 
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The October 13, 1962 issue of the Knoxville Journal , 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, 
contained an article captioned "Highlander Alters Policies*;. 
This article read in part as follows; ^ ; 
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"Highlander Folk School, noted for Its pro- , 
Communist leanings, has changed emphasis from . 
education of whites to accept integration to : '■<. -*J ■;■ 
agitation by a few Negroes in stirring up racial r ^ 
trouble by siting and the like, it was learned 
yesterday. 
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This was\The gist of a speech given this * - 
week by Myleslkorton., Highlander, director, to a group 
of 11 supporters of Rev . Maurice^UcCracken in Cina. g/>J 
cinnat-L*. McCracken is a presbyier-ian -minister , under ^ 
suspension, who was the treasurer of "Operation -.***'■ -■''."' 
Freedom", for "Tent City" in West Tenjofiasee. a few.';^ ^ 
months ago. He has a community church in Cincinnati. 
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Highlander has been operating here at 1625 „ .....-, 
Riverside DrJ,ve. It formerly was at Bonteagle ,* ' V ~ ^ 
but was closed there several m ont hs ago by t he ;> f**;^ ■-■ j 
state. After that, Horton and a group obtained J > / 
another charter from the state to function here,' :.'i ';*■/• 

Horton, in his talk, told of a Negro presby- ^ " /;. 
terian Church in Knoxville where the basement -iJ»^*&.£ 
used as a cafeteria and meeting place for Negro J 
students from University of Tennessee, Maryville^ 
College and Knoxville College to plan integration 
activities. Upstairs quarters are used to house- 
Negro speakers who come into Knoxville to speak 
to the groups. ■■" * "*■■ > ' -' 
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Horton also iold of the "difficulties" High- 
lander is having with Knoxville city ordinances passed ■;.:=, 
to specifically hinder operation of the left wing v f ,^V- 
institution. : ■ '*-' " ' :.V' ' 

He told the meeting "a group of labor leaders" r =. 
who helped elect Mayor John Duncan went to the mayor 
to protest the ordinances, but " all they got was lip : . 
service." <■_' - , 
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Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another Govern- 
ment agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, admitted former 
editor of the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper , 
and a former official of the Communist party, advised on November 
21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist, 
but BUDENZ did not furnish further details. 

The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News - 
Sen tinel , a local daily newspaper published at Knoxviiie, 
Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that Highlander 
Folk School had announced plans for a similar school at , : 
Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article 
identified MYLES HORTON as director of Highlander, j. ^ -■ > ^l- ' 
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The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxyille News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on »^P«.*S**. , 
1961, as sets of Highlander Folk school, Monteagle, Tennessee, > 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree ,, v 
alter the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee ... *,-, 
laws and failed in appeals to the. State and unite* States ..* n .■«,.. 

Supreme Courts. " ; •-'■'-"..'• \ ;' - .■''.-.'.«*' ■'.''•i' •:!■'' "•'■'*• v.*s "' ';«■'.'*• •>.•'';''•-• 
The July 8, 1962 issue of the Knoxvllle News-Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on wnicn Highlander ^ 
volk school was formerly located had been sold at public auction 
under Couti decree! The article stated that MYLES HOBTON, . 
Tirlctlr of Highlander during its entire exist ence, has moved 
to Knoxville. Tennessee, and has been granted a State charter 
f or an organi Z a!?on called Highlander .Besearch and Educational 

Center. ...... "... . ''..,. ./.".', ; : '* '.'■'■._ ;\/ " \\ ' - : : 
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uniVEd states department of X££tice 
federal bureau of investigation 



In Reply, PUate Jtyer to " 
FUeNa. 



Knoxville, Tennessee 
October 25, 1962 
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Title HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL '.ft-,'" ;^ : ' 

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND ^ ,. ^ '; ; ;' 

;'' ■ EDUCATION CENTER >- ;;V; ' ^\ -V* ; :-* 

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C. -^ ■ ( - ,_ ? J^l^rlj;'. "' 

Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated : ; -, v 

October 25, 1962, Knoxville, Tenn. ' , 
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\ .>*■-* 



All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable info nuat ion in the past. 



*'u**."-?i-'- 



■■.^:. J " 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ": :.■'*'? ' : ^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED '4^ ^ -^ 
DATE^j£M_BY^E& 
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ENCLOSHBE 



Thi* document contains oilthtr r*comm*ndatton« nor conclusions of th* FBI. It !■ the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and its content* are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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(HE 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



FBI ■>'- l '-,rV ****'' **'-■'.'■ | ',^?*t--rZ% ' '■ 



Via 



AIRMAIL 




or corfej 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
FROM: ^WSAC, KNOKVILLK (61-12) ; 

Highlande r foi* s choo l ,„.... ... v . 

— rs-^~c ' - 







INFORMATION CONCERNING 
RACIAL MATTERS 



By 



Re Knox vi lie teletype 6/20/63. 






J 



i & 



% 



Enclosed are the original and seven copies of 
a letterhead memorandum bearing the caption, "HIGHLANDER 
FOLK SCHOOL, INFORMATION CONCERNING, RACIAL MATTERS". 

No local dissemination to intelligence agencies 
has been made by the Knoxville Office. 

As the Bureau is aware the Knoxville Office is 
making no Investigation of the Highlander Folk School ;; . 
pursuant to Bureau instructions. The sourcereferred to 
in enclosed le tterhea d memorandum is | BL^rTf? 





ML 






«:Fi 



KX T-2 is the House of Representatives Select^ 
Committee to investigate Foundations and Other Organlza- *a 
tions, which committee advised the Bureau by memorandum >\ ^ 
reflecting interviews with various witnesses, including ' 
BUDENZ. rfl&V^ JU 

r S)- Bureau (Enclosures - 8) (RM) 



Knoxville 



1i':2llt£ 



0F— r ------ 

f c'nTsnaj] > 



Approved: jfSjUlfi f 
**" Special Agent' in 



>gent' in Charge 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another 
government agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCld BUDENZ, . 
admitted former editor of the Daily Worker , an East Coast 
Communist newspaper , and a former official of the Communist 
Party, advised on November 21, 1952, that the Highlander 
Folk School was pro-Communist, but BUDENZ did not furnish 
further details. 

The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knox vl lie 
News-Sentinel , a local daily newspaper published at 
Knox vi lie, Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that 
on December 16, 1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, 
Monteagle, Tennessee, were auctioned by the State of Tennesee 
under a court decree after the school was convicted of 
violating three Tennessee laws and. failed in appeals to the 
State and U. S. Supreme Courts. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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CHANGED TO 



OCT 29 1964 
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Copies of i»y letters In this regard are also attached, 
*s* fc£ yon *iil note, each letter trcaenxdttad a leaflet «>niapi£pi ** 

Sl&^^Sf i¥* ** <*iaw pirportecUr *» attawhacc at * lu&laarat ^ 

m^&mder 3foHc School ov^r ffeoXabor Cay veefead la 10*7 and rejected late 





BBf*--,"^, 9 


^^g§5^ii 


3&?'* v * A. 


eflSflwtai ^ 


ife^^ 


tfettt -'Imji 


^SHHjS^-*' 


vtt3fiao 


UBgrt 







^'i^.>«,^ 



--«*;- 



'**>■» 



"Hi* *"'*-■ 



Ia^rxaatloa coaccralcs tfce school and doee identl&ed in the leaflet 






'SM 



nr- —- «w^wauwa w^n-uuy uw scotch ana woee i&mmi-m in toe leaflet vita 'S' :V -J 

^p*~/^rj^rry, *,atxsy V*iIUasns, and^ylcs Eortoa— wa* f unshed to y^lfrSill 
l:tt^r ested ^SSy 17# 1SSS, c^tioaed "fcarttn Latter £!*&, Security Katter-C, Xadlt^ 






"f* ■ »« * » ■■ * Bt •■■ 



*fcr year A&SUenal inroraatloa, nswijkps* article* laScatc Out tho Qmr 
« *- ^ JS ^^l ^^ jgjbg teddatiTO larsatlgaaiag tea? oT fee 
SajJIa; "Yeifa psto-ra^lier* §to the tabor fcjy. 1957, 

•mtear ** Cuf Mff lander Fog^So^ grgorfea? took botti still and mottoa 
pictures of tha IE3H2SE anii acttyiu&a there oa that occasion, Hie Commte&oi 
pfflEtihA those photographs In a large folder and Is known to bate circulated 



v : MAILED a 



I the Labor Day acetl^W^^^,-** 
Eeny, te Interna In the %&skixr 





\v 



See mwnbrSmitt to'su?I?4n, 7/1^63, re^BQWfiffra - 
NATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON & CONGRESSNtAK 
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CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL " 

aab "3 *' a f ^■v: > L'-s^"^^^-,Vv^^*%5|i^^^^^? 

tmn E NOTE (fli PAGfi TWO Iffi, 
J" ftflaB CI,A<gttFICATION e 
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■wrWj.tSJg^?S!B£- 




IW 



. _tda Capital itiw'RfjPttc^ „ „ w 

l&rtla ic&u- Eaag aa statics mat id* *Ojr *Mt to Ue fi^Mn&r * v «. ^~~*. , 
tor ft *£2ed* ke te<2 iaa<fe sit tfci £*toaT» Istb AoOtcraury celpfcrftttoa tt ItMf? 

^rtt, at Ifts«t4tf|g4r*9 Jfc* S*&at* Cteirdtfeq Wt^iS wc#c8[; 




NOTE: This letter is clas&fled ConMential since it contains informatica 

. ;^.; furnished from oonMential^nWmants whose revelation could jS 

cause harm to the national defense. ^■^■£^-?p:^&^y**^^ 
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July 10, 1963. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED V k 
DATE r?lytet BY^ PgggJ o^ 



.>", 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 

After a telephone conversation with the local agent, yester- 
day, I concludotf^that, to be safe, ltd write you regarding a 
document on the ^ftighlander Folk S chool; Communist Training 
School, Mont eagle, xenn, wnich 6ame~"Into my possession as 
stated below and the advisability of showing it to friends and 
acquaintances. I am active in politics. 

This document seems to be particularly appropiate at this time, 



7 




Human Events was a publication subscribed for. In one issue there 
was a paragraph to the effect that a document was circulating 
in Washington, that was causing comment. This could be obtained 
free of charge by writing to the Georgia Commission on Education, 
",30 Agriculture building, 19 Hunter Street, S. W., Atlanta 3, 
Georgia. This I did and in return I received this 4 page spread 
with text and pictures of this school. Editorial comment to the 
effect: "On the preceeding pages you have seen pictures of the lead- 
ers of every major race incident in the South from ^ay 1954 until , 
the time of this meeting, Labor' Day, 1957 Week-end (August 30,31 
and September l f 2)_*****HHH** All or any part of this folder may be 
reproduced by any person or organization with or without credit 
b-iing given to this Commission- t! 

Georgia Commission on Education -''■:■ 
Governor Marvin Griffin, Chairman; 



:. V. Williams. Jr., 
TV " / ] \J/ 

therMjHngy 



v "* rns d*! y _4 L ~~ "' — ~ J " — J 

icest 



Martin Luther^lHng,' Rev. Alfe rriathytire among many others pictured 
There are "also numerous referencesto the activities of the N. 



A. 



A. C. ?• In view of what is going on now, 
reliable information, seems useful today. 



this folder with its 



I shall be grateful for any advice you can £l7JU(rofg jg^ 
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i^es*?^: 
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July 16, 1963 



' ""' ■ ■". ». **:*.,»■ ■ - 



"' y- ■ :^fc 






Toar letter of July 10th has been received. 



m 

hS 

o 



With respect to your inquiry , the FBI, being an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, neither makes 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 
ol any organization, publication or individual. In addition, informa- 
tion in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I am, therefore, unable to comment in the 
manner you suggested. I hope you will understand my position. 



■*- 



MAILEQ S 

'"VI G 1S53 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
0. Edgar Hoover HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED 



DATE^2KM_BY^S 

John Edgar Hoover ' ' JQS'S'J 

Director • '.,-" ■,'■■'■--.:. ■■- 
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NOTE: No record of correspondent In Bufiles. 
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Evan* __ 



JV (^continued on next pa^ , g ^ „ 3 ^ j 




\.J^ 



.^ 



Trcftw 

HoIdips ♦^-~ 
Gandy 



/ 



EEjpC "!L2 

ZZT MAIL ROOM CZ1 TELETYPE UNIT! I 



c^^l 



*V 



- ■vt.-?* *^<pi»?vi ■*."«■- 



-*** 



:( 



.■'i'y*^-y ■ r 



k ;.-.*•$,■**: 



£J:'?*~ < 'fi£ 


1^8 


mm 


By 


pif 


E|| 



-^ 



r ^ 



a 1 *t5' . / 



*- .*^- ?*4gjj*fc; v 



: : -vsr-w 



V"*;\ : -.-:r'*r:.,. • The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been the subject I*J 
of numerous allegations that it is communist sponsored and a ■■vy.;-^«:'v ; 
communist headquarters in eastern Tennessee. These allegations > v ; 
are due primarily to its racial character. The allegations have not *'".■*" 
been substantiated; however , the Bureau is aware of numerouA^^vW;^ . * 
communist affiliations of personnel associated with HFS. : ;. '■* '■'_;_' ^ .' " \ : 
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WARREN C. MACNUSON, WtlH. CHAIRMAN 



• 



/ Ohrl O. PASTO^C, R.I. ^ 

'; :. k;::c vir asucv. okla. 

STROM THUBKONO, S-C. 
FHANK J. LAUSCHE, OHIO 
ruLrn YAffCORCiIGH, TCX. 
CLAIR ENC.LE, CALII-". 
C. L. BAflTLETT, ALASKA 
VANCE HAP.TKC, 1MO. 
CaLC «V, MCCCe, WTO. 
PHILIP A. MART, MICH. 
HOWARD W. CANNON, tSW. 



MORRIS COTTON, J 
THRUSTON a. ! 
HUOH SCOTT, TA 
WINSTON X.. RROtHCfVT. 
i. 0UNN MALI-, MO. 



\ 



IHtntieb £>iaie* J&tnale 

COM M ITTEE ON COM MCMCE 



KOWAftO AAMJUTT, CHIEF CLXRX 



V ' 

July 16 , 1963 



MrTTolsoii tV' 

Mr. Belmonr 
.Mr. Mohr 
I Mr. Casper— _ 
■Mr. Callahan' . ,.y 

Mr. Cqfrad>£_ 
■Mr.nJ4i«h_ 

Mr. Sollivirti^ 
Mr. Tavcl_2L' 
Mr. Trotter ' "' 
Tele. *™r* 

Miss Holmea_ SI 
Miss G*ndy__ 



I 



h 



Dear Mr. Director: 

I am enclosing a leaflet which was include ft .in th e official J 
hearing recorft on S. 1732, the Administration's Public Accommo- H 
ftl™ Civil Eights hill. > It was submitted hy the Governor^ \ 
olmssissippi, foss Barnett, as_part_of .his statement^ demon- ^ 



strSe tnat S; recent racial demonstrations in the South 
elsewhere are inspired and organized hy communists. 

Could you at the earliest possible time advise me of the 
authenticity of the picture, the status of the organization 
printing it (the GeoLia Commission on Education), the nature 
S character of thUi ghlander F o^School of »,ntea^e_ Tenn. 
as" welTas any other TafWTnarSghtr&Fpertinent in evaluat- 
ing the implications of the material. 

I A reply with the return of the leaflet for inclusion in the 

record would he very helpful. My thanks in advance. 



Personal regards. 



^ 



^ 



3 



^ 



Edgar Hoover 



Honorable 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of. Justice 

Washington 25, D. -C. 



Sincerely your 

WARREN G. MAGNUSCS 
Chairman 

I & /> 74 /h. 

NOT RECORDED 
Jg£ JUL 24 1963 
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1 - The Attorney General <li% 



1 - The Deputy Attorney General I*>^*££', 
1 - Mr. %rfce Marshall &r&m - 

" AssistotAttor^ytp^^ 

N OTEf- Address<per Special Correffopndent^ list Be cSnlo 
," — ^T T ta&ijltiw datel 7/1S/63 r^HSQUfcSTS^ROM SENATOR 
to} MfcREtf G/MAGNUSON A1TO (X>NG^^ 
**-■. , 'J! COHELAN CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGKX3DN.J 
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( UNITED STATES GOVERNlf*NT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. W. C. Sulli 
R. W. Smith 






date: 



REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNU 
AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN 
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION 



Reference my memorandum dated 7/18/63, captioned as above, whii 

acknowledged receipt of letters and enclosures from Senator Magnuson and C£^ 

Congressman Cohelan and informed them that their requests are being forwarded v*) 

to the Attorney General for his consideration. i 




Senator Magnuson requested information as tojhe authenticity of a 
photograph of Martin Luther King and others taken at thr faghlan der Folk Schcxfl. 
ttie'status of the Georgia Commission on Educatioa.which printed the photograph, 
and information'relating to ^ the" ffighlander_Fol^ School. Congressman Cohelan 
also requested" information Regarding King and the school. 

Information concerning the Highlander Folk School and those in the 
photograph with King— Abner Winston Berry, Aubrey Williams, and Myles Horton- 
was furnished to the Attorney General by letter dated 7/17/63, captioned 
"Martin Luther King, Security Matter-C, Racial Matters." 

The enclosed memorandum contains additional information for the 
Attorney General. 

The Georgia Commission on Education, a legislative investigating body 
of the State of Georgia, sent a photographer to a seminar at the Highlander Folk 
School over Labor Day, 1957, to take still and motion pictures of individuals and 
activities. Later the Commission published these photographs in a large folder. 
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Enclosures «**-<->^r 7-ZS^aS, 



I - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr, Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 



1 - Mr. M.A. Jones 
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5 4 JUL 30 1953 



. M.A. Jones } ? JUL 241963 
i 1 - Mr. Baumgardner *'» 
1 - Mr. Bland _ 
1 - Section tickler . , 
1-| P io 

' •■' •'■;: .83 -tx^ 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Memo Smith to Sullivan 

Re: REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSQN 

AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN 
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION 
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Information in our files shows that Abner Berry, Aubrey Williams, 
and King were present at this Labor Day seminar at the school. King was quoted 
by a press service on July 13, 1963, as having admitted that he attended the 25th 
anniversary celebration of the school in 1957 and that the picture of him was 
apparently taken during this visit. 



RE COMMENDAT ION: 



That the enclosed letter be sent to the Attorney General. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 




= W. C. Sullivan-. 

7&F 



1 - Belmont 
1 - Mohr 
1 - DeLoach 
date: 7/18/63 

MTlKFORMATION CONTAINED i - Evans 
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:R. Ho smithHi^EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED * 



subject: REQUESTS FROM SENIOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON 
MD CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN - 
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION 



1 - Sullivan 
1 - Jones 
1 - Baumgar 
1 - Bland 
1 - Sectio 




Jnl 

By letter dated 7/16/63, Senator Magnuson enclosed a leaflet (?hW..f 
containing the photograph of Martin Luther King and others at what was '!*'^- 
described as a "Communist Training School* 11 ' Senator Magnuson requested 
informat^?) concerning the authenticity of the photograph, information «. 
| as to the Highlander Folk School where the photograph was allegedly taken, \J 
\ and the status of the Georgia -Commission. .on. Education which printed the TAt 

u " fUt ^ " v < MMP~-' <i»P\ 



Cohelan 



By letter dated 7/15/63, with a similar enclosure, Congressman 

requested information regarding King and the school. ** 

|\ 
It is believed that these requests, which are similar in nature ^ 
I to the previous request of Senator Monroney, should be handled in the same ^ 
; manner by advising the correspondents that because of Departmental policy v£ 
' their requests are being forwarded to the Department for its consideration. ' 
* Enclosed for that purpo se are separate letters to Senator Magnuson and ^ 
Congressman Cohelan. ■■■■^^^^■i^^^^^^M^^^Mi^BM^^^B^^^^^^^^^B^^ 




By .separate cosaunjLc^t^on. the Attorney General is being 
r : vvrichzd cr.c copy each of correspondents 1 letters, enclosures, and our 
* replies e We are also furnishing pertinent information and calling 
; attention to the data previously submitted to' him regarding this matter 
. contained in the Director's letter to the Attorney General dated 7/16/63. 

RECOI^g-NDATION : " ) ^/"~ _jj^ 

" NOT RECORDED^ » JUL *X 1963 , 
That the enclosed letters t|89simt2ti01 9Sena tor M agnus qn an d ;V 
Congressman Cohelan. / ~ ' ■ .^f/I \ 
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Senate group to quiz 
FBI, RFK on clai 
mixes Re3-Mspired 




WASHINGTON, July 

[gislation have challenged] 

itions are "largely 

uen. a. "S. mfce 
|ould be asked for any inft 



POTOM 
OFFBEAT 

Peter Latvford and friends 
give movieland lingo 
to New Frontier' 

News Washington Bureau : 

WASHINGTON, July 13— President Kennedy _ 
many friends— and a brother-in-law, Peter Lawford- 
among the Hollywood contingent, ind that may exph 
the liberal use of movieland explosions by New Fr< 
tiersmen. § 

For instance, before Kennedy went fo Europe, administrat 
planners drew up not an itinerary but 4 scenario. Thus there 
the "Germany scenario,'* the "Dufaft scenario" and so *■ 

Sacs show bis tennlatlegy it net Just as example «f i 
tary UfhtheaHedwM. It fa standard arooad the White „ 
At the height of the raO criafc the other day, as aides 
readying the fisfa room for anteportant statement by the 1 
dent, one could bear suc h cm Tm "dear the set, dear the set 

CeremorfkiPlusines* tough , >. 

IT WAS A COOL morning for Washington in July, but , 

Sen. Eugene McCarthy, D-lOnn., almost yawned a greeting 
newspaperman. ' 

was he so slaepy? A heavier than usual 




.-*e? 



Senate work. Irs this 



BY NEIL GOBBJDE ' - 

Supporters of President Kennedy's civil rights 

Southern governor's claim that current Negro dem- 

nunist inspired." - : ,,;,.; 

DOkla., said the Federal Bu ies m o f fnreatigatjfltt 

lation it has relevant to the statement of Gov. Boss 

Barnett of Mississippi Fri- 
day in testimony before the 
Senate Commerce Commit- 
tee. 

Under questioning by Sen. Ei. 
Bartlett, D-Alaska, Barnett con- 
ceded be had not talked with any 
FBI official to back up bis claim 
that leaden of the FBI" believe 
the demonstrations follow a Com- 
'munist pattern. 

1 Barnett also gave me commit. 
tee a photograph which be said 
was taken at "a Communist train- 
ing school" and snowed a group 
that included Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Negro integration leader. 

In New York, King commented 
that Barnett's claim of a Com- 
munist link with Negro demon- 
strations or with the school 
where the picture was taken were 
"utterly ridiculous and falacious." 

The school is the Highland Folk 
School at Mont Eagle, Tenn, 

One man in the picture with 
King was Abner W. Berry, wbnm 
Barnett said was a member «f. 
the central commHtes of 8» 
Communist Party. 

Sen. Philip A. Hart, DJfich, 

COnUDCflEftQ* 

1 am f or chrfl rights. I would 
walk with Martin Luther in^g I 
hope tfaa> doesnt make me sus- 
pect" ■ ' '- ' . 

Sen. Warren G. y»gw^ffl n. ly 
Wash., said the picture would 
be brought to the attention «f 
Atty. Gen. Bobert F. Earned?. * 

Magnuson, chairman at ftf 
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>, i»c., lit f f ttsftbsf «f Mt it fir S«*tl ftr lit ttdmlst #iW 

«|1« K trttt, «fter« •< MlsW«»itr Ittl Sclttl ftl Cettnti^ 
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Cull aii as 
Cc-./oH _ 

D.Loach 

Evana , . 

Gale ___ 
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I received your letter of July 15, 1963, with 
enclosures, and I want to thank you for your kind prayers. 

Although X would like to be of service, the FBI 
being an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
I am unable to be of help in this instance and I hope you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating ' 
to the subject of your inquiry. : ^ -..* &■'■.■ x 
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^MAILED 25 

JUL£ 21963 

CD MM-gffl 




Sincerely yours, • 

ff. Edgar Hoover * 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOffe: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk 
_J3cht5gl (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a 
"communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee, 
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been 
substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliation* 
ol personnel af filia t ed with the HFS. The Bureau has not investteatedjhii 

organizatic 

isTHWSBure* 



>r* Martin Luther King pictured at 



Roser> _ 
Sultivm 
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hi'?. K&am" 

i % Hoi Men __ 



the HFS and * feirculax of correspondent's church. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERJ#^NT 

Memorandum 



C 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. De£ofa£h 



date: 7-19-63 



D. C. Morrellf^ 



subject: 





#?C^ 



By letter to the FBI dated 7-15-63 concerning "Reds Jh'Our" 
Capital" and directed to "Gentlemen or Jackasses, " captioned individual 
furnished her views concerning thfr^ ighlander Folk School. She traced ,t 

its history and quoted a Tennessee newspaper article ol 1H39 which s€t ■■." 

out "It is a center, if not the center for the spreading of Communists gjj ' 

doctrine in 13 Southeastern States. " She praises Governor Ross Baraett »~* l 
of Mississippi for his wonderful stand on civil rights and criticizes theLFBfc "■ 
as being ^eak and indifferent. She concurs with Governor Barnett thatJewj* , 
are mostly responsible for our present day ills and refers to Martin feather 
King an<£gthe£s;as "niggers. " In addition to this school, she attacks toe 
NAACP and observes it should be banned from the U. S. and its assetswized. ' 




RE COMM ENDA TION: 

Due to her inflammatory language and unfounded attacks on the 
FBI, this letter should not be acknowledged. 
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UNITED STATES GOVESSfMENT 

Memorandum 

: Mr. 1?. C. Striilja^ 



A 



TO 



date: July 26, 1963 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 



ToUon _ 
B*tnoot . 

Mofar 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DoLoodi 
Evan* _ 
Gal* 



ner >U * - nr - 3Ulilvan 
^(A^l j^l - Mr. Baumgard 




from : Mr. F. J. Baumgard 
xO 

subject: HIGHLANDER RESEAgQl^AND 

jeducSiiMxSSer 
jcnoxville, tennessee 

information concerning 

(internal security) 

A review of the file on the Highlander Research and Education 
Center, f ormerly o pe rated _a s th e Highlander Folk Sch ool at Monteagle, 
Tennessee, has l"e enmad e ' an J Tt is recommended that no security -type 
investigation be conducted since this organization is primarily involved 
as a training ground in the integration movement in the South. It is 
believed, however, that we should obtain the names of all officers, 
teachers and students of this organization so that a check of Bufiles 
can be made. 

The Highlander Folk School was founded in 1932 by Myl es Horto n 
who continues as director of this group and by Donald Lee West 

For was supportea Dy 3oTTaTTo"TI3 01 1 n^r^Wal^^n^iSDorTIuons in the 

form of payments for students attending courses of instruction in labor 
organizations, social economics and the general field of labor education. 
It has had Communist Party (CP) members on its staff and has accepted / 
communists as students. No courses, however, were ever offered in \K 
communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of the School", 

Due to the interracial character of the School, it has been 
the subject of numerous allegations that it represented the headquarters 
of communism in east Tennessee. An extensive investigation was 
conducted in 1941 and 1942 as a result of the allegations. These 
allegations have never been substantiat ed and much of the information 
of a subversive derogatory nature concerning this School was later 
repudiated by the individuals who previously furnished the information. 
No investigation is being conducted, (Concerning this organizations this 
time. Although inquiries havetfbeen made of* the Knoxville Office from 
time to time regarding an investigation of thisZ^rouD Knoxville 



recommended no investigation} ' ^c *> 3<i Li* p} 
61-7511 ^ . M '" 

dfm/f jh (4> ALL INFORMATION CHAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE.i2/^l_BY^S^: 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 

RE; HIGILANDER RESEARCH AND > 

EDUCATION CENTER 

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
61-7511 

On 2/16/60 the charter of the Highlander Folk School was 
revoked by the State of Tennessee as the School was operating "a private 
racially integrated school" in violation of the Tennessee Code Making 
it unlawful to allow white and colored persons to attend the same 
institution of learning. Horton subsequently opened the Highlander 
Research and Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, which continues 
in existence. 

This organization has continuously been involved in the 
integration movement and as a result charges are being continuously made 
that it is "communist." These charges are based mainly on the opinion 
of individuals making the charges that being prointegration is being 

procommunist. 

This organization in June, 1963, was again involved in an 
incident involving the arrest of 28 white and colored men and women 
after a raid on a camp site near Maryville, Tennessee. This camp was 
being operated as a branch of the Highlander Research and Education 
Center and was being used as a workshop to train individuals for the 
integration movement. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached letter to the Knoxville Office be approved 
instructing that the names of all officers, teachers and students 
connected with this organization be obtained in a very discreet manner 
and furnished to the Bureau. No active investigation is to be 
conducted. 
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SAC, Knoxville (61-12) 



AS* Director, FBI (61-7511L- 2X^7 

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
KN0XVILLE 9 TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING \ 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) ■* * 



July 29, 1963 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 * Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. I 
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You are instructed to discreetly obtain the 
names of all officers, teachers and students who aro -v ; 
currently connected with the Highlander Research and 
Education Center for submission to the Bureau. No active 
investigation way be conducted. You should insure that 
obtaining these names does not become a utter of public 
information in your territory. 

This Matter should be handled expeditiously md ' 
the names furnished to the Bureau as soon as possible' *■ 

NOTE : "-.. . t ^ . a ■ ; 

See memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivan, same 
caption, dated 7/26/63, TPR:dfm/fjh. * ' 
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material available for release to you. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




: SAC, Knoxville (Your file 61-12) 



DATE: 6/16/ 63 



: Director, FBI (Bufile and-S€*tarrg2^*5I.Z-237,) 



Room No. 



SUBJECT: 



. HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 



EDUCATION CEatER 







jst in file and 

destroy 0-1 
(For 50G «»« 



| — | 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency. 




| | submitted 

[3T1 will be submitted ReBulet 7/29/63* 



_ □airtel [U letter 

LlJ 2 - Date [J report □ letterhead memo 

□ 3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and when report 
will be submitted — — — — 



□ 4. Status of □ Appeal 



1 1 Inquiry 



| 1 Investigation 



|~~*| Prosecution 



□ airtel □ letter 
□ 5. Submit j—j report Q letterhea d merao 



By. 



SEARCHED IKD^IC 

LlH0.^.,,^lLEp 



M^U^fcJ- */> 3 ^ 
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.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memoranmm 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT 




Director, FBI (61-7511) 



SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (C) 



HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CEHTXR 
INFORMATION CONCERN BIG 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

ReBulet to Knoxville 7/29/63 



date: 



8/13/63 



/** 



/ v^ 



Referenced letter instructed Knoxville to discreetly 
obtain the names of all officers, teachers, and students 
currently connected with Highlander Research and Education 
Center (HREC) . The Bulet instructed Knoxville to conduct no 
active investigation and to insure that obtaining these names 
did not become a matter of public information. 




HREC is located at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and its director is MTLBflt/HORTaN; long-time director 
of Highlander Folk School (HFS) , Monteagle, Tennessee. The 
Bureau is aware that assets of HFS were aucti oned by the State 
of Tennessee in 1961 under court decree after HFS was convicted 
of violating state laws. 

The physical facilities of this institution consist 
of one large former residence and a small adjoining structure. 
MYLES HORTON and his wife reside on the premises and it is be- 
lieved that other persons reside there on a temporary basis 
from time to time. — .. 

On 8/28/61, a State of Tennessee General Welfare 
Charter was issued to HREC, Inc. The incorporators listed 
on the charter are: 



Dr. SCOTT BATES 
MYLES HORTON 
Miss MARY JUSTUS 
Mr. EUGENE KAYDXff 
Miss VERA McCAMPBSUi 
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On 6/11/54, the Bureau Instructed Knoxville to Bake 
no contacts whatsoever at Highlander Folk School, Honteagle, 
Tennessee, and that no discussion, pro or con, should be made 
with any individual regarding this school. 

These instructions were issued following complaints 
against Bureau Agents by MYLES HORTCN. These instructions have 
been assumed to apply to the Highlander Rese arch and Education 
Center, since it appears to be merely a continuation of High- 
lander Folk School under a slightly different name. "**' .* 



For the Bureau's information, HREC is an extremely 
controversial subject in this area and has been the subject 
of numerous articles in one local newspaper ( The Knox vi lie 
Journal ) purporting to show connections between Communism 
and HREC and between HREC and the Presbyterian Youth Center 
at the University of Tennessee. The Knoxville Office fre- 
quently receives Inquiries from persons in various walks of 
life requesting Information re HREC and wanting to know if 
the Bureau is conducting an Investigation of this institution. 
In line with Bureau instructions issued 6/11/54, the Knoxville 
Office makes no comment whatsoever concerning HREC, 
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In the absence of specific Bureau instructions, 
Knoxville will continue to coo ply with Bureau instructions 
Issued 6/11/54 and will not conduct any investigation what- 
soever or attempt to develop any sources to furnish infor- 
mation regarding Kighlander Research and Education Center. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 
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February 20, 196k 



Mr. To! 

Mr. Bri 




MiJ t*'lah«n_ 

Mr. Onrad _ 




f. Oal 



Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sulliv 
Mr. Tavel— 
Mr. Trotter.. 

Mi. Room_ 

Mfc» Holmw 
JSl G*ndy_ 



Lear Sir: 

Many things are bothering me, and so I an coming to you with a 
few of them, hoping for some help. 



A' 



(a) Why can 1 1 something be done to oust Dean Rusk and a few 
other REDS from our State Department* Ditto MacNamara. 
What is he doing for the defense of the U.SJl? Surely 
causing the country to quietly disarm is not defense of 
our country. What about the Chairman of the Un-American 
Activities? Why are we slowly wasting away under this 
Communist subversion??? Can we recover In time? 

(b) Why cannot Earl Warren be impeached? He vote6 in favor 
of the Reds — and now the cover-up of the testimony 
of Oswald's widow. The American people who pay taxes 
are entitled to the truth. 

(c) I enclose photocopy of a letter I received from TIME. 
Will you please advise whether the U.S. Government did 
actually clear thg- gighlander Fp ^k S chool of being a 
Communist organisation? I understand the school was 
closed, but re-opened elsewhere. 




Thank you for writing me. 
Republican party. 



I am a hard worker in the CONSERVATIVE 
Sincerely flERTI.W~ klzlI^H — cZ'^ 
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I have a copy of your address of October 9, 1962 at Las Vtfgas, Nevado 

— National Convention of the American Region, v-r^c? 
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XT the evidence auggeated to HXK'e editor* that 
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Mr. Hoover read your letter of February 20th and 



the enclosure*, 

- -»'■ . . .; v ■» <■..-*.■"■■ .• _';■'- ■;_-* .'■'".■ 

3D 

He asked me to advise you that the FBI Is strictly m 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makes? 
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or Integrity 
cf any organization, publication or Individual. Hils Bureau do6S> 
not issue clearances, and in view of the foregoing, he trusts y$iL| 
will understand why he cannot comment as you have suggested. 
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Sincerely yours, 



[•FEB 2 7 1964 
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::V :'"^:;^ Helen W. Gandy 

v. ..■:.-■■?■■,■ " ^ '>■.-* s^ f Secretary "« ; 

Correspondent isiihbt identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Foil- 
School has been the subject of numerous allegations of being a communist 
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee due 
primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been substant 
and this Bure au has not i nvestig ated this organi zation. ^e)ia>e cognizant, 
however, 6T~the^numerous"c^nn_iunist affiliations of personnel affiliated with 
organization. In view of the tenore of correspondent's letter It J0 felt that 
c,, e does not warrant a reply from the Director and 4 that the al)ove letter ov< 
Miss Gandy's signature is in order. Her enclosure consists of a letter she 
*P (3) - - , v ■->■■.-■' . ^^ CONTINUBp NEXT ^AGE. 
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received from the publication "Time" in which it ^ «t^ «** *^. S. 
Soternment investors cleared both the founder of toe mgbuder Pott 
School and the school itself of accusations of communist activities. The 
Site not mentioned in this communication. The other closure was a 
copVof a newspsper clipping of an address made by Karl Prussian. , v 
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^ May 6,1964 

§ o 

Dear Director Hoover: 

Sir, I would like to have from you If I may, any 

printed statements you might haye on hand, in concern with thr 

O 
Closing of The Highlander Folk School i n Tenn. This school was It 

disclosed, trained pro-Communist people of the Civil Eights movement 

in this country. Also I would like to hare a pr!nted(or other type of) 

coppy of the statement that you made in connection with tfre Communist 

infiltration Into the Civil Rights organizations*. 

Sir, I have always suspected that the Civil Rights people 

were a bit left-leaning so to speak. Any varifi cation of the above 

would be apprecated. 



I remain sincerely yours: 
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Tour letter of May 6th has been received. 

. • , - ■ . . . * ■. ■■ -»■ ■ ' . _ _ . -. , ,. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am „ 
not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested. S 



With regard to my statement made in connection 



-ii 



with communist infiltration into civil rights groups, I am enclosing^ £ 
a copy of my testimony before the House Subcommittee on ApproprJa^iEBas 
on January 29, 1964. On pages 40 and 41 you will note data bearing ^ 
on the topic of your interest. I am also sending you other material g 
which I trust will be of assistance to you. x 

Sincerely yours/ 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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WASHINGTON COM MITTEE FOR 

HI GRANDER roOTfiTnyOOlZ: Is- 
IS - c ^> 
(OO: WFO) 



Re WTO let to Knox vi lie dated 6/1/64. 
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may be active in the Wasifljigton, D. C. 
area. Knoxville was requested to advise if t he -High lander _ 
Folk Sch ool is of current investigative interest, and, if so, 
furnish Wl l u with a current characterization. 

As the Bureau is aware, and for the information of 
WFO, on 6/11/54 the Bureau instructed Knoxville to make no 
contacts whatsoever at Highlander ^FoJLk School (HFS), Monteagle, 
Tennessee, and that no disctissi'ons"*prcT "or con should be made 
with any individual concerning this school. Highlan der Re search 
and_JScliicatieft— Center (HREC), Knoxville, is the juccessorTo "TZ 

were auctioned by the St at e~of Tennessee 
or the school was convicted of violating 
tORTON^ former _Di rector of HFS, is 



the HFSj whose assets 
under "a court decreea: 
Tennessee laws. MYLES 
currently Di recto r, of 
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The above Bureau instructions were issued as a result 
of allegations against Bureau Agents following interview with 
HORTON. In view of these instructions, no sources whatever have 
been developed at HFS or the HREC and, consequently, in view 
of Bureau instructions, no investigation has been or is being 
conducted concerning the organization. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATEii 






Bureau (RM) CX> *-& ~ I O 
WFO (100-43335) (RM) 
Knoxville (1 - 100-3506 

1 - 61-12 Highlander Research & Education Center 

6/- 9t'//^^9^ 

_ REC-42 :, 

.w^.t— JUL 9 1964 j 



at 



t*P 



"-<• 



66JUU21964 





4-750 (2-7-79) 



( 



C 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
vindicated, explain this deletion. 



/, 



Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 



J-ic 



with no segregable 



C7] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



[ H Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



1~1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) ». 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



; i 'Foi your information: 



/ 



5l The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



X \ v\ 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
£ NO DUPLICATION FEE £ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



■r 



FD-«6 (R«v. 12-13-56) 



•■.>'■-■.' 



Transmit the following in 

Vio AIRTEL 

AST* TjKPOTOTWCOaTCC Sj© 
ZS WUSfXTTD 

FROM : 
RE : 














V 



L "V£~ 



** 






**r* 




fr 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 

SAC, SAVANNAH (100-5125) 

HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH C] 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Re Savanaah airtel to Bureau, 7/27/64. 



Eaclosed are original aad four copies of LHM, 
suitable for dissemination, re captioaed natter. 




Informatioa copy of lastaat airtel and LHM to 
Charlotte, ia view of thir interest ia this matter 



^ Bureau (Enclj^ 5) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
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T^ Charlotte A&&1. 1) (Info) (REGISTERED MAIL) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE) 



In Reply* Phase Refer *» 
File No. 
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Savannah, Georgia CONflBtNTlAI 
July 31, 1964 -^ ° u 



HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 



a 1964 

Southwide voter jsaucation internship Project, sponsored by 
Hijeh lander Education and Research Center, is being held at 
tholsea Island Progre ssive Club Cen ter, River Roadj^ John s u 
Isl&d7~Bouth Car olina7^roir"Jury*B, ^1964/ through July 18, 
1964. The second workshop begias July 20, 1964, and ends 
August 1, 1964. The purpose of this project is to put into 
practice what those attending learn in working with 
politically conscious Negro and white leadership in 
Charleston and the surrounding sea Islands. :*■■;;- ■""- i 

The staf r ofthe Sea Island .Progressiv e Club 
Cen ter Ap composed of Esau\jenkins, who is the director; 
and~Guy\Carawan, who is the^ music director . 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor '*■ 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the - 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Savannah, Georgia 
July 31, 




CONFl^NViA^ 
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Title 



HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND 
RESEARCH CENTER 




Character 
Reference 



INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Savannah memorandum dated 
July 3^, 1964, captioned as 
above. 



All sources (except any listed "below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 



f-\f; 







LIVC 



mm 



Thl» document contains neither r»comm»ndationjf nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It andAts contents ars not to bs distributed outside 



your agency. 
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Director, FBI (61-75. 

- CO^lD^flTIAL 

SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (RUC) 



HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AMD 
RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Re Savannah airfcel 7/24/< 



No information has com&Jto tfie~~attenti on of the 
Knoxville Office concerning MYLEjLfeGRTON^or the Highlander 
Education and Research Cente^r^cSt\jdt^cg a South-wide Voter 
Education Internship Project at thejj ffia Island Progressive 
Club Center, St. Johns Island, S«cC — — — - 

Any information received will be forwarded to 
Savannah* For the information of the Savannah Office, the 
Knoxville Office is conducting no active investigation of 
the Highlander Center pursuant to previous Bureau instruc- 
tions. The Bureau and Savannah has previously been furnished 
information that the Highlander Center had a group of the 
Council of Federated Organizations at the center in Knox- 
ville for one week following completion of this group's 
orientation at Oxford, Ohio, and just prior to the group's 
departure for Mississippi. It was reported that the group 
in Mississippi would bo in the Gulfport area "to find out * 
what kind of an alliance, political and civic, can be esta- 
blished between white and colored citizens in the Mississippi 
commi 
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Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plain UKt or code) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



I 



f> 



TO 

FROM 

RE 



Li A 



director, fbi (61-7511) 

sac, savannah (100-5125) 

Highlander education. and jresearchjc enter 
information concerning ^^71 '' 
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Re Savannah airtel to Bureau, 7/31/64. 
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Attached hereto are two copies of newspaper 
clipping appearing in the "NEWS AND COURIER, "Charleston, 
S. C, newspaper, 8/17/64, entitled "Advancement is Goal 
Of Progressive Club." 



cr > 



** cr* It is noted that, near the end of the articliT, 
atepoKesman at the meeting is reported to have referred to 
the FBIr-as the "Future Bureau of Investigation. "._^ g 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Thii li 
the first to aseries of article* 
on tbc hart gf HUB tf' and activi- 
ties of the John's Island Pro- 
gressive Club, its leaders and 
members.) 

By CHARLES L. DIBBLE 

Aside from the dearth of hus- 
Ue-buslle, John's Island has 
^uch in common with historic^ 



the Stono River T he expansion 
is due, iiHaigU fTieasure, to the 
efforts of Highlander Folk 
School and its successor, High- 
lander Research and Education 
Center of Knoxville, Tenn. 

The Progressive Club has 

sponsored many extra John's Is- 

•land activities, the most recent 

• oeing two^outhern Voter Educa- 



Charleston. Surrounded by Low- 
country waterways, the island— 
fifth largest oq the Atlantic sea- 
board—is a kaleidoscope of an- 
cient trees, Spanish moss, and 
Gullah-speaking Negroes. 

It is with the Iatter-the dark- 
skinned peoples of the island- 
that Esau Jenkins has concerned 
himself over the years. 
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In 194*. the Negro leader' 
brought together eight or 10 of < 
Ms neighbors and formed the* 
Progressive Club, aimed at the 
political and economic advance- 
ment of the John's Island Negro 
community. 

In recent years the efforts of 
the club have~rea?hed beyond 
the limits of Bohicket Creek and 



tion Internship Projects. Spon- 
sored and financed by Highland- 
er, the bi-racial worKshops wer* 
attended by Southern Negroes 
for the most part. 

Each of the projects consisted 
of a week-long workshop session 
followed by a week's "intern- 
ship" during which time the 
participants lived in Charleston 

homes. Although identical in for- 
mat, the two sessions featured 
different speakers and, for the 
most part, a different audience. 

With a general theme of vot- 
er registration, the workshops 
branched out into virtually all 
aspects of the civil rights ques- 

Who attended these sessions? 
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And what, specifically, 
tbe£_discust? 

The largest turnout during fee 
two workshops appeared at the 
opening session on July 6. About 
100 people— including some 35 
white people — were present. 
Thirty-six of these were regis. 

(See GOAL, Page IrA) 






Continued From Page 1-A 

tered at ti ^ e worksh op while the 
others were area residents. 
" Scheduled to speak on "Basic 
Issues in the Current Revolu- 
tion" was Randolph Blackwell, 
tn Atlanta attorney associated 
with Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference (SCLC). But 
Blackwell canceled his appear- 
ance at the last minute. 
- FfiTing in for him was Mfl 
ton S. Hurst, director of the 
workshop. Hurst, instructor of 
social sciences and acting direc- 
tor of public realtions at Talla- 
dega College, Ala., has an A.B. 
degree from Talladega and an 
M.B.A. from Atlanta University. 

The eloquent young Negro 
told his audience: "The 'Cur- 
rent Revolution' is not a Ne- 
gro problem; it is an Amer- 
ican problem." 

Stressing a theme of responsi- 
bility, he told the group: "It's 
just as important for us to re- 
direct our.— aiuagies toward 



school dropouts and text books 
as to demonstrate. It is impor- 
tant that we start now to get 
our young people in school and 
to make them stay there., 

"The proletariat and bour- 
geoisie overthrew the aristoc- 
racy. Then the bourgeoisis as- 
sumed the customs of the aris- 
tocracy," the social science 
professor said. "We must be 
careful that—when we are vic- 
torious in our revolution — we 
do not assume the customs of 
our enemy. « 

"God is on our side," be 
claimed. "But let's make sure 
as we continue in this 'Current 
Revolution' thai we're on God's 
side in carrying out his will." 

Attending the Monday night 
session and several others dur- 
ing the week was Luther Starte- 
vant, a white student at Drew 
University's theological school. 
The young Methodist, a grad- 
uate of Lewis and Clark Col- 
lege in Portland, Ore., is serv- 
ing this summer as pastor's 



aide to the Bev. F. Perry Metx, 
minister at Olivet Presbyterian 
Church, a Negro church 
on Beaufiais—Sizast. 
* Sturtevant has assisted m me! 
voter registration drive in 
Charleston and, in addition, has 
served as a tutor to a group 
of Negro eighth-graders. 

Leading the singing during 
the first workshop was Guy 
Carawan, a collector and sing- 
er of folk songs, who lives on 
John's Island with his wife and 
their two-year^ld son. 

Two white college students 
attended both sessions — Ellie 
Eden of Berkeley, Calif., and 
Roger Phoenix, who said he was 
"more or less from New York. 

Miss Eden, who has been 
staying with the Carawans, will 
study abroad next year, while 
Phoenix plans to return to Anu- 
ocb College, a liberal arts 
school in Yellow Springs, Ohio. 
Introduced on ope ning n ight as a 
CORE worker^tWTtudent has 
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been working with Esau Jenk- 
ins this summer. 

The th an e uf Th e "Current 
Revolution" was carried for- 
ward the next day— Tuesday— 
by Dr. W. C. Beck of Florence 
who discussed "Basic Issues 
in the Current Local Revo- 
lution ,** during the morning. 
Afternoon brought Fred Hen- 
derson Moore, a Charleston 
Negro attorney, who spoke on 
"The Role of the President's 
Commission of Equal Employ-, 
ment." A general discussion of J 
problems of equal employment 
followed. 

"The Church and Human Re- 
lations" received the group's 
..w.>;^;y Wednesday morning. 
Speaking were the Rev. F. 0. 
Pharr, past president of the 
Charleston NAACP, and C. Con- 
rad Browne. 

Browne, associate director of| 
Highlander, attended the first 
workshop for three days with 
'his wife Ora and three of their 
j ctuidren. He returned briefly at 
Mbe end of the second session 
I -in pir-y .jn Highlander equip- 
j ment. 

I After a talk Wednesday aft- 
■ uT.oon by Jenkins on "Is the 
ISccerd Step— Political Educa- 
Itiir— Important?", the group of 
jfjout & gathered at the Cara- 
/•.*■.; house for a cook-out and 
Inv nation. While the young- 
I sttrs played badminton and vol- 
.].v tail and the older ones 
jvatched. Browne, who opce 
littered the University of Chi- 
Irago divinity school, related 
j hb experiences prior to joining 
! the Highlander staff. 

From 1549 to 1963 he lived 
:•■.;■' Amt-rV.-us. Ga., on 1,100- 
acre Koinonia Farms— a fat- 
racial, religiously-oriented com- 
.- ■::)?! fa.-m. Vividly he recount- 
ed th° "terror tactirti used 
afcairihi us by the people of the 
... ^. x vui.ued in the early 
'40s, the farm was quietly ac- 
cepted for more than a decade 
Vy the people of southwestern 
Georgia's Sumter County. 
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"The Supreme Court decision 
changed that I guess the peo- 
ple felt UbL-ihey had to do , 
something." Trouble followed. 
And in a six-month period i 
there came legal reprisals, dy- i 
namitings, shotgun blasts, a| 
fire, and cross-burnings. Farm 
members were unable to buy or 
sell goods in Americus because 
of a boycott and had to bring 
in supplies from 50 to 75 miles 
away. 

The farm eventually was 
closed. 

Turning to Mississippi, the 
Highlander official spoke with 
a tone of despair about the then 
missing civil rights workers 
fend impatiently referred to ihe 
FBI as the Future Bureau of 
Investigation: "It's always 'we 
can come in after the crime is 
committed' but they never do 
anything to prevent a crime." 

The evening program cen- 
tered around the presentation 
and discussion of a film em- 
phasizing the need for voter 
registration, "Knock on Every 
Door. 



afterno on. Bate s, vice-chairman 
of the BoaW nt Directors of 
Highlanders, was followed on 
the program fay attorney 
Russell Brown, president of the 
Charleston NAACP, who spoke 
on the provisions and impli- 
cations of the Civil Rights bin. 

The evening was spent seek- 
ing an answer to "Why Negroes 
Seem to Care So little about 
Civic and Political Responsi- 
bilities." Speaking were direc- w 
tor Hurst and the Rev. Mr. 
Douglas of the Baptist Center. 

Friday the group of 86 per-' 
sons spent the day at the Jen-' 
kins' home at Atlantic Beach, 1 
a Negro resort about 15 miles 
north of Myrtle Beach. During 
the day, sessions were held on 
"Advantages of Political Ma- 
turity " and "American Ideals" 
and American Elusions**' The; 
workshop participants returned' 
to John's Island during the eve- 
ning. 

A session on the accomplish- 
ments of the workshop was 



and Mrs, Mary Brown led t 

schools. : ^ 

Charleston's Ifljrary was a 
visited before the participa 
returned to the Progress 
Chib Center at the end of 
week for a discussion of 
week's events and implemer 
Hon of the Ideas ducove: 
during the two^week session. 
(TOMORROW.Tfae sec© 
John's Island workshop.) 



Thursday morning H. A. De-[, J. eld Satun,a Y u """"ftL^S 
Costa, a Charleston Negro con-ii the | B I 2» fSLffi t K!SJ5f 
tractor, and Mrs. Ruby Corn-f'™* ^JJ ??! 6 ? ?* *S 
well, also of Charleston, treated i t J ved wlth O^ston Negro 
"The Role of Higher Education I fammes - ■ ; 

in Achieving Jobs, Freedom,: The group regathered several 
and Citizenship Responsibility." i times, however. Sunday they 
Dr. Scott Bates, a professor at* 'attended a Second Step— Pobt- 
the University of the South ini jtaU Education-Workshop A 

'Edisto Island, directed by 
Isaac Robinson. Monday and 
Thursday they atte nded Adult 
Citizenship" SCfTOCB in North 
Charleston and at Parker's 
Ferry. Mrs. Roberta Leonard 



Sewanee J a nn ,, c ontinued the 
same discussion during the 
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// Memorandum 

*V: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)C0NF)PENTIAL 



FROM 



^/Obac, 



© 



date: p/10/64 



SAVANNAH (100-5125) (C) 



a 



subject: .HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING ,. 

Re Savannah alrtel to Bureau/ 8/19/64; / 
Knox vi l ie letter to Bureau, 8/28/04; S 
[■ ■ letter to Bureau, 9/1/64. 

The Bureau has recently been furnished a series of 
articles appearing la the Tfews and Courier*; Charleston, 
S. C. , newspaper, concerning captioned center. 

The Knox vi lie Division has advised the Bureau that 
no information has come to the attention of the Knozville 
Division concerning MTLES HORTON or the Highlander Education 
and Research Center conducting a South-wide Voter Education 
Internship Project at Sea Island Progressive Club Center, 
Johns Island, S. C. 

The Bureau has been previously advised that no active 
investigation is being conducted concerning captioned organisa- 
tion. . .. 




attention concerning above will be axade available to the 
Savannah Division. 

Accordingly, the case in the Savannah Division is 
being placed in a closed status. 
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Sept. 9th, 1964 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have just finished reading your article "The_ 
Faith of Our F athers, "in the current (Sept 11) issue of 
Christianity Toda^ Please accept My grateful thanks for 
writing it. 

I Know of No Man in this Nation who has Made 
a greater contribution to its Welfare and Security than yourself. 
You have placed our children, our grandchildren, and generations 
yet unborn, deeply in your debt. Yours is a Magnificent record 
of unselfish service. 

There is a bit of information that I would like 
Very Much to have if it Not against the policy of your office 
to furnish it. ^ 

I want to Know something about the Highlander 
Tolk School in Monteagle Term. Was this organization listed 
as a Subversive organization, and was it a Communist Party 
Front? 
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p. s. 



With all good wishes, 
Most Sincerely 
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I received your letter of September Oth and I want 
to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my article, 
"The Faith of pur Fathers/* and my administration of the FBI. 
It is hoped our] future endeavors will continjie to merit your 
support and approval* 
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i While I would like to be of service to you, information 
contained in tie files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with: regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in 
this Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the topic of your Interest* 
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interest 




Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 
*' ^ fflncerely yours. 
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ounterintelligence Activities .5 
et's Fight Communism Sanely! 
ne Nation's Response to Communism 
~TE:, .Carres- -~ J - - A ' * 
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substantia 
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primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been 

The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliations of personnel 
affiliated with the HFS, The Bureau-has not Investigated this organization. 

(^7511-266,267). 
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A trnr^^ FC,Jt - 
SUBJECT MAR1W LUTHER KING, JR. &&&*' 

THEmGHLAI^ER^EQJ.^ SCHOOL; / W». 
REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN ROMAN C. PUCINSKI 
(DEMOCRAT - ILLINOIS) •< 

BACKGR OUND: : , _ ' 

Congressman Pucinski forwarded a copy of a flyer made from a news 
clipping from the "Augusta Courier," Augusta, Georgia, on 7-8-63. The flyer identifi 
Martin Luther King in a photograph taken of certain individuals attending the Highlande 
To?> School during the Labor Day weekend of 1957. The Congressman would like to kn 

j if the Highlander Folk School was a communist training school and whether or not the 

'person identified in the photograph is Martin Luther King, Jr. 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 

The photograph of Martin Luther King attending the Highlander Folk 
School has come to our attention several times in the past. A United Press - Inter j 
Service release of JZ.-_12-63 reported Governor Ross Barnett displayed a poster- sjd 
photograph to the Senate Com merce Committeej ffhich he claimed showed King "ax 
communist training school. " Governor Barnett said the picture was taken at the ,fogh- 
lander Folk School of Monteagle, Tennessee. The Bureau obtained another copy//f the 
photograph frbm our Savannah Office in March, 1963, and it was revealed that the phot 
graph was taken surreptitiously by an "undercover agent " of th egeorgia Commission < 
Education at the Highlander Folk School in 1^57^ X . ^> <* 

- &The photograph also identified Abner WflBerr y *ho has been a writer f 
"The Daily Worker" and has been a member of the Communist Party, although he 
J reportedly left it in September, igSST^bre^Tilliams, SlBoTjferitified in the photogr 
; has been associated with communist caus/es and has held su£E]x)6'itions as chairman o 
1 the National Committee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee and \ 
; president and member of the board of (fcte>ctors oLthe Southern Conference Educational 

Fund, Inc. , a communist front. t MyleiffiortoiK ig&Sified on the flyer forwarded by 
i Congressman Pucinski as direxto^tjLne tfighhuid er Fol k School, has been very close 
tn the Communis*; Party in the <p$t# although informants doubFthat he has ever been i 
; member of the Communist Pai?fy. j j m j~* j I *) $$ 

11 SEP 30 1964 

_. r .. JL* 
tr.ru: ssyrrynr. , UCVL 

' * (Continued, page 2 ^ 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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The Highlander Folk School was formed ip ^j32 and was a leftist 
organization supported by private donations. It offered courses of instruction in 
l abor organizatio n . economics and labor education. Informants have advised that 
tEe school has had Communist Party members on its staff as instructors and has - 
followed the practice of welcoming communists a s students. Informants have advised 
the school wa s pro- commu nist, but there is no indication it was ever completely 
controlled by communists. The sch ool w as closed by the Stat e^of Tennessee in 
December^ 1961, afterjts conviction ior. yiolatmg_Te!l&e5geI .segregation laws."jL_ 
state charteTTor a jggMgnjjexJftW^ 
was issued on 8-28-61 and Myles Horton was identified as jits"Dir §ctor . 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That a representative of your, Mr, DeLoach, office personally con&ct 
Congressman Pucinski, with whom we have had prior cordial relations, and inform 
him confide ntial ly of the background regarding the flyer he enclosed concerning the 
Highlander Folk School. *! M 





k 







-a *~* 



sJZ^ 



*JLv** ♦ 



- 2- 




_... ^....Imii- iXi.'***-" 



'• ;.--'■' ■>; *- /■'■ 


J*0*MAN C. PUC1NSK1 
„ l!w DirnwcT. Iujnom 


-■ ■•. * •" ' »'"v 
.'-:■. ?- '.■■■ ;'■ 


* 



;.;vi <$-'' 



?$f-s 



lr»™ 








p^ 





rv 



§ 



) 



Congress of tfjc ®hiteo fttataf 

$otuft of fctprtaentatitotf ' 

WaKljington, 9. C. 

July'* 22*' 19^ 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I wonder if you would ce good enough to give me 
your department's report of the veracity of the enclosed 
"brochure . 

T have seen this material rathe£j^dely dis- 
trihuted and I woXlike to ^ if the Hlfflanto Folic 
School vas^a Consist Training School and whether or 
-iCTe^erson identified in the photograph is, indeed, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Since this material is heing widely distributed 
in my district, you can appreciation my concern. 

Sincerely yours, 



^ 



Koman C. Pucinski 
Member of Congress 



RCP:pk 



Enclosure 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



HEREIN IS 

DATE^k 



UNCLASSIFIED 




£4S 




oo^Mrmi: 





Mr. 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr, Mohr 

Mr. Cf-sper 

Mr. Callahan — 

%r. Conrad 

Mr. iwU^ch — 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gals 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan — 

Mr. Trwl 

Mr. Troi.tcr 

Tele. Room 

Miss H»Lws.— 
Miss Csady.— 





f • 



If/I-JDO 









a O.OCT 5 \tyF-*" 1»M E»ui« 

^^ i i iii ■ urn — 'l" ' 




V 



*&&**' ^*--- r 



F*t>-36 (R«*. 18-13-58) 







*•'.' 






I ~ ( ^ 

j 

^™mto COflTOEWiAL , '"""" " s j 

MfUB^MWinSD /\ 6a^ 7/24/64 J /f^ 

Trans3^MBRISi*iij£rfn _ . — J — — j ■ j-:.- 



Via 



(Type In p/oi» ***» or corfej 
AIR MAIL 









side .Driver . Knoxvi lle^ flejn . Along with this 1 
announcement oT^i9645outhwide Voter Education Project to 
be held at Johns Island, S. C. 

This announcement reflects that the Sea Island 
PrqgrgSfiiyejClub Center, River Road, jJohns Island, jfi£jC**-~ 
will have a 1964H§buthwide Toter Education internship Project 
sponsored by^rfigh lander Research and .Ed ucat io n Center from 
7/6-18/64 and again "from ?/2fr-8/l/64. \£^ > 

S The staff is reflected as I ESAU JENKINS, Director,* 
GUYjjCARAWAN, Kusic Director. ^Q^fy^K,/^. </^>//~ <?A/ -J 



is 



iana conducting a Southwide Voter Education Inter nship 
Project at the Sea Island Progressive Club Center. 
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Inasmuch as this club is operating a Voter Bduca- * 
tion Internship Project, no investigation is being conducted #■- 
by the Savannah Office; however, it will be followed through,,^ 
sources and any pertinent information will be developed. : v? 

TheH K* 8 * requested to furnish the V. 

Savannah Of f ic^HoTBSJvTTleaany information developed - ^ 
in this regard. -. ■../■.:■.* y ; '^ - ■• ; ^?: ^'^%^^ ;^#'^^:"C-;' 
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The Knoxville Of rice is also requested to keep the ? r: 
Savannah Office advised of activities in this regard*. jigj^£ 
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FBI 



Date: 7/27/64 



Transmit the following in 
v ,„ AIKTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 
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TO 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SAC, "SAVANNAH T100-5 125T^ 



HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 





For the information of the Charlotte Office, a 1964 
Southwide Voter Education internship project sponsored by 
Highlander Research and Education Center is being held at the 

>gea .Island Progre ssive C lub Center, River Road. Joh ns Island, 

pTT:. , from 7/6/64 through 7/18/64, The second workshop begins 
July 20, 1964 and ends August X, 1964. The purpose of this 
project is to put into practice what those attending learn in 
working with politically conscious Negro and white leadership 
in Charleston and the surrounding sea islands* ....... 
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UNITED STATES GOV V^NMENT 

Memorandum 



o 



CONFIDENTIAL 




date: 



t/l/»4 




3&B 






subject: 



:0N COKCBBiriSQ 



..,?■? 



Be Savannah airtel to Enreae 7/24/64. 

Eeferenced airtel requested that(BBHgfurnl»h 
Savannah and Knoxville any Information tevexopea 
regarding tho aboro captioned organisation. Continsed 
contactwith informants has failed to reflect any 
additional information in this regard* 
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on this r 



M liV 111 tarnish any ^ fl *® riia *|* n ^f c ^^ #d 



the Savannah and Knoxville Offices. 
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i-Bureau (EH) 

2-Savannah (100-5152) (EH) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am confused. 



February 18, 1965 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

DATE^ttS^BY^KSJi^ 



A recent paid political ad in the Boulder Daily Camera showed a picture 
of Rev. Martin Luther King at the%ighlander Folk School, Monteagle, 
Tennessee in 1957. The ad states that this is a communist school, 
that some communist members were in attendance, that a Karl 
Prussian charges that King is a member of 60 "Communist Front 1 
organizations (whatever that is), etc. etc. 

The ad further states that Karl Prussian was an FBI counter-spy 
for 22 years. 

These charges, while not specifically calling King a communist, are 
serious. 

Numerous letters to the editor of the Daily Camera have condemned the J 
article, praised the article, defended the right to publish it, etc. Few of/ 
these writers have any basic facts to go on, I feel. V>A. 

Could you supply me with any information on this Highlander School? Its 
founding, faculty, students, sources of income, etc. What was King's 
participation? Was "Karl Prussian really an FBI member. Does King 
belong to 60 such "front" organizations. ^- 7 - // *~*Oll 

I only want to become an informed citizen, and not have to rely on rumors, 
half -truths, etc. ■ »im mss^s 

Any information would be greatly appreciated. IT MAR ." 1" 

Respectfully yours ; 
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Tour letter of February 16th has been received. 

Although X would like to be of service, Information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential! 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and U 
available for official use only. In view of this, I am sure you will 
understand why I cannot comment concerning the subjects of your 
inquiry. 



CD 



I would like to point out that Karl Prussian assisted 
this Bureau by furnishing information on subversive activities from 
November, 1949, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated. 
He was not, however, a Special Agent of the FBL This Bureau is not 
in a position to comment in any way whatsoever on his current activities, 
statements or personal ventures. 

I am enclosing some information which I hope you will 
find of interest. - -z$ 
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Sincerely yours, 
J, Ed gar, Hoovsr 
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Our Heritage of Greatness 

lime for Decision v 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

Shall it be Law or Tyranny? 







SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. 
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NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk 
School (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a - ■ 
communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern 
Tennessee, due primarily to its racial character. These allegations 
have not been, substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous 
communist affiliatibns~of personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau 
has not investigated this organization (61-7511-266,267). 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED tX 

DATE^s)i|si_BY^M^^ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

Because of recent controversy in oyQ community ire are attempting to 
accumulate factual information about thy Highlander Folk Scho ol of Mont- 
eagle, Tennessee. We are concerned about this 'informatrion as it r elate s 

to Martin Luther fcingi 




&< 




1. Was there an act of legislature of the State of Tennessee 
the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, as a subversi^ 

2. If now what was the action taken by the State of Tennessee 
the Highlander Folk School? 

3. Tffhat were the specific charges made against the Highlander Folk Schools 

U. On the basis of what charge did Highlander Folk School lose its C 
charter? C 

5. Were there any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highlander t 
Folk School throughout 1957 or thereafter? f 

6. Are there now any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highland , £ 
Educational Research Foundation in Knoxville, Tennessee? 1 

7. "Was there, to the best of your knowledge, any training given at the 
Highlander Folk School, which was based on the principles of Marxism, 
Leninism, Stalinism, or Communism? 

8. Can the F.B.I, say whether or not the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, 
Tennessee, or the Highland Educational Research Foundation, Knoxville, Tenn. 
has in any way used methods or principles or any training of people in the 
methods of Marxist, Leninist, Stalinist or Communistic tactics? ~ y * r 
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9. Was Karl Prussian ever an agent 6f the F«B.I.? 

10. If not an agent, what did he do for the F*B*t.? 

11. "Was Manning Johnson an agent of the F.B.I.? 

12. If not an agent, -what did he do for the F.B.I. ? 

13. Were they paid— if so how much? 

1U. Are either or both of them now, in any way, associated with the 
F.B.I.? * ; 




Thank trou verv much. 



Sincerely, 
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C.C. 

N. deB Katzenbach 

George McCandless 
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Toor tetter of March 4th baa bean received. 

With raapact to your Inquiries, Information contaiaed 
in tha l iles of tha FBI moat ba maintaiaed aa confidential la accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and ia available tor 
official use only. lUerefore, I treat yoa will onderatand why I am not 
in a poaition to conusant along the Unea you have mentioned. 

With regard to Karl Prussion aad Manning Joaasoa, 
I would like to point oat Prussion aeeieted thia Bureau *7 ft"rirt|af 
information on subversive activities from 1940 to Jaly, 1958, white 
Johnson did likewise from 1942 to 1944, during which time ttiey «*• 
cmpeonte* however, they were aot Special Ageate. Neither Prussion 
nor jotasoTaas been Connected with the FBI aince these dri^JWr 
personal ventures and their opinions are atricUy their own anfctheyBl 
is not in a poaition to comment on these ia any way whatsoever _ 
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to yoa. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be oMnSreafe 

Sincerely yoora, 



it* 



To I son 



l Beimonl _ 
^S|ll De LooX 




J. Edgar Hoover 
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See enclosures and note next page. 
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Domestic Intelligence ^ ■•* y -:.»r 

Communism the Incredible Swindle 
Faith in God—Our Answer to Communism 
Our Heritage of Greatness 
The Communism Menace 
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NOTE: Correspondent isnot identifiable in Butties. Karl Prussion is weU 
known to Bureau files a^Se Highlander Folk School and Martin Luther King. 
Manning Johnson was a Party member from 1930 to 1939 and furnished 
information to this Bureau 1942 to 1944. According to public sources 
information, he died in July, 1959. (100-55627) 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 



I have recently^recieved a picture depecting 
Mr . Martin Luther King at the^Jigh lander ^)lk School. It says 
under this picture this school was cited as/subversive organization 
by the state of Tennessee. This picture was carried by the Augusta 
Courier on July 8, 1963 page 4. . 

I would appreciate it if you could confirm this picture 
and send any additional information if possible. 



Thank you very much. 
I am 




V~. r-r-.> 



Sincerely yours, 
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March 16, 1965 



Tour latter of March 10th has been received, and I appre- 
ciate the concern which prompted you to write me. 







While I would like to be of assistance to you, information 
contained in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance j 

with regulations of the Department of Justice. In view of this, I am sure 03 s 
you will understand why I cannot comment along the lines you hare I— < 5 

indicated. In addition, I hope you will not infer either that we do or do g 

not have data in our files regarding the subject of your inquiry. « 

In response to your request, I am enclosing some material 
on the general topic of communism. You may also wish to refer to my 
books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism. " The former 
was written with the hope that it would help readers gain an insight into the 
true nature of the communist conspiracy in this country. The latter 
contains an analysis of international communist practices and contrasts 
totalitarian methods with life in a free country. These books may be 
available at your local library. 

Sincerely yours, 
g..Ed gar gocgg 
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Internal Security - 4-17-62 
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Communism— The Incredible Swindle 
One Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sirs: 



^ 



f *■_*;* 



V 



Concerning: Myles Horton Q r ,. 

Director of the Highlander Folk School 



During a recent World ""Oulfurel"" class uhusua^ circum- 
stances surrounding the above and Dr. MajrUn_Duthe^^g were 
brought to light. It was mentioned that Dr, King hadTeoeived 
training at a Communist school. The only information available 
was through an "unbias, nonpartisan" paper issued before the 
last election. It contained a photo showing Dr. King, Myles 
Horton and several other people together in front of the school. 
The caption mentioned that the school was to he closed by an 
act of the Tennessee Legislature and Carl Prussion, a counter- 
spy for the IBJ for 22 years, was quoted to have said that 
Dr. King "belonged to 60 Communist organizations, 

I would be grateful for any pertinent information 
concerning Dr. King and Myles Horton of the Highlander Polk 
School. 



Respectfully, 
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Your letter of March 27th hae been received, and 
the thought which prompted you to write me U appreciated* 

Although I would like to be of service, Information 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret that I cannot be of assistance 
in this Instance but trust you will understand the reasons for this 
policy. 

For your Information, Mr. Karl Prusslon furnished 
Information concerning subversive activities on a confidential basis 
to this Bureau from 1049 to 1958 during which time he was comperi- . : 
sated; however, he was not a Special Agent of the FBI. His opinions; 
and comments are strictly his own and do not represent this Bureau % 
In any manner. ' f 
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find of Interest. 



Enclosed Is some material which I hope you w&i 
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'fOur fcfcrltage of Greatness" 

U. S. News and World Report, 12-21-64 

Communism, the Incredible Swindle 

Faith in God -Our Answer to Communis 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
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NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bullies. The 
Individuals Martin Luther King and Myles Horton are well 
known to the Bureau as is the Highlander Folk School. 
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March 25, 1965 
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Dear Sirs: 

>€ould you pl&ase send me information 
concerning thg aighjander F olk school with regard to 
Martin Luther King and his presencelhere? Coukl you tell 
me why the school was closed on charges of belrig/subverslve 
organization? In the publication Freedom's Voice , a newspaper 
put out in the past election, it was stated that Karl Prusslon 
charged that King belinged to 60 Communist front organizations. 
Would I be allowed to know the reasons behind this charge? Also 
could you supply information on Myles Horton, Director of the 
Highlander Folk School for communist training In Monteagu, Tennessee? 
This would be of great help to me, as we are discussing this in school. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 



Sincere 




4r?C^ 





* 



J>~ 



=$5> 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE_2|£j£L BY ragtagO j^S 




'vhjj" 1 T ,v ■» vy-^^T* 






r'V i ' t r ' 'l- i. f •''-'- ■'•'>■ > ' r^r "■'-'- ^ ;:< --- "■*' '-"■ •■-'- - 






'S** -V--J. 






N ^ 









tei.- 



„X^ 



c 



c 



--J 



& 



d? * ^/'7^ // 



# 




March 30, 1065 



"**£ 



-,*; 



-£?<^ 



-£^ 




s * 
-ni 

03 5 « 



M« 



o 



Tour letter of March 25th has been 



received. 
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With respect to your Inquiries, information 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Justice and Is available for official use only. 
I regret I cannot be of help in this instance but trust you 
understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 

Enclosed is some literature which I trust 
you will find informative. 

Sincerely yours 9 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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U.S. News & WorB Reports 12-21-64 

U. S. News & World Reports 12-7-64 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

St. Louis Globe-Democrai 11-25*64 
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April 1, 1965 



Respectfully referred to 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon. In duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure. 

By direction of 

THCMAS H. KUCHEL, 

«•—• u. s. s. 

re : letter and attached copy of a photog raph 
ing Martin Luther 
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THE Al'CU'STA COVRIFR, |( l«l 
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The above picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia! at the Hiojhlar 

Folk S chool in Montcagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The ph< 

yrctyT'Ci was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Educat 

The -i ^hlonder Folk School was abolished by on act of the Legislature of the State of 1 

. > v at a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 

J| Those numbered in the picture are: 

Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots, r 
Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther Y 
. Sc belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations ■ — more than any Communist in 
"\ r^ United States* He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. 

O *±; K>2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

^ c f~ oai3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Tr 
■° *^ ■•»; *ion Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 
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Myles Morton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Montec 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brought tension, disturbance, s< 
v ** . ice in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalisrr 

THE AUGUSTA COURIER IN THE FIGHT FOR FREED 
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Copies available- 100 /or $ 1 . 0CL (include fflflsfomps tfbr 'postage) 

kdi£db$M. Box 1222, LA.B3 v 
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Honorable Thomas H. Knchel 
United States Senate 
Washington a C. 10619 

My dea/ Senator: 

I received your communi cation 
enclosing a tetter and circular from 





Jfts 



^_ r . White I certainly would like to be of service 

to your constituent, Information contained In the files of the 
FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice* Therefore. I trust 

■ will understand why I am not In a position to 
coSmSRo the material he forwarded* 
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"~ In response to your request, I am returning 

his tetter and the circular to yoo. 



h 



i/7 






MAJUO 

APR6- 

COMM-FI 




Sincerely yours, 

j fc Edgar Hoover 
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Beeently satlenwlde publicity toi been given to ft 
photograph of subject Xing purportedly taken At the Highlander 
folk School (0I)« Others in the photograph have boon described 
aa conwunlsts andthe allegation haa been aadt that Sine* a 
presence at tha 01 proves a la having attended a "coaamnlst r ~ if 
training school," King haa publicly answered thla critic lea by 
elalning that tha photograph was takan at tha tSth Anniversary 
Calibration of tha BF» In 1SS7, Be elalaed that that v*a bin 
only appearance at tha BIB and that ha waa thara for only about 
ona hour in order to sake an addraaa which laatad about 41 „<■*,' 
»inutes« ' . 
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Bureau f llaa reveal that tha HHL later known aa tha 
Blghlandar Besearea and Uucatlon Center, bald ita SSth Anniver- 

sary Calbbratloa ever tha Labor Bap weekend, B/30*t/H/f7, 

*■ ■ *- ■ ■'"»- *. ■■ "*».'-'■■.'■■*' 

. tha Bureau, of course, lb aware of tha nature of tha 
HN # It la desired, however, that avallabla faota b* obta&nad 
ralatlva to lUng f a praaanea at tha BF8 In ordar to aubatantlata 
or proYa f alao bla anawar of tha erltlelaai* , v 

Atlanta la Inatruotad to iamadlatalp rarlav ita flla 
ooncarnlng King and any other appropriata f llaa for Information 
which would tend to prove or dleprove King** olaia* Particu- 
larly note inforuation indicating King'a praaanea At tha ATI on 
any occaelone other than the alngle tine he olaima. If file 
review uncover* the identltiea of eatabliehed reliable aources 
who tight be helpful, leada ahould be eat out for contact pro- 
vided sane can be done with full security ineof ar as preventing 
fing's or unauthorised individuals' becoalng aware sf the Bureau 
BqulJrr * /) - X- ■ v - ' ■'*>■ ■■ ""' " " SJ '*"' 

/fj}> 61-7511 (Highlander Folk School) | 
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Knoxville is instructed to promptly review its f its -^ %sV>. 
concerning the VI and any sthor files for information which 
would prove or disprove King f s claim. Is slort to the possibility - 
Of having established rslUblo sources contacted as indicated above 
for Atlanta. 
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Both of floes should expedite this matter and reply by 
elrtel. If information along the lines indloated base previously 
been submitted, furnish date and caption, - _,-_;-... 
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Transmit the following in 
AIPvTEL 




(Typfin\lain Uxl or code) 

AIR 'MA It* 
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(Priority) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3537) 




'•-STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON, 

4/17/65 
/ INFORMATION CONCERNING 
AH> (INTERNAL SECURITY) 
CO: WFO 
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Re Knoxville teletype to Bureau 4/13/65, 

Enclosed are 8 copies of letterhead memorandum 
reporting information contained in referenced teletype. 
Two copies have been designated for the Washington Field 
Cffice and one copy of letterhead memorandum is being 
forwarded to Baltimore. 
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Source in ch'aracterizin^H^jli^yider Research 
and Education Center are I (Jand House of 

Representatives Select Col^rWe^xo^Hvestigate foundation 
and other organizations which committee advised the Bureau 
by memorandum reflecting inter v^ev^^ij^ various. .witnesses 
including Bucla nz. _ _ ' '*'' ^ 
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VN&AD STATES DEPARTMENT OF *f STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 13, 1965 







STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON, 
APRIL 17, 1965 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On April 13, 1965, a confidential sou rce who has furnished 
reliable information in 
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The Knosvllle Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee, a local, 
daily newspaper! in issue of 3/9/65, reported that the Highlander 
Research and Education Center and the Student Non- violent Co- 
ordinating Committee were sponsors of the organization. This news 
release states that it was reported by AEPAC that the organization 
was formed to "help organize jobless and under-paid white and Negroes 
in Appalachia. The Appalachian Economic and Political Conference wilj 
v/ork in ten Southern States which lies partly in Appalachia. This 
mountainous region has been harder hit by unemployment and poverty 
than most other areas of the nation." It was reported that AEPAC 
f>els "that Government program to meet these problems are inadequate 
und temporary and do not get at the basic causes of poverty. We 
hope to give the people of Appalachia a persuasive voice in economic 
and political decisions affecting their lives". 

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER 
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On October 14, 1952, a source advised that the High- 
lander Folk School was an institution located near Monteagle, 
Tennessee; that it was an institution with classes on a seminar 
basis supported primarily by donations from individuals and 
from labor unions in the form of payment for students who 
attend, and to some extent by the Farmers' Union. It offered 
courses of instruction in labor organization, official economics, 
parliamentary procedure, and the general field of labor education. 

This source added that this school has had Communist 
Party members on its staff and as instructors, and has followed 
the practice of welcoming Communist Party members as students, 
but to the source's knowledge the school has never offered 
courses of instruction in Communistic matters nor has the 
Communist element ever completely controlled the institution. 

A second source advised that LOUIS BUDNEZ, admitted 
i\,_ ;._.r editor of the "'Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist news- 
paper, and former official of the Communist Party, advised on 
■ ,-j /ember 21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro- 
Cox:..unist. BUDENZ did not give further details regarding this 
school, 

Ths October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxv ill® News - 
Se ntinel , a local daily newspaper published~ltt tCnoxville, Tenn- 
essee, contained an article reflecting the KighlandejrJFojk [^School 

had announced plans for a similar school at #h~OxvTTle t*p~be located 
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYLESVhORTON as 
Director of Highlander* / 



The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 
assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 



^va auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
vr+<±y the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws 
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme 

Courts. 

The July 8, 1962, issue of the Knoxville News-Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk 
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School was formerly located had been Bold at ^*%*££* on 
under Court decree. The article stated tha * ^ S J*°*™ N ' , 
Director of Highlander, during its entire "^"^i/SL^J for 
to Knoxville, Tennessee*) and has been 6 ra J ted /State Charter for 
an organization calMt Jlgh lander ^search and Educati on Center. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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TO: Director, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, Knoxville (157-253) (RUC) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 

ReBuairtel to Atlanta and Knoxville 4/6/65. 

A review of appropriate Knoxville files fails to 
reflect any information indicating KING'S presence at the 
Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn., other than the 
I occasion of the 25th Anniversary celebration at Highlander 
i on the Labor Day weekend of 1957. File contains the photo- 

raph circulated by the Georgia Commission on Education, 
.Atlanta, reportedly made of KING at Highlander Folk School 
(i:?S) c this occasion. It is noted that file contains an 
article^ in the New York Times dated 7/7/57 reporting that 
1-IFS would hold its 25th Anniversary on the Labor Day week- 
end of 1957. It is reported that an interracial group of 
consultants and sj;eakers_haye_been invitea^o^p^rticipate, 
among those . beini'Rev._iSETIN JLOTtiER-'KIKGy Jr. , Dr. ALONZO 
lIOXPvON, president of Hampton Institute, and AUBREY Y/ILLIAMS, 
Montgomery Farm Magazine, and former director National Youth 
Administration, Rev. C. K. STEELE, RALPH HELSTEIN, president 
of the United Packing House Workers, and C. CONRAD BROWNE 
of Koinonia Farms, described as an interracial religious 
settlement near Americus, Ga. 

The Knoxville News -Sentinel , Knoxville, Tenn., a 
daily publication, in issue 10/5/57, reported testimony by 
"an undercover agent" before the Georgia Commission on Edu- 
cation, pertaining to the meeting at Highlander. A member 
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of the Commission stated that KING was one of those present 
and he described a photograph of KING. This photograph 
apparently was the one that was later circulated by the 
Georgia Commission on Education, 

Pamphlet distributed by Highlander Folk School, 
Monteagle, Tenn., entitled "Highlander Clippings" contains 
excerpts from newspaper articles reporting the visit of 
Mrs. EIEANOR ROOSEVELT at Highlander on 6/17/58 and also 
items concerning the 25th Anniversary of the school. One 
item in this pamphlet contains an excerpt of an address by 
KING. This item is headed "The Look to the Future"- by 
EAHTIN LUTE2R KING, Jr., Montgomery Ala.," (an address deli- 
vered at the 25th Anniversary of HFS, Uonteagle, Tenn., Labor 
Cay 9/2/57) (transcribed from a tape recording). Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. Horton, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: It 
I is a great privilege and a distinct honor for me to have the 

opportunity of being a part of the 25th Anniversary observance 
, ol the Highlander Folk School. I have long admired the noble 
• purpose and creative work of this institution. For twenty- 
( .ive years you have stood with dauntless courage and fearless 
■ determination. You have given the South some of its most 
\ responsible leaders in this great period of transition, and 
so I am happy to congratulate you today for all of your great 
work, and hope for you many more years of creative and meaning- 
ful work.,.." 



\ 



C hattanooga News-Free Press , Chattanooga, Tenn., in 
issue 9/297B9 contained a news item reporting that HFS, whose 
main educational building had been padlocked as a "public 
nuisance" was trying to organize a "protest" by "friends" to 
the Tennessee Governor. It was reported that earlier in the 
^ionth Highlander was found to have been selling beer to minors 
and adults without a license. It was reported the Rev. S. S. 
SEAY, Negro Executive Secretary of the Montgomery Improvement 
Association, Montgomery, Ala., had condemned the padlocking. 
It was noted in the article that KING was president of this 
association. T he news item stated that in a publicity release 
from the MIA it was stated "the NAACP and its official family, 
iTYLES HORTON and Highlander Folk School, MARTIN LUTHER KING,. 
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Jr., and all who subscribe to principles of life advocated 
by these organizations and persons will not go unmolested 
by the opposition". 

Reference is/Sfcde to Memphis letter to Director 
dated 4/2/59 entitled W fiGH LANDER FOLK SCHOOL^ IS - C", 
wherein it was transmitted a letterhead memo containing 
i r -format ion obtained on a confidential basis from 




An article appearing in the Chattanooga Daily Times , 
Chattanooga, Tenn., in issue 2/23/61 datelined Atlanta, re- 
ported that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and 
Highlander Folk School had joined forces to train Negro leaders 
for the Civil Sights struggle* It was reported that KING was 
head of the SCLC and a conference spokesman was reported to 
have said eleven Negroes had completed a week*s training at 
Highlander and another class was expected. 

The article continued that some observers had said 
•he affiliation of Dr. KING'S organization with Highlander 
raised serious questions of prestige for KING f S group. JAilES R. 
VCOD, Administrative Assistant to Dr. KING, said the SCLC is 
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aware of the problem but he asserted "we find no reason 
not to cooperate with any organization that is interested 
in the development of full citizenship for Americans which 
cannot be proved to have conducted itself in a manner which 
is not American or patriotic" . It is noted that the article 
contained no inf ormation that KING was engaged in any capa- 
city at the school. 



^ 
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Knoxville letter to Director 8/13/63 entitled 
"HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER, INFORMATION 
CONCERNING (IS)" reported that 




o; 



, . . 



Knoxville files also contain a photostatic copy 
a letterhead of the Highlander Education and Research 
nter dated Hay, 1S6-1, reflects among approximately 90 
ghlandor sponsors listed on the letterhead' the name Rev. 
RTIN LUTKHR KING, Jr. A review of the file reflects that 
e names Highlander Education and Research Center and High- 
lancer Research and Education Center are used interchangably, 
A pamphlet of KESC indicates that among approximately 90 
sponsors in the fall of 1963 KING is also listed. 

The file review fails to reflect the identity of 
• ? any established reliable source who might be contacted in 
connection with the matter of KING'S presence at the school, 
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SAC, SAVANNAH (100-596) 




IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IS - C 
(Savannah file: 100-596) 

RACIAL SITUATION, 
CHARLESTON, S. C # 
(Savannah file: 157-92) 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of the 
following articles appearing in the "Charleston News and 
Courier", a daily newspaper, Charleston, S. C. , as follows: 

Article entitled, "Rights Workshop Gets Under lay", 
4/27/65 
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Article entitle^^Highlander School", 4/27/65 

Article entitl^d^ 'jit Can Happen Here", 4/28/65 / / 

Article entitl>dff"Role of Church Discussed 
Civil Rights Workshop", 4/28/65. 
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Rights Workshop 
Gets Under Way 



About 60 persons yesterday 
attended the first two sessions 
of a civil rights educational 
workshop being held this week 
in Charleston and Summerville. 

The workshop is sponsored by 
the Highlander Research Cen- 
ter of KnoxviHe. 

Esau Jenkins, director and 
coordinator for the workshop 
and president of the Citizens' 
Committee of Charleston Coun- 
ty, said the sessions are being 
held in hopes of creating an 
atmosphere for better race re- 
lations, improved economic 
status for Negroes and a means 
of seeking ways to terminate 
marches and similar demon- 
strations. 

Jenkins said the workshop is 
being held primarily for minis- 
ters in Charleston and Dorches- 
ter County but added they are 
open to all interested persons. 

A 2 p.m. session held at Son 
Olivet Presbyterian Church 
here and a 5:30 pjn. session at 
Emanuel Baptist Church in 
Summerville, featured an ad- 
dress by the Rev. Eugene Kel- 
ly, instructor at Bishop Eng- 
land High School and assistant 
pastor at St. John's Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Speaking on social Justice, 
Father Kelly told the group 
that since mankind is essen- 
tially a social being, that the 
environment in which an indi- 
vidual is raised determines to 
a large extent the -type of per- 
son be becomes. He added: 

'You can't legislate morals" 



make laws that will change tha 
environment and thereby 
change men's hearts.*' 

"To advance the cause of so- 
cial justice, one must associate 
himself with groups working for 
change. It isnt enough tonave 
good intentions. Effective work 
is what is required," he said. 
^Following Father Kelly's ad- 
dress, folksinger Guy Carawan *? 
led the group in several spirit- fc 
uals, after which mere was i I 
discussion period. I 

The discussion was led by Fa- t 
ther Kelly; the Rev. U. Z. Mo P 
Kinnon of the Interdenomi- " 
national Theological Seminary 
in Atlanta; and the Rev. J. T. 
Enwright, pastor of the Ply- 
mouth Congregational Omrch, 
Charleston chairman of the 
workshops. ;. ; : 

Addressing an audience of 
about 25 persons in Summerville 
yesterday, Father Kelly said the 
basis of discussion in any so- 
ciety is "the dignify of the in- 
dividual human person." I 

He quoted excerpts from the' 
Declaration of Independence, i 
the Universal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights from the U. N. and 
an Encyclical Letter written by 
the late Pope John XXJH as a 
basis for this consideration. - 

He pointed out that one of me 
characteristics of social justice 
is "concern for the common 
good of all society." This char- 
acteristic is not one of the con- 
siderations of many of the 
states, he asserted. ."■.';. -"% 

"State governments complain 



is orjf half-true. "You can [sometimes that the fqfrrnl gar- 
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DISCUSSION LEADERS ^ " « *■"■■ - v 

Leading the discussion in the workshops yesterday at Zion-Olivet Presbyter- 
ian Church were (left to right): the Rev. J. T. Enwright, Charleston chairman 
of the workshop and pastor of the Plymouth* Congregational Church; the 
Rev. U. Z. McKinnon of the Interdenominational Theological Seminary in At- 
lanta; and the Rev. Eugene Kelly, pastor of St. John's Roman Catholic Church. 
(Photo by Workman.) > 

emment is doing too much,*' 
Father Kelly said. "Tliey aren't 
doing too much, they're just, do- 
ing what the states fail to do." * 
. "The point is, who can and 
who will do. If the state won't 
help the individual to vote, and 
that's what our government is 
based on, then tney leave the 
door open to others, to come in 
and help." 
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Highlander School ^ 

To The News and Courier: 

I note from an item April lfc 
that Father Eugene Kelly of St. 
John's Roman Catholic Church 
In Charleston has been named 
a moderator of a Way work- 
shop April 26-30 in Charleston 
and Summerville under sponsor- 
ship of the Highlander Research 
Center of Knoxvitle, Tenn. 

It is to be hoped that, Father 
Kelly's ordinary, Bishop Unter- 
koefler, will make himself ac- 
quainted with the character and 
background of the Highlander 
Research Center. Would he care 
to scrutiiuze the personnel of an 
organization called the High- 



lander Folk School, which lost 
its charter" in Tennessee, and 
give reassurance to his anxious 
Charleston flock — if such is 
possible — that Father Kelly is 
not now identifying himself with « 
the outfit of Abner Berry,^ 
James Dombrowski and Aubrey 
Williams, whose recent death, 
inspired a tearful eulogy in the 
Communist People's World? 

I invite Bishop Unterkoefler to . 
make a detailed study of Re- 
port No. 4 of the Joint Legisla- 
tive Committee on Un-American 
State of Louisiana. He may ; 
make his comparisons, come to - 
his conclusions, and issue a 
statement which the people or 
Charleston, Protestant and 
Catholic, are awaiting, as to- 
whether these two groups 
named Highlander have a rela-. 
tionship to each other. - * „■ 
. C. R. NICHOLS - 

893 Beaverbrook Dr., N.W, -* 
Atlanta. 
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'JTCan Happen Here 



Res p o n b i b 1 e Charlestonians 
should take note of the "civil rights 
educational workshop" being held 
here under Highlander Center 
sponsorship, and look to the fu- 
ture. 

For years, the Highlander or- 
ganizations have been deeply in- 
volved in radical political^ action. 
One can be sure that the latest op- 
eration has not been set up without 
some long-range political goal in" 
mind. Of significance is the pres- 
ence on the Highlander program of 
a member of the Charleston County 
Anti-Poverty Committee. 

What lies in store for this com- 
munity may be indicated by an 
editorial in The Richmond News 
Leader on a new political revolu- 
tion now brewing. / 
* "The outlook for Iocs} govern- 
ments in cities and towns through- 
out the country is not good," said 
The News Leader. "A new political 
coalition now being quietly organ- 
ized may well displace the work- 
ings of local governments witnout 
ever challenging local leadership 
in a legitimate election?* 

The News Leader also pointed 

out that organizers of the new left- 

\ ing political coalition "would seek 

to use community action groups be* 

— ""jTijfset up under the poverty pro- 



gram to weld voting blocs among 
persons in low-income and than 
areas." *.. 

In this connection, local govern- 
ment agencies should exercise cau- 
tion in giving funds or facilities to 
the "war on poverty." They may 
be paying for the political indoc- 
trination of slum dwellers'. 

Hie experience of New York City 
is instructive. In that metropolis, 
anti-poverty and youth aid pro- 
grams have become political action 
groups. They have sponsored rent 
strikes and other revolutionary 
moves. Charlestonians shouldn't be 
quick to say; "It can't happen 
here." It can. ,-'- 

While overcoming poverty and 
promoting education are worthy 
goals, programs Resigned to ad- 
vance these causes should not be a 
mask for full scale social, economic 
and political revolution. Insofar as 
the City and County of Charleston 
are concerned, public officials and 
other concerned citizens should 
keep a close watch on the spend- 
ing, plans and programs developed 
in connection with the anti-poverty 
effort. 

To be specific, the community 
should make, certain that individ- 
uals hired to fight poverty do not 
serve as a new breed of political 
ward-heelers. ' -*— — 
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Role Of Church Discussed 
At Civil Rights Workshop 



Churches need to concern 
themselves more with saving the 
whole man rather than saving 
his soul, a professor of theology 
said here yesterday. . 

The concept was advanced 
by the Rev. U. Z. McKinnon of 
the Interdenominational Theolo- 
gical Seminary in Atlanta, at 
the second session of a five - 
day civil rights educational 
workshop being held this week 
at Zion - Olivet Presbyterian 
Church. 

The workshop is sponsored by 
the Highlander Research Center 
of Knoxville, Tenn. Coordinator 
for two sessions held daily here 
and in Summerville at Emanuel 
Baptist Church, is Esau Jenkins. 

Mr. McKinnon yesterday 
served as moderator for a dis- 
cussion entitled "The Role of 
the Church in Implementing the 
1964 Civil Rights Bill." 

He charged that one of the 
faults of the Negro church for 
years has been the emphasis 
placed upon the soul rather than 
the entire body. 

"I don't know how you can 
save my soul without saving all 
of me," he wondered. 

"We've been concentrating on 
the soul and letting the body go 
to the devil," he continued. 

Mr. McKinnon emphasized be 
refers to the individual church 
and not the church universally, 
when raising the question, 
"What can the church do to im- 
plement the Civil Rights Act of 
1964?" 

"Let's start preaching and set- 
ting up programs designed to 
!save the whole man," he chal- 

"Man cannot be too good • 
soul If bis body is all shot to 
pieces with disease and hun- 
ger," he told a group of about 
40 persons. 

About one third of the partici- 
pants in the Charleston session 
I were white. .. •' ' • 

i Yesterday's selSTHTTpened 






with the showing of a documen- 
tary film entitled "The Streets 
of Greenwood" (Miss.). The 
film depicts the struggle of 
Negroes in Greenwood to be- 
come registered voters. 

Following the showing of the 
film, Mr. McKinnon divided the 
participants into groups to dis- 
cuss the theme of yesterday's 
seminar. Each group reported 
results of its respective discus-^ 
sion, with recommendations tor 
adoption of a number of pro- 
grams in which churches could 
aid in implementing the Civil 
Rights Act 

A similar format was followed 
at the 5:30 p.m. session in Sum- 
merville, where about 20 per- 
sons attended. 

The Rev. Henry Grant, direc- 
tor of St. John's Community 
Center and local coordinator for 
the federal government's Job 
Opportunity Program, will dis- 
cuss the advantages of the Eco- 
nomic Opportunity Program at 
today's sessions. 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover* 

In a recent speech on the floor of Congress, Rep» 
Dickinson, of Alabama, referred to the Highlander Folk 
School, lin Tennessee, as having been a Communist training 
school; but "Time" magazine stated in response to a read- 
er's letter that U. S. Government investigators cleared 
the school of Communist activities. 

Would you please clarify this situation foir me? Any 
comment you can make concerning the nature of the school 
will be appreciated. 



Respectfully, 



-#7c- ^ 
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Your letter of May 24th has been received. 






In response to your request, information In ""*"* » 
our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to CD g 
regulations of the Department oi Justice and is available 
for official use only. I am sure you will understand the 
reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to 
comment as you desire. 
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find of interest 



I am enclosing some material I hope you will 
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MAY 2 S 1935 
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Sincerely yours, 

^ Edgar Hoover 
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Communism- -The Incredible Swindle 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 
The U. S. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy 
Time for Decision 
Our Heritage of Greatness ^ 

NOTE: Correspondent is, not identifiable in Bufiles and th e Highlander v 

^oJk-SchooLhas been the subject of numerous allegations that it is a ^ 

communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tenness 
due primarily to its racial t^haracter. These allegations have not been 
substantiated. The Bureau Is cognizant of the numerous communist 
£ aflliations of personnel affiliated with the Highlander Folk School. The/7 
\y Bifrgau has not investigated this organization. (61-7511-266 r 267). it t 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 



j/ 



FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (100-4105) (RUC) 

O 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR^ 
SM - C 

O 
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Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two origins 
news clippings, plus two Xerox copies of each clipping. 
Also, one Xerox copy of each clipping is enclosed for the 
Knoxville Division since it contains information regarding 
the Highlander Folk School. One Xerox copy of each clipping 
is enclosed for Atlanta, origin in instant case, and for 
Jpckson since Dr. MEDFORD EVANS is a paid consultant of 
the national office of the Citizens' Council, headquarters 
Jackson, Miss. 



These clippings are as follows: 

Clipping of story by Staff Correspondent 
NAT CALDWELL, "Nashville Tennessean, " 
Nashville, Tennessee, captioned; "A 3-Tirae 
Visitor Reports: It Was 'Different," but 
Not Red," issue of 7/25/65. 

Clipping of story by Dr. MEDFORD EVANS, 

Consultant, Citizens* Council, appearing 

in the "Nashville Tennessean," issue of 7/2^ 

Bureau (Encs.6) (RM) /< 

Atlanta (Encs.2) (100-5586) (RM) 15 

Jackson (Encs.2) (RM) 

Knoxville (61-12) (Encs.2) (RM) 

Memphis (1 - 100-4105) 

(1 - 61-34, Highlander Research & Education Center VO 

(1 - 157-207, Nashville Citizens' Council) /yVcC 4 '- 

NOT RCCOWMB* 
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i. J SS&Sfeciai Agent in Charge 



CUDS* 3 **-.- 



Sent . 



140 A,C 16 1965 




•TTTTWyTT ^ 



-^—r 












-.;■-. ■}.-'&. I 







*V-,. 



F % p-3W) t^-3-62) 



o 



o 



€ 



(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 



r-T 



-dr"- w" r * 



• ^=jlr 



A 3-Time Visitor Reports: 5 
It Was 'Different/ but Not Red 



* • • 



• • • 



By NAT CALDWELL 
9'fl// Correspondent 

T^RACY CITY, Tenn.— Merchants up this way 
say if an election could be held on whether 
Highlander Folk School was a Communist train- 
ing school, most Grundy County folks would vote 
they think it was. 

For 30 years Highlander operated in this moun- 
tainous region and had some famous visitors and 
supporters, including Mr s. Eleanor Roosevelt.- 

Strange th in go— strange lor 
their time— went on at High- 
":Tdcr It? *he v«'j.r? before, it 



was closed in 1962 after a 
state court found beer was 
served on the premises. 

The aura of mystery that 
surrcjndcd the school and 
what went on there stimulated 
the belief by some local people 
that what was taught at Hitrh- 
Jander wes communism. This 
f»ar now has been fed by leaf- 
lets sad billboards which have 
been distributed across the 
South by the White Citizens 
Council. 

Th*se puWf cation* carry a 
picture of Dr. Martin Luther 
King seated beside M yles 
Morton, Highlander director 
in a classroom at Highlander. 
The caption on the picture 
r^ads: 

"Martin Luther King st 
Communist training school." 

Ten years after the picture 
vas lakrn Hortcn can laugh 
about the Communist caption. 

":? '3 h lander wasn't Com- 
munist then. It never has 
■__.,., «iiu nvi.on curing a 
recent visit to Nashville- where 
he attended the Race Rela- 
tions Institute at Fisk Univer- 
sity. 

"The Citizens Council knowe 
that too," ho added, 

Horton was and is a man 
who involved himself in the 
3abor movement and In the 
civil rights movement — some- 
times when he wasn't wanted, 

D«*rt»e% K>r>©rH 

"B?f*K iit tf'ft »■•?.'• iy ISSO'b there 
were reports circulated among 
some liberal groups that Hor- 
ton was admitting FBI men 
and McCarthy committee in- 
vost'^stors to Highlander to 

ain .ihf -tn to' spy on -.Com- . 

unlets. ~x ..:..>->.•,.• ^ i . J- ;J. v ^**» 
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Horton, who denied this at 
the time, says today: "While 

the Citizens council knows we \ 
weren't Communist, the doc- j 
trine ire liberal mutt have 
known we would not have used 
our facilities to train profes- 
sional government spies. 

Off and on during the years 
various charges were aimed 
at Highlander and Horton, 
who now runs a euccessor 
school at Knoxville. A 1»» 
state -legislative committee > 
hearing took a look at High- 
lander — and that probo left the _■ 
impression that Horton was an - 
opportunist but not a com- 
munist 

On three, occasions during 
its 80-year existence, in 1936, 
1M7 and again In I960— thia 
reporter visited Highlander. 

What went on there cer- 
tainly might have been nn- m 
usual to the mountain folks i 
who lived nearby. For one 
thing, there were Integrated . 
meetings— whites and Negroes 
attending eeminars together, 
singing together, square dene- ; 
Ing together, their children- 
swimming together In the lake. ; 

There were lectures amd ; 
round table discussions. The 
talk may have drifted ever the 
heads of the farmers and 
miners, some of whom 
brought their children ta the 
kindergarten Horton operated. 
There was talk of government 
and politics, labor versue capi- . 
talism; socialism versus fas- 
cism. 

Very early it was a place 
where some labor unions sent! 
some of their officials to dls-'J 
cuss their problems. Still later 
the emphasis moved to civil 
rights, as opposed J&tXftdfein* 
fields of laS»r.,.. Vi .-- tJ>i , ,*■-.£ 



** Not Un-Americon ' 

,j Certainly there was the dls? 

} content of the working class 

expressed In ,the 1930's by 

representatives of organised 

labor who represented men 

struggling out of the depres- 

i i sion just as In the 1950's there 

.was discontent expressed by i 

'■'. Negroes who "were beginnm* 

to struggle for equal rights. 

But there was never the 
feeling that this was subver- 
sive or ut%' American, even 
when some ideas w h i c h '■ 
seemed impractical, heir- 
brained or half-baked were of- 
fered. 

Much of I he thinking and 
talking at seminars and at. 
informal discussions around 
the dinner table centered On 
the needs for an urban, indus- 
trial society. Horton constant- 
ly tried to keep a light note 
on the. conversation, but fre- 
quently whe.n he told stories 
that were supposed to be fun- 
ny he would forget the punch 
line. He was an incessant 
name d roper, talking of some 
association he was supposed 
to have had with Walter Reu- 
ther, Reinhold Niebuhr, Mrs. 
Roosevelt or James Carey. 

There was a good deal of 
singing— songs like "Solidarity 
Forever" and "Picket Une 
F»™*" and "Samuel Hall." 
Later "such "songs jm s Jftg e 
Shall Overcome" and "Free- 
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dom" became favorite* as the 
g n i pnasB switched to civil 
rights. 

In * library of 8,000 vofumea 
there win a few books an 
communism — perhaps 20, In- 
cluding a wall-worn copy af 
Das Kapital. 

Merchants of this town of 
1,547 gold groceries and other 
supplies at Highlander — hut 
they don't want to talk for 
the record about the school. 
One of them that I had inter- 
viewed a few years back when 
I was up this way, told me re- 
cently he doesn't think that 
♦ he changes of time— in the 
area of labor and civil rights- 
have helped Highlander's local 
reputation. 

People up here, he said, still 
have the general impression 



Nat Caldwell 
Tells how it was 

that Highlander was Commu- 
nist. And, he said, it doesn't 
chance anybody's mind be- 
cause "President Johnson now 
says the same things that 
Miles Horton used to Bay." 

Last Thursday was tha 
- fourth anniversary of the auc- 
tion sale that disposed of tho 
school's Grundy County prop- 
erty for $43,700. 

That sale cams after a 
Grundy county jury found tho 
school "guilty" of bating a de- 
segregated institution In do- 
fiance of state laws, and ruled 
Horton was guilty of running 
tho school for his personal 
gain and guilty also of selling 
beer without a licenss. Com- 
munism was not involved In 
tho Jury's verdict 

A circuit judge, on the basis 
of these findings by the jury 
ordered the school's charter 
revoked. The Tennessee Su- 
preme Court upheld the judge 
on the grounds of operating 
for persona] gain and selling 
beer — but threw out the seg- 
regation count. In October, 
1961 the U.S. Supreme Court 
rejus cd— tp hear an appeal or 
mTewTBe case. . 




No Question *-■■ ■« 

There was never any ques- 
tion about Highlander being 
an Inter-™ rial school. And 
there was never any problem 
either about getting a drink 
of beer. 

Tho school was located in a 
remote, if not private, part of 
the eounty. It was just twelve 
miles from Tracy City — about 
throe fourths of tho way to 
Monteagle by Highway 56, a 
right turn up a country lana 
and on about a milo to Sum- 
merfioid. 

Summerfield, before High- 
lander started in 1932 and aft- 
er It left in 1962, was just a 
little rural community like 
. Allardt and Rugby and Pleas- 
ant Hill — other Cumberland 
plateau towns. 

In Highlander's 30 years 
School President Horton al- 
ways boasted — and weather 
records back up his claim — 
that no northern visitor ever 
failed to call for blankets on 
the hottest summer night . . . 
"Our money always goes for 
books, food, instruction or 
scholarships." he would say. 
"Air conditioning is for Lake 
.Tunaluska." 

The Trary City businessman 
T talked with said he, is proud 
that "for years I kept the FBI 
and the American Legion cur- 
rent on Highlander." 

He did not smile at the re- 
collection of Horton's famous 
warm-up introduction to High- 
lander for visitors. Often, he 
said, it was a prelude to an 
appeal for donations. 

"Everybody wants to forget 
we had that mess up here," 
the businessman said. 

Horton has never denied 
that the school he ran was 
"different," but he offers to 
reporters who ask about the 
Communist charge the fact 
that when he applied for a 
passport to England In the 

middle of tho 1959 Tennessee 
legislative committee probe of 
"communism** at Highlander, 
be rot his passport quickly ; 
and without a hitch. He was! 
going to England to act aa! 
chairman at an international ' 
educational conference. I 

Horton also points out the! 
Treasury Department revoked '■. 
the school's tax exempt status : 
after the U.S, Supreme Court's j 
1962 refusal to hear an ap-I 
peal from a Tennessee Su-: 
preme Court decree revoking; 
its charter. 

But Internal Revenue agents 
checked the charges of sub- 
version as well as tho charges 
of operating the school for 
personal gain. Aftar a faw 
months tho tax exemption for 
school supporters was re- 
stored for tho succession High- 
lander school. Horton now 
runs in Knoxvllle. Also the ex- 
emption was made retroactive 
so tho school could collect en 
Hs past duo foundation grants. 
Horton. while denying the 
Communist charge, boasts of 
Highlander's achievements ?aa 1 

a. trainlntr lunf.n **.m .1^11 



rights workers and, aartfety 
for union labor orgamaSrSr** 1 . 

Proud of Kindergarten , * 

Horton was proud of the 
kindergarten at Highlander. 
It was for those under 8 year a. 
old, not unlike today's Opera- 
tion Headstart. 

He boasted to visitors about 
tho kindergarten as he did 
about the weather. It waa 
ataffed, he claimed, by tha 
nation's top Instructors, vaca- 
tioning at Highlander and 
paying their own way. They 
were, he said, regular etaff 
members of the nation's most 
famous kindergarten, the 
Chasa School. 

There were other Horton 
boasts in addition to Weather 
and kindergarten. He main- 
tained his school had done a 
better job than the labor move- 
ment in training labor leaders. " 
And probably because of this 
criticism of labor he was 
squeezed down to two or three 
minutes on a state CIO con- 
vention program, a state labor 
federation meeting and a rail- 
road brotherhood's program. ' 
This was in the late Forties. 

A Loud Griper 

During that -very period 
Horton griped louder and, 
more and more publicly as he. 
called attention to his school's 
"right to be heard" In labor 
circles. The more th* unions 
tried to ignore him, tho more 
he complained, 

Highlander was switching 
during this period from labor 
leadership training to integra- 
tion leadership training. Most 
of tho Tennessee unions, at the 
time, took a dim view of com- 
bining the two. Most labor 
loaders thought union deseg- 
rogation in tho South would 
wreck their organization. 

When Congressional com- 
mittee investigators placed 
Horton On their grill In tho 
following years aa though ho 
was a well known Communist 
Horton entered into a name- 
firing contest with Investiga- 
tors. He nearly panicked the 
Eastland Committee's New 
Orleans hearing in 1953. He 
was ejected from hearing 
rooms for upsetting hearings, 
as a nuisance, and once as a 
disturber of the peace. 

This reporter questioned 
him at a Tennessee labor con- 
vention after the New Or- 
leans hearings. About tha* 
time, probably based on his 
weird performance*. Informa- 
tion spread that Highlander 
might bo a training bass for 
professional FBI and commit- 
tee Informer-infiltrators. 

Following the New Orleans 
hearings this reporter que*- ' 
tioncd him at a Tennessee 
Labor Convention about 
whether he had accepted : 
funds from J. Edgar Hoover 
or Senator Joseph McCarthy, , 
Horton 'a reply was: 
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Horton and the school bad 

lome difficulty In successfully 

refuting such charges at tho 

time. The reason: the only 

■ two well known Communist* 

seen fairly frequently around 

Highlander in the early days, 

Paul Crouch *nd H. B. Rosa, 

were by this time making- the 

; rounds of the congressional 

committee hearings, Llk* 

scores of olhr.r professional 

Communists thry were singing 

: their hearts out fnr pay. They * 

.-—and Hortnn — were suspect 

; among tlis Cnmmuniet*. ■ 

_' n those years hard-cere 

, Communists were trying to -in- 

; filtrate th» labor movement, 

. just as they ar» trying to 

infiltrate the civil rights 

movement today, and this 

may account for the presence. 

of such known Communists- as 

Crouch and Ross at Hioh- 

iander. 

Today a revived Highlander 
exists under a new name at 
Knoxville. It has under way 
training schools for civil 
rights workers and literacy 
courses st half a dozen sites 
ecross the South. And soon - 
it will come up with a pro- 
gram for Appalachian poverty 
areas. 
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A Council Leader 
Speaks His Piece 
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Consultant, Cttizi'ni? "CountH "*' * 

WT^HERE'S such divinity doth hedffe a king— ". 

i- said Shakespeare. Yet pretenders have 

fallen;: Let us not be intimidated by a name and an, 



image; 

In September 1957 Martin 
Luther- King was present at 
the Highlander FoHt School 
In Monteagle, Tennessee, and 
was photographed by an agent 
of the Gw>r£i* Commission on 
Education. Someone has ask- 
,..; .,..,.:.... - if Highlander 
was a Communist training 
school. — the photographer was 
a Communist also. The an- 
swer Js that hs probably 
passed* for one at the time. 
One of the pictures he took 
■hows Martin Luther King 
malting, a speech. 

In another, which was to be- 
come- famous. King In seated 
In an audience which Included 



Horton and WfHlamV white. 
Highlander end SCEF are lar- 
left institutions with charact- 
eristically ambiguous relation-; 
■hips A with the Communist. 
P*rty» ;., ^ 

This group photograph has 
been , widely circulated for 
many 'years. Initially It was 
distributed by the Georgia 
Commission in a circular 
showing racially integrated ac- 
tivities at Highlander. In IMS 
Mississippi Governor Roes 
Barnett showed It before a 
televised hearing in Washing*; 
ton. Thousands of letter-etas 



MTAINED 



<>«- 7/25/65 

Edition i 

A.thor:pR # MEDFOHD EV/ 

Editor:jpHN SEIOENTHAU 

Charactari 

Classification! \fl~$J 
Submitting OIHc» t ftBJPHIS 



copies have been distributed 1 
, „ , « . Jt * . by the ^ NashviHe Cttlaetu' 
■JsoM^ks.Hortoji director of Council.::. . .' 

Htj?h/ani3eri rhe late Aubrey, , , ■ , u 

WilllamD, then presided "ST |- nil Ikrvnrrl fWm ' ! 1 
tRe-Smifr^m Conference Edu- ,n »»"> oara r OTm .' 1 
cationaA, Fund, Inc.; and AJfca 
ncr.Berrm of the Central Com- 
«m^5^s~Btof. the Communist 
party„£SA. Berry if a Negro, 
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Recently it has been ,--. 
pared in billboard form by the; 

Citiseni*>Council -f TftllB't,— ' 
Office 1h Shreveport and made' 
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f available for general public 
' d tep;&7 AJ T h«i authenticity of 
} the photograph has not been 
1 questioned. What ha* been 
' questioned 1* the propriety of 

f)ubli«hinjr it. Or, more ex<w»- 
y, of displaying it on a bill- 
board, 'for even Much a critic 
a* THE TENNESSEAN has pub- 
Hihed it more than once a* a 

< news photo. There Is a fine 
>. line there somewhere. 

} In general, the critics are 
Mike Hamlet whan ha said, 
f "All «©f which I moit power- 
fully and patently believe, but 
r I hold |r not honesty ta have 
. K thusjset down." 
j Civic* leaders are reported 
f In the press as deploring ex* 

< hibiUon of the billboards, but 
1 none Challenge the authen- 
ticity of the photograph. 
; There, seems to be little ln- 
, terest JH* whatever truth Is 
? back of- the algn, but excited 
j concern "for its possible ef- 
(-fect on some commercial or 
i political image. 

F Intemperate 

; Often the criticisms are as 
I Intemperate in style as they 
„ are irrelevant to the substan- 
; tlve Issue. A Chamber of Com- 
merce official falsely charact- 
erises the Citizens' Council as 
[". "clandestine," and speaks of 
. "hooded Ku Klux Klanners.** 
j THE TENNESSEAN of June 13 
i continued a front-page story 
t. about the Nashville billboards 
\ to Page 6-A, where the con- 
l tinuatlon. lies under a photo- 
f graph of a Klan group in 

* Natchez, Miss. There Is no 
I line between the picture of 
-, hooded *men standing under 
I one of the nationally dlstrib- 

* uted billboards and the two- 
> column '.head "Citizens' Coun- 
1 ell," which does not lncluda 
.. the usual catch line, "contin- 
1" wed from page one." 

I The affect i* that hera ' la 
f a photograph of the Citizens' 
1 Council *ln Nashville, Tenn., 

* when 'It is actually a photo- 
graph of the Klsn in Natchez, 



nantly white group Is not to 
malign a race— certainly not 
the Negro race. Incredibly, 
this apokesman for the Nash- 
ville area business communi- 
ty, in affecting to deplore the 
creatiofi'of "111 will," says that 
the Citizens* Council billboards 
remind him of the "era of ha- 
tred wntch existed in Dallas 
before "President Kennedy's 
murder."- The Chamber of Com- 
merce's own image ta hardly 
going to be helped either in 
Dallas or Tennessee by that 
kind of immoderate outburst. 
(Editor's Note: The Cham- 
ber official quoted here was 
Ed Shea, executive vice presi- 
dent.*;",; 

Better Balanced 



of piety, which R may mmtt 
impious to deface. Tt I "Hi 
rector J. Edgar Hoover has a' 
good image too. And either, 
Martin Luther King or J. Ed- 
*r»r Hoover ts a liar. A hard 
choice, but we have to take 
one or the other. We cant 
have both. Mr. Hoover called 
Dr. King a liar. Therefore, If 
Dr. King Is not a liar, Mr. 
Hoover is one. Vice versa, if 
Mr. Hoover is not a liar, then 
Dr. King Is one. Tea, ft may bo 
said, but do we have to talk 
about it? Since not only our 
way of life but our lives may 
be at stake, we ahould. ; 

But It needs no blast from' 
J. Edgar Hoover to raise ques- 
tions about King's veracity. 
When the billboards first ap- 



Better balanced is the com- P*»red in Louisiana and Ala- 

ment of the Metro Human Re- ■"■ m J» -*• K *»»' *" quoted by 

lations . Committee chairman, the Associated Press as saying 

as quoted In THE TENNES6EAN 4 "J «>• Highlander Folk School; 

of June 20, for he observes cor- * spent exactly one hour 

recUy that no action could be J n «™ b*<* to 195*. If I was 

taken to prevent display of the H!*"*? * h *re *t was mighty 

billboards without Infringing! « hort training." That the visft 

the "right of free speech underj 8 " ma to have been In 1957, 

the first a m endment" Tat J™h«r th *n 1W8 *» not fanpor- 

this dignitary" too" deplores the \ Jllbtf ovS'tha nroh^m*. 

billboards, "which serve no Sat It ^a*t«! £*?S^ ««I 

purpose other than to cause . W.- Bu "« v JraJ?hin« sCt 

strife ^ and tension m th. com- j thT.iSL'E? *£?&%£&■ 



m unity. 

(Editor's Note: The official 
quoted here was Robert J. 
Warner Jr.) 

Perhaps ha has not followed 
the career of Martin Luther 
King. King has stated that his 
basic method of operation is 
the development of "creative 
tension." And from the Mont- 
gomery bus boycott of 1956 to 
the Seima march of 1965 ha 
has done a remarkable job of 
creating tension. If you are 
against tension, H Is hard to 



First. King does not deny 
that the Highlander Folk 
School w«j« » Communist 
training center. ; 

Second, what he does deny 
—which is that he could have 
received a significant amount 
of training in the short time 
he was there— is something 
which the billboard never 
said. It says simply, "Martin 
Luther King at Communist 
Training School." He could 
have been there not to receive 



It ahould he added that the 
billboards do serve another 
and a very useful purpose, 
which is the presentation of an 
important fact about an im- 
Mi si. This is either very slop- portant man. The lawyers have 
py make-up, or vry good. Be a saying, "Res ipsa loquitur," 
thst as. it may, the Council the thing speaks for Itself. The 



see how you can be for Mar- J training but to jrive It Anoth- 
tin Luther King. ' «• photograph exists, as noted 

- above, showing him at a aort 
of lectern. He could, of course. 



and the Klan have no con- 
nection' with each other. If 
THE TENNESSEAN and tho 
Chamber of Commerce official 
Imagine that their own obvi- 
ous imputation of guilt by as- 
sociation is merely paying the 
Council in its own kind, they 



basis of Anglo-Saxon justice, 

the basis of the doctrine of 

freedom of the press, is that 

citizens may judge of and from of ve * r » w 'th tb* Highlander 

facts. .... - 



have given a aignificant le©-? 
ture in an hour. '• 

Third— and most Important 
—the spirit of King's ostensi- 
bly facetious remark is totally' 
misleading. However brief the- 
time he spent at Monteagle, he 
has collaborated over a period 



•If the photograph of Martin 
Luther King at Highlander 



msy have failed to. reflect J «" *£* 1*1 sM2S°2l! 



f that while the Citizens* Coun- 

* cil has no control over who 
; stands under one of its signs 

to be photographed, Martin 
: Luther King certainly did 
■ have control over whether he 

went to a Communist training 

school or not. ■ 
i The Chamber of Commerce 

man is as absurd as he is pom- 

* poua when he deiivere tha dlc- 
. turn, "No good can ever coma 
: from maligning a race through 
i one of Its leaders." Of course, 
f M^^ssSaMarttn i»tuer King 
tasaociatmg with A.^pwdoml-;Jir J lng..Tha man has an taaga 



ahould come down. Since it Is 

Jrenutne It , should be studied 
or Its meaning, not avoided 
with a shudder. If Interpreta- 
tions vary, let the dispute go 
on. Nothing is gained by fear- 
ful or obstinate silence. Not 
even communism is more omi- 
nous fot the future of Ameri- 
ca than the reluctance of lead- 
ers to face facts. 

Image of Piety ' * 

Not that it Is pleasant to 
face nil the facts about Dr. 



institution. The following ap-: 
peered in the New York' 
Times of Feb. 23, 1960 under 
the by-line of Claude Sitton: 

"Atlanta, Feb. 22 — The' 
Southern Christian Leadership. 
Conference and the Highland- 
er Folk School have joined 
forces to train Negro leaders, 
for the civil rights struggle. 
The program was disclosed 
here by conference headquar- 
ters. The conference Is made 
up of various anti-segregation 
groups and is headed by the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. A conference spokesman, 
said eleven Negroes had Just, 
completed a week's training 
course at Highlander. Anoth-, 
er class of fifteen or mora: 
will be held in a jjQuj L^wj? 
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Dr. Med ford Evans i» * paid consultant for 
the national office of the Citizens' Council. In 
this letter to THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN he 
defends the council'* billboard attack* on Mar- 
tin Luther King, and defend* the policies of 
the council. 



S££3K™?i? 




Is situated in the Cumberland 
Mountains near Monteagie, 
Term., between Chattanooga 
and Nashville. It Is headed by 
Myles Horton and ha* been In- 
volved In several conlrover- 



Back ef all the controversy &£„**££* * r «^>a«d«i ^ 

i-Wt?r Dr. King's veracity, and f ?* 11 ^ convicted along wlCn '. 

back of the concern over the ™, Rosenbergs of wartime , 

billboard*, is the basic ques- ^ p i2****. **°»» ***• bacarao/j 

tion of the nature of his rela- * J^ mmuni ! 1 t 41 cau **, ««•»**.• 

tionship with communism. The £ no * her ** UUon a •fcn« d bv- 

liberal attitude seems to be ,~r| •!*•".£ *"*•? ' or Jun - ? 

that this question must not J"fJ ™f*. th *,N«th Ca ™ ,ln * 

be raised, much less answered. £° mm ""I" 1 V i?, ,ator . of ,""* 

The thoughtful and informed !„**££. This in/ormatJon ; 

citizen, however, cannot avoid ^ S^* . ta «*5l ^"J 11 "} ^ 
raising it. Anthony Lewis re- 

?orted in the New York 
imes Nov. JO, 1964. "It was 
learned today that Mr. Hoover 
also had said during the in- 
terviews—In which he had 
called King the most notorious 



Dr. Medford Evan* 
Quotes Shakespeare 



affiliations of persons 
nected with It" 

Then Times reporter Sitton 
went on to say. 
era said the 
King's organization 
Highlander raised serious 
questions of prestige for the 
conference. They contended 
that because of the delicacy of 
the racial problem and High- 
lander's controversial status, 
it would be difficult now for 



1961 Issue of "New America.'* ' 
a Socialist publication. 

Foreign Policy ■ j 

As to support of tha Com-"^ 
munist line on foreign policy, 
the UFI reported on October; 
10. 1961 that King had urged 



sit* "because of the political j »ar In 1 the country~"that »r. 

affiliations of persons o>n- • King had Communist connec- admission of Red China to the 

tlons." Mr. Hoover did not , United Nations, and Allen and : 

specify the connections, but it Scott reported in early Decam- 

•**ms unlikely that he was her 1964 that Klnr had wir*d : 

iy. "Some obscrv- making Jt all up, and some President Johnson 7 tVimnSS 

affiliation of Dr. M King'- Communist connec- i^^^^S^Si' 

miration w th ti on , M ^ 8pec ified from m!ei . „T ^EX^tJlt 



_th* public record. 

His Associate* 



mler Moise Tshombe. "King 

sent this forceful message," _• 

said the columnists, "after th* s 

President authorized the use; 

His persona] and profes- °f U.S. planes to drop Belgian ■ 

slonal associations have In- paratroopers on Stanleyville » 

eluded Baxasd-RusUn. Huaigt to rescue hundreds of whita - 

Southern whites "oMiberafor ?£*< pW *fta* Jack.JH. hostages in rebel hands.* There. 

moderate persuasion to deal • v*>eU, and Cart Brjfatti— all nav* been Tew clearer choices t 



Important figureiTWthe Com- between Communists and ant!~ 
munist movement In this coun- Communists than that be- i 
try. More famous Communist tween the Stanleyville "rebels" ' 
associates of King are Ahmed,, and Tshombe. King chose th* 
Ben Bella, th* former dictator Communist*. 
Ot-Argerta. and Kwame Nkru- * 
mah, the "Saviern***Of Ghana, 
Whm Nkrumah was installed 



1 

appreciate this space in ; 

THE TENNESSEAN. (I am as- * 



with the conference." The ac- 
curacy of this estimate of 
Southern whites of liberal or 
moderate persuasion may be 
questioned but there is no 
question that Dr. King's asso- 
ciation with Highlander has 

j not been a brief or trivial af- 

", fair. 

i : The school at Monteagle _ i( ipi „ miv „., tll oc „ 

; was 'closed down shortly after Bel)a came ^ the United Council. Actually, I thought. 

[ the above dispatch appeared. g Utc8 jn October 1962. he saw your attack on us lacked his- 

't- but acUvity continued from j onn Kennedy in the Whit* ter - You raised a little doubt ■ 

■s an address in Knoxville called House and Martin Luther *» to whether I really have a 1 

» "Highlander Center." An ap- King In the Barclay hotel In J*hJ>. from Yale*. I do, but IM 

V peal for financial support isr ew y rk. To Bhow the peck- .<*ont see that It matters very , 

signed by Myles Horton under mj? on j e r, perhaps. King much. 



*vt»eTi Nkrumah was installed „,—«__ _. T «*n «■..» v.l nl 

at the helm In Accra, Kin* *T n f f^UT?** ""V * ba w 

was there on the P^tform '* et * u ^ ^ »^ »•* »uch 

with 'his friend. When «- of U to defend th. Citteens ■ 



Ben 



date of May 15, 1963 speaks 
poetically of "the Highlander 
, Idea like a Phoenix rising 
, from the ashes," and claims 
' as part of the Highlander nro- 
' gram "the Citizenship Schools 
1 now being spread throughout 
the South by Dr. Martin Lu- 



chsiiged the time of his ap^ What matters mora Is that 

pointinent with Ben Bella, and £« neglected th. aubst.ne.. 

the latter accepted the change. •» Or. Henry Garrett's I mpor- ^ 

My source is the Harlem tdi- <»nt remarks en Ths Reality 

tion of the Pittsburgh Courier, of Race." Yeu knew, the race -. 

On points. King seems tur- controversy In this country et ; 

ther ahead of Ben Bella today present could pretty waif be ■ 

than ever. summed up by tha questions, i 




Martin Luther King Jr." *» 
!' one of the "Highlandet Snon- 
i , sors." 4 

t; Just how derogatory the 
r Highlander sssocistton msy 
" b« to Dr. Kino rsmsJns * mst- 
i ter of opinion, but whst III ec- 
F. cords with the ssintly image 
L of him Is that he himself 
.■ should undertake to contract 
f to one hour sn sssociation 
', which on th* record Is spread 
i , ever five or six year*, and to 

minimise the Import one* of 
i that association wh*n on th* 
1 record It Involved eotlabors- 
fdh 1 ■e^iith* top *ch*lon on 
^policy and program. J 



with which the "Negro rovolu-! Lyndon Johnson says, They do i 
tion" in the United States may exist, but they ought not to. 4 
be classed. It is so classod by The Citizens* Council says they • 
th* Communists. That is why do exJst, and they ought to , 
they support it. It Is so classed continue to exist. Or. Osrret > 
by th* CHEsens' Council. That .supported the first of thoso 
is why we oppose It, JproposHions with weight ef 

Besides his associations— »eien title *vid*n**| whole! 
end those with Rustln anl American tradition *upports 
O'Dell could well he ihe sub- <ne second with respect for 
ject of a separate article— human diversity. 
King ha" put into "th* file" a Your chief complaint against 
record of signing Oommun'jit us seems to be our "air of 
petitions and supporting the secrecy." We Just have that 
Communist line on important air, don't we? But really you 
issues of foreign policy. The suggest no *ecr*ta darker than 
Communist "Worker" of Nov. the number of our jnembars, 
27. 1960 listed King a* signer u d the identity of individuals . 
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ministrative reticence 
,we share with the NAACP and 
with Dr. King's own SCLC. Be- 
fore me as I write is a copy 
of a plea on Martin Luther 
.King's personal letterhead for 
his dear friends to send checks 
payable to the SCLC. For their 
convenience a business-reply 
.envelope was enclosed, and on 
,the reverse side under the flap 
there was space for four, 
names and addresses, with this 
heading: '1 suggest that you 
send your appeal to the fol- 
lowing persons without men- 
tioning my name." Some of 
these techniques are Ju s %t about 
universal, aren't they? 
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This photo of "Martin Luther King • • 
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[ Communist Training School'.* was a repri nt fro 

t fUm "n»nrm> f!nmmiasion on Education.** *^"'-' •-•-. 
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* Myles Horton right, cettures at he answers a question during the 1959 ' 
:.»?^j|f^»T*^HWJ«id«r Folk School. At left Is Horton's attorney, Jor- i 
I flan Mokes IHj^^.; ^J. ^.^ .,.. . .• ; - ' ■ — * 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 






INFORMATIVE NOTE 

10-18-65 



Dote 



Attached reports Information receiv- 
ed from State Commission on Human 
Rights, Nashville, Tennessee, to effect 
that swastika stickers had been placed 
on windows of Highlander Research and 
Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, 
and that other acts of vandalism occurred] 

The Highlander Research and Educa- 
tion Center is a very controversial * 
school because of its inter-racial 
character. It is not under investigation] 
and Knoxville was previously instructed 
not to make any investigation of school 
or individuals connected with it. 

Since local authorities are con- 
ducting Investigation and are aware of 
complaints from Human Rights Commission 
and in absence of indication of Federal 
violation, no investigation being ordered 
by the Bureau. 

Information in attached will be 
furnished to the Civil Rights Division. 
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SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 

HIGHLAND ^ PF.<jF&prTj frwn .^?T^ r ^ Tris5 

^UCATIONCENTER .^t nr ~ v ?&*% 

miscell?^eS 1 0§"*1!HI , ormation ^.t? i s * <>? 
concerning dat£ 

Re Knoxville teletype 10/18/65. 

tt ^ ^ Enclosed herewith are the driginal and seven cop 

h*C > O of a letterhead memorandum bearing above caption. Copies 

3 ■* S have been disseminated locally to Secret Service 

•s .. o Intelligence authorities * l 

2 Sources used to describe Highlander Research 

r? 2 |t Education Center are: 

k © ~ * T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Commi 
» " ft g to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations , which committee 
g;T advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews with 
P £ various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau 
JP furnished copies of this memorandum to the Hew York Office by 
^ | w letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds, 
\ 2 Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement 
— Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - C" 
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-The Bureau it aware of the fact that Highlander !■ a v 
very controversial subject in Knoxville area and local feeling - 
against this school is so strong that any individual or any 
group of individuals could be responsible for above acts .*^ ;^ v ^ ; 
Bureau has previously instructed the Knoxville Office to make :■, 
no investigation concerning Highlander or individuals connected 
with the school. This school is continually receiving ^ « >v > - 
unfavorable press publicity by one of the local papers /^lAo,.^^. 
have alleged Communist connections* *^- %:&&^*&i*..?,-,,-~- ■■■■'-* ;..,^*\* »■':■-.■■:■■ 

No investigation is being conducted by the Knoxville 

Office. ... ..,..,... V-.., ■.-,.■,:;-:■;.:■.. V ,. • .■.-■■ :■ -. . . . ■'■■,.- A;>;,V '.' 

" "* ■-*■:'.-.■-.%, -:■■■;■■■* ; TVX ; - V^V^*?^^ * >V* -:■*-■■■ 
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UNI^O STATES DEPARTMENT OF JtJ^ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON, D.C 20535 

October 19, 1965 



tr^r* 



In Reply, Plmue R*f*r to 
FiUNo. 

Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: *«*»**. . r-{ j.' it. 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5.' 5kI! Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) Q Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) gr] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government^ 

6. CZ* Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished Q enclosed □ is not available 

i"~l may be available through 







* ■•.-.if.*'?!' 



Very truly yours, 
V John Edgt Hoover 



Director 



1 - special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)-*2) (RM) 
U. S. Secret Service , Nashville, Tennessee 



Enclosure(s) 



(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, thie transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.) 
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Deleted under exemption(s) JzZJ^- L..^i J- ^rT with no segregable 

material available for release to von. 



] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

j Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

J Document(s) originating with the following government agencv'ies) * 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



e advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
'age's) withheld for the following reason's): 



For vour information: 
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KX T-2 advised that IjOUXS BUDENZ, admitted former editor 
of the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and 
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 
1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ 
did not give further details regarding this school. 

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News- Sentinel , 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, contained 
an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had announced plans 
for a similar school at Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 

Drive. The article identified, MYLES HORTON as Director of 
Highlander. 

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 
1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee 
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme 
Courts. 

The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk 
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under 
court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director 
of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for 
an organization called Highlander Research and Educational 
Center. 

<7~ On November 1961, % B Office 

/*— ^' of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, Uashville, Tennessee, 
made available records which reflect that a charter of 
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center, 
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961. 

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the 
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education 
and Research Center. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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UNlfvp STATES DEPARTMENT OF jf^ICE 

FEDEHAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
October 19, 1965 
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Title HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 

Character MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 

Reference Letterhead memorandum, captioned 
as above, dated October 19, 1965 



All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past D 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
acency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI e -- ' '--* " : --~ -/^AV 

, KNOXVILLE (61-12)*^,^ ^^.F£- V *-JL-<J> 
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HIGHLANPEIUR£S£AACH ^AND 

EDUCATION RENTER 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

W?9 Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau 10/19/65. |HHp7f Zt7- 

Enclosed herewith are the original and seven bop ies 



* 
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r .>>'--. Civ':- ^ 
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-of a letterhead memorandum bearing above caption. Copies 
Have been disseminated locally to Secret Service and Army 
> Intelligence authorities. 

Sources used to describe Highlander Research an 
^■Education Center are: 



"'^i 



T-l is 






T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee 
to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, which committee 
advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews, with 
various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau _ 

furnished copies of this memorandum to the New York Off ice by 
letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds, 
Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement the 
Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - C".^ 

AGENCY: ACSI, OKI, OSl g&Wil /7* 



DATE FOR 
HOW FORW: 

BuR 
Knoxvill 



: ACSI, OKI, OSI ^^^% '°] / 1 "7/3,1 
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^>* Approved 

B9l 



I __ Sen^— J- 

^Sj^gent in Char « e CONFIDENTIAL 



_M 



mr^j'i 



»-<*' *.*' *•} r y » 



FD-376 {#i-6>S) 



'?'V. £Vi 





t ' - 

' ■■■■ ft. 

i 0^ 




UNIT ) STATES DEPARTMENT 01- J 



ICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF I N \ ESTI G ATI ON 



WASHINGTON, D.C 20S35 

November 5, 1965 



In Reply, PUate Refer to 
File No. 

Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro- 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2- □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movpjnent; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. x] Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior. 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

<c) {5T] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

b\ □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 

Photograph □ has been furnished Q enclosed □ is not available 

□ may be available through . 



6u^ 



^ 



Very truly yours, 

■ W 7T 

John Edg^r Hoover 
Director 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)— 2) 

U. S. Secret Service, Nashville, Tennessee 



iosure(s) 



(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, tbit transmittal form 
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.} 
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[ 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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KX T-Jadvised that LOUIS BUDEN^ admitted foxmer editor 
of the "Daily Worker", and East Coast Communist newspaper, and 
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 
1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pr o- Communist . BUDENZ 
did not give further details regarding this school. 

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News -Sentinel , 
a local daily newspaper published at K noxville^^^^ gaaeggee, contained 
an article reflecting the H ighlander Jroik scnpol bad announced 
plans for a similar school aV J *h6x , v"ll\ 1 e" ,, tb be iv^ated at 1625 
Riverside Drive. The article identified 
of Highlander. * 



MYLES^HORTON a s Director 



The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News - 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 
1961, assets for Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws 
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme 
Courts. 

The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News- Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk 
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under 
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court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director of 
Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and has been g ranted a State Charter for an organization 
called Highlander Research and Educational Center. 



mJ^ 




Office 
, Tennessee , 



-M 




On November 16, 1961, 
of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, ftasnviiie 
made available records which reflect that a charter of incorpora 
tion for the Highlander Research and Education Center, Inc. , was 
certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961. 

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the 
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education 
and Research Center. 
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Sources of this Bureau whoae 
identities are concealed in 
this document have f umithed 
reliable information in the put 







This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the F B i. \> is the property of the F. B. I. and is loaned to your 
agency ;? a. - • i "> contents are not to be retributed cutside your agency 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI"*'.;'": -' 
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



~aS&sr 








HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 

: Enclosed herewith are the original and seven 
copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing the above.. 
caption. Copies have been disseminated locally to ■ 
Army Intelligence authorities* '^ r * ■ .':■:"'■• ':■■-**"* r»".-S 



y 






and 



Sources used to describe Highlander Research 
Education Center are: ^ 
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T-2 is the House of Representatives SelecC g Kl 
Committee to' Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, j 5 
which committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reQect^ng 
interviews with various witnesses, including LOUIS BpDENB. 
c The Bureau furnished copies of this memorandum to «r« New 
York Office by letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of 
Benevolent Trust Funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary 
Instructions to Implement the Progress of Subversive Groups; 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEHAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
December 7, 1965 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 
CONCERNING , 




The Knoxville Journal , a daily newspaper, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, on November 20, 1965, contained an article stating 
that a fire, apparently deliberately • set, heavily damaged the 
front portion of the Appalachian Political Action Center, 
511 Clinch Avenue, Knoxville. 



On December 7, 1965, 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 




KX T-2, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised that LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted former editor of the 
"Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and former 
official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 1952, 
that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ 
did not give further details regarding this school. 

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxvill e News-Sentine 
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, con- 
tained an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had 
announced plans for a similar school at Knoxville to be located 
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYXES HORTON 
as Director of Highlander. 

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Kno x ville News- 
Sent ine l contained an article reflecting that on "December 16, 
1961", assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee 
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States 
supreme Courts. 

The July 8, 1962, issue of Th e Knoxville . News-S ent ins. 3 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander 
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction 
under court decree. The article stated that MYXES HORTON, 
Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for 
or organization called Highlander Research and Educational 
center. 
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CENTER 



On November 16 , 1961, ^ W Office 

of Secretary of State, State of Tennessee, Nashville, 'i-e.unt&see, 
made available records which reflect that a charter of 
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center, 
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961 

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the 
organization also carries the name ss the Highlander Education 
and Research Center. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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Optional Form No. 10 
UNITrDSTATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 



TO: 
FROM? 

RE J 



K&£$, 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAVANNAH 



DATE: 3/18/66 



HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



BUFILE NO: 61-7511 
SAVANNAH FILE NO: 100-5125 
COLUMBIA FILE NO: 

Due to the opening of the Columbia Office, the 
following action is being taken in the captioned matter: 




A. 



LOCATION OF FILE 

1. ( x) Entire file transferred to Columbia herewith. 

2. ( ) File transferred to Columbia except one copy 

of following serials retained at Savannah: 



*?>.- .« 



3. ( ) File retained at Savannah but one copy of the 
following serials transferred to Columbia. 



■ :r - 



fc 






fe.,„... 



B. 



OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

( ) Savannah 
( x) Columbia 

( ) . 



(j^y- Bureau 

1 - Columbia (Enc. 1) 
1 - Savannah 



C. STATUS 

( ) Pending 

(x ) RUC to Columbia 

( ) -Closed to Columbia 



2 MAR 21 1966 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



<3) „ <m~ HEREIN IS 



UNCLASSIFIED 

BY_5£2 
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I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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E-T ACLU Branch 
Defends Rights 
of Highlander 

Mayor Rogers Says 
Center Is Entitled 
To Full Protection 

The East Tennessee Branch 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union has condemned recent at- 
tacks, both verbal *nd physical, 
on the Highlander Research and 
Education Center on Riverside 
Drive as "attacks upon the right 
of free speech and free asso- 
ciation." 

Mayor Leonard Rogers has 
been informed by letter of a 
recent resolution adopted by 
East Tennessee Branch, which 
is headed by Harry Wiersema, 
a retired TVA engineer. The 
ntaycfr agreed that Highlander 
is entitled to protection. 
Attacks "Unwarranted* 

"We are aware of recent 
events," the letter said, "con- 
cerning the Highlander Re- 
search and Education Center, 
Including bombings, irresponsi- 
ble attacks by a local newspa- 
per and handbills, insurance 
cancellation and attempts to re- 
voke the state charter, with 
veiled reference to undisclosed 
Information in City Council 
meetings. These are considered 
unwarranted attacks upon this 
Institution." 

The resolution states: 

"The Board of Directors of 
the East Tennessee Civil Liber- 
ties Union takes note of recent 
attacks upon the rights of free 
speech and free association of 
all citizens of our community 
and state. Wa affirm that any 
locally constituted school or oth- 
er organization must be protect- 
ed from violence against its 
property, no matter how contro- 
versial its activities, and we 
command the efforts that have 
been made to protect the prop- 
erty of the Highlander Research 
and Education Center. We fur- 
ther affirm the right of such an 
organization to pursue its edu- 
cation program under its state 
charter and we call upon other 
citizens to stand with oa tfl 
fupporting thjg hisis* American 
freedom w . 



Sh waM f fa r ff Evidence 

Mayor Rogers said that while 
he does not condone all the ac- 
tivities of Highlander, the cen- 
ter is entitled to full protection 
under the law. 

"I swore to uphold the law 
and protect the rights of any 
citizen whether I agree or dis- 
agree with him, 

"Some have made charges 
against Highlander and as often 
is true, they are not restricted 
to facts. ( Tne FBI and the In- 
ternal Revenue Service both 
have clearedHlghlander Center. 
Those citizens who level charges 
•hould come forth with evi- 
dence. Until such evidence is 
presented, I shall see that High- 
lander's property and rights are 
protected from those who would 
take the law into their own 
handfc," Mayor Rogers said 
I would do for any citi- 
zen." 
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Tour letter of November 22nd, with enclosure, 

WAS* , £ * 

It is a pleasure to learn you have found our jfib- 
lication, the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, of interest. WHh 
respect to your request to have it sent to you, it is published 
primarily for law enforcement officers, and it has been necessary 
to restrict its distribution. I regret I cannot be of help buff&nist 
you will understand. 

Regarding the article to which you refer stating 
the FBI has cleared the Highlander Research and Education 
Center, this Bureau does not furnish clearances or nonclearance&Q? 
of any type. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the ^T 
Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws <* 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization^ 
publication or individual. ^ 






ALL INFORMATIONdPONTAINED 

Sincerely yours, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED' N 





BI has never investigated the Highlander Research and Education '\ 
^lt^jrlt is very controversial because of its interracial character, 
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and the Knoxville Office has been instructed not to make 
an investigation of the school or individuals connected 
with it. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear 



Hoover; 




in. i*/ T * e , the KnoxviHe area have a problem concerning f 
the Highlander. Center. This is a tax-exempt organization 
ffe are having to support it with our tax dollars. It 
has gained support with teachers who teach our children 
area churchmen, the Knoxville Mayor, on the University ' 
ol Tennessee campus. Yet it seems that there is no 
possible way to find out if it is alright, or not 
alright? Most people do not believe things unless the 

11 ft ay S. S0 ; X ? t the FBI is simply an "investigative ' 
body , the local police do -not have the authority to ; "' 
say. There seems to be no way to find out. 

Is there no organization that you can report^^lw-* 
this area to give the people a reliable answer? -^^— ~ 

* 



Thank you. 



Sincerely, 



A 
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Highlander 
Defended 
At Meeting 

BV RALPH GRIFFITH 

Those who attack Highlander 
Research Center are destroying 
themselves, for Highlander is 
doing nothing more than speak- 
ipg'out for Negroes, Rev. Frank 
^'Gordon said last night. 

" Mr. Gordon, pastor of Shiloh 
Presbyterian _Chxn:th' and" for- 
mer state president of NAACP, 
warned that Knoxville could be- 

Jcome another Atlanta, Harlem. 

! or Watts" unless Negroes ger 
economic equality. 

He was on a panel of four a 
a meeting booked as one or 
"Freedom of Speech in Knox- 
ville and the Highlander Cen- 
ter." About 306 attended the 
meeting, which had to be 
switched from the American 
Red Cross Chapter House to 
Hotel Andrew Johnson when Red 
Cross officials decided the meet- 
ing was controversial. 

Serving on the panel withAlr. 
Gordon were I>r. Scott/ifates,. 
French professor at University 
of the South, Dr. ForresJ^Sfcey 
of the University of Tennessee 
Law School, Lewiy'Sinclair, TV A 
economist, and Dr. Fred^en- 
djtli, associate professor in the 

Continued on Page 2, Col. I 



Highlander 
Defended j 

'continuid raoM *ags tmt 

, College of Education at UT, was 
rooderator.fr a! , y£J^pJ o£ 

While the meeting had been 
billed to explain Highlander to 
the community, much of the 
time was spent castigating The 
Knoxville Journal for the ar- 
ticles it has published about the 
center. .^ ' 

MyleTHorton, Highlander 
founder who was in the audi- 
ence, charged that in The Jour- 
Jnal articles there is "never a 
conclusion and never a word of 
truth." 
During a question and answer 
session following the reading of 
prepared statements by all but 
Mr Gordon, the panelists were 
asked from the audience If they 
were Communists. . 
Mr. Gordon, Dr. Lacey and 
Sinclair said they were not Com- 
munists. Dr. Bates said he first 
went to Highlander when it was 
at Monteagle hoping to meet a 
Communist so they could ex- 
change ideas. "I was disap- 
pointed when I went to High- 
lander and didn't find a Com- 
munist. I am not a Commu- 
nist." 1 —■ '.:■. ; --2 — 



Tt#J&& t 






NOT IMMUNg ■■„ 

John^Lockridge, a Knoxville. 
lawyer, said he had heard the 
words libelous and slanderous 
used in connection with The 
Journal's treatment of High- 
lander. He said he knew The 
Journal was not immune to the 
laws of Tennessee and asked if 
these charges were true why 
hadn't the newspaper been sued. 

"The papers never say it in 
such a way you can sue," Mr. 
Gordon answered. 

Dr. Bates gave a history of 
Highlander, Dr. Lacey gave his 
version of what is meant by 
freedom of speech and Sinclair 
told of the troubles Highlander 
has had through the years. 

Dr. Bates said that Highland- 
er had been cleared by the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, 
but during the question and 
answer session he conceded that 
the FBI does not clear or conV 

mn questionable organize 

ms. 
DEFENSE 

But it was Mr. Gordon who 
came the closest to talking 
about what he believes the cen- 
ter accomplishes. 

"It teaches us how to organ- 
ize and get ready," he said. 
"We are going to stick with 
those who try to free us. Ask 
those who castigate Highlander 
if they are willing for a Negro 
to buy a home next to theirs. 

"We are not against any or- 
ganization which seeks to raise 
the Negro from slavery to free- 
dom," he said. "It teaches Ne- 
groes how to read and write so 
they can vote. 

"Negroes don't believe any- 
thing is Communist unless the 
FBI says so," he s 
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I have received your letter of January 30th, with 
enclosure, and understand and appreciate the concern which 
prompted you to write. 

While I wish it were possible for me to be of 

assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the 
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau are 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason 
for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance. 
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MAILED 19 

FEB 3 1967 

COMM.FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hootfefi 
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NOT 
, The^ighlander^Jtesearch Center was formerly known as ~*, 

(i Highla^rYoIk School* which is well-known to the Bureau. 
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March 16 1967 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 






Could you assist me In finding information to 
write a speech on The Highlander School in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

I have found some information on its past history but 
I can't find anything on its present operations. 

Is Myles Horton a communist?, If so when and who 
identified him? 

Any documents that you can refer me to will be /j / 

deeply appreciated. u 



u 



Sincere! 
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March 21, 1967 





•■■W»-.ji ,„ 



Your letter of March 16th has been received. 

While I certainly wish it were possible for me 
to be of assistance to you, the data contained in the Ales of the 
FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy and why I cannot be of 
service in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

fTfa^ar Hoover 

NOTE: 

Horton 

lown to tneUureau as tne Director of tftf^Blghl ander Research Center y 
which was formerly known as the%ighlander Folk School. 
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FBI 414 
Date: April 13, 1967 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTKL 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR HAIL 



(Priority) 
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FROM 




Oh 7ST//- 

DIRECTOR, FBI Ul)ft 10833 ) 

SAC, LOUISVILLE (100-197) 




SUBJECT: ^ilGHLAHIMB^RESEABCH^AHD 
EDUCA TION CENTER 
IS - C 

00: KX 
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Reference Memphis tel to Director and Louisville, 
dated 4/12/67, captioned "Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc," (SCEF) , copy of which is enclosed with Knoxville 
copies of this airtel. 

Referenced tel concerns a vote by the Tennessee 
House of Representatives to start a second legislative , 
investigation of the Highlander Research Center, Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

Although there has been some contact between SCEF 
staff members and Highlander Research and Education Center, 

4 - Bureau (3-61-7511) RM 

(1-100-10355) 
2 - Knoxville (61-12) (Enc. 1) RM 
2 - Memphis (1-100-92) RM 

(1-100- ) (Highlander Research 
Educational Center) 
2 -Louisville (1-100-197) 
^* (1-61-42) . ^. t 

^B) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED^ ^ V ' 
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Louisville has do Information Indicating that Highlander i*"^^^ 
not still an independent organization, 4 
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UAC, Memphis advise Knox vi lie of developments 
regarding Highlander. C , , * ■■■" . i ; jo 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



date; 



4/13A 




Mt. To! son. 



Mr. DeLoach-U^ 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Wick 
Mr. Casoer 
Mr. Cal 
Mr. G*n 





Mr. Trotter__ 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmea- 
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SAC, MEMPHIS (62-0) - ^_ ^ „ _ 

_ ^r^7y ^ ' Miss Gandy„ 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO , 14, 
TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY^ 
EIGHTY-FIFTH SESSION PROVIDING FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE 
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HIGHLANDER RESEARCH 
CENTER OF KNOX COUNTY AND ORGANIZATIONS 
AFFILIATED THEREWITH ~~~ 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed is one copy of captioned Resolution 
as introduced in the Tennessee General Assembly by State 
Representative O'DELL CAS LANE of Knoxville, Tennessee. 



One copy is a 
Office for information. 
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enclosed for the Knoxville 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO 
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A resolution to provide for a committee to 
investigate the activities of 
the Highlander Research Center 
of Knox County and organizations 
affiliated therewith. 



'Wjsgas** 8 - 



WHEREAS, It has been reported that the Highlander 
Research Center of Knox County, and persons and organizations 
affiliated therewith, may be involved in activities subversive 
to the government of our State and that it is in the interest 
of the State and its people that a committee of this General 
assembly be constituted for the purpose of investigating such 
reports and be granted full power to subpoena witnesses, to take 
testimony, to impound records, and to do all things necessary to 
ascertain the nature of the activities of the said Highlander 
Research Center and of such persons and organizations as are 
affiliated with it; - _ * 

MOW, THEREFORE, ' 

SECTION 1. HE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That a joint 
committee of five members composed of two senators and three 
representatives be and the same is hereby created, the members of 
; •"«■- committee to be appointed by the Speakers of the respective 
Mouses? and that the committee hereby created shall have complete 



s* 



.-*<£ 







SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the full expense 
of the investigation conducted by this Committee be included in the 
Miscellaneous Appropriations Bill. 



.&• SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 

;-*£ be directed to report the result of its investigation to . the Senate 



;v3 and House of Representatives with such recommendation as may be 
deemed advisable and proper at the earliest practicable moment. 



i-3- ■• . 

.'S SECTION 7. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 

■'■■m% shall make at least an interim report to both Houses of the General 

'*:? Assembly at least ten days before its sine 'die adjournment which 

■■' : i* 

. f -J report shall embody a detailed statement of the progress made by 
'."5 said Committee, the course being pursued and the result of said 
^ investigation to that date, and the expenses incurred by the 

Comir.ittee to the date of said report? that the total expense of 
^ the investigation provided for by this resolution be limited to 
,3 $5,000.00, such limitation of expenditures to be effective until 

the making of said interim report, at which time the General 



Assembly shall determine whether what funds, if any, shall be made 
available for the further work of the Committee. 
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authority to investigate the Highlander Research Center of Knox 
County, and to investigate its activities and the activities of 
all persona and organizations associated therewith. 

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 
shall have full and complete power to subpoena and compel the 
attendance of witnesses, to adopt rules of procedure, to order 
and compel the production of all records and documents pertaining 
to the Highlander Research Center and its activities and the 
activities of all persons and organizations connected therewith, 
and to do all things necessary to the end that said investigation 
shall be full and complete? said Committee shall be clothed with 
all the powers and authority conferred upon legislative committees 
by Sections 3-301 to 3-325, Tennessee Code Annotated. 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 

2 shall have- the authority and is hereby directed to employ and 
contract for the services of not more than two attorneys of ability 

>; find known integrity to aid and assist the Committee in the making 
u of said investigation. 

3 • SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee 
shall have the authority to employ such clerks and clerical and 

•i* other help as it may deem advisable and to provide office space 

■ : 'v and equipment for Committee personnel, to appoint a sergeant-at-arms 

■jt and any assistants necessary with full authority to execute any and 



uil legislative process in any county of the State, including but 
not restricted to subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum as may be 
authorized by the Committee. The Committee shall likewise be 
empowered to incur for itself or members of its staff necessary 
expense in connection with travel, stenographic service s,v -court 
reporters, et cetera. 
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Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing above 
caption. This information is submitted to the Bureau 
for inclusion in its files. 
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UNfTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Knoxville, Tennessee 
April 19, 1967 



HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND 
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The Knoxville News -Sentinel, a daily publication, 
in the Home Edition issue of April 12, 1967, reported that 
the House of the Tennessee Legislature had passed a 
resolution calling for a legislative investigation of the 
Highlander Research and Education Center. It was reported 
that the Senate of the Tennessee Legislature had delayed 
action on the resolution. It was reported there was 
growing opposition to the measure among State Senators. 
One representative, who was opposed to the resolution, 
stated that in the early days Highlander was really a 
labor school, teaching workers in the South how to 
organize and there was still some anti-labor people in 
the county he represented. He also claimed that persons 
sympathic to Highlander planned to boycott against a local 
Knoxville supermarket chain which did not hire Negroes. 
A representative in favor of the resolution stated that the 
Mayor of Knoxville is upholding the school and an opponent 
replied the Legislature is being put in a most unusual 
position in considering the resolution if the Mayor of 
Knoxville is upholding the school f The East Tennessee 
Civil Liberties Union has urged the State Senate to reject 
the resolution. 

It has previously been reported that the 1959 State 
Legislature sought to revoke the school's charter following 
an investigation in March, 1959, by a Legislative committee. 
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In August, 1959, a hearing was held in Grundy County to 
decide whether the school, then known as the Highlander 
Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, should have its tax 
exemption charter revoked and the school padlocked as a 
public nuisance. 

The Chattanooga News -Free Press , a daily publication, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, reported in issue November 3 # 1959, 
that efforts to obtain a permanent padlock injunction against 
the school had been dropped and efforts would be made to 
seek revocation of the school's charter. 

This same paper in issue February 16, 1960, reported 
that the Circuit Court in Grundy County revoked the General 
Welfare Charter of the school and would appoint a receiver 
for the school. The ruling was subsequently appealed to the 
Tennessee Supreme Court, which upheld the revocation of 
the charter. Subsequently, the school appealed to the 
United States Supreme Court, which denied a hearing. . 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P) 

SUBJECT: JIGHLANDER PwawAttrij AF> 
EDUCATION CENTER 
IS - c 

(00: Knoxville) 

Re Memphis teletype to Bureau 4/12/67 captioned 
COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATINAL FUND, INC.", 
BUFILE 100-10355, Memphis file 100-02. 

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville, 
The "Nashville Tennessean", a Nashville, Tenn., daily 
newspaper, in the 5/24/67 edition, page 12, carried an article 
indicating the House resolution regarding a second 
investigation of Highlander Research and Education Center 
was approved by the Tennessee State Senate 5/23/67. The 
article contained no details relative to the actual 
Investigation. , MM rn 
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,<V June 5, 1967 

<^' REC33 ^A*^"' 3^ 





I have received your letter of May 80th and 
understand and appreciate the concern which prompted you to 
write. 

While I wish it were possible for me to be of 
assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the^ ^ 
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau art V 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the - £ 
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason £* 
for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance. *-> 

Sincerely yours, 



^ 



ft. Fdgar H«ww 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander 
Folk School is well known to the Bureau. 
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The Knoxville Journal , Knoxville, Tennessee, a daily 
publication, in issue of May 24, 1967, reported that the 
Tennessee General Assembly will investigate "the widespread 
reports of subversive activity" of the Highlander Research and 
Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee. It was reported that 
the State Senate on May 23, 1967, voted 24 to 3 in concurring 
with the House in the decision to delve into the activities of 
the controversial center. The article stated, "Highlander, 
founded by (Myles) (ed) Horton and others, had (sic) long been 
one of the most controversial issues in the country and 
Tennessee. It lost its charter in Monteagle when it was 
found that beer was being sold illegally there and that * 
Horton was operating the tax exempt school for his own benefit. 

It was reported there was no indication as to when the 
investigating committee would be named or commence its work in 
carrying out the resolution, * 

* In the same ifip*^ of the knoxville Journal , it was 

'reported that C^ Conr a ffi Browne^ a director of Highlander > 
( reported that Walter^ishop, £resident_cf_the JIast ..Tenne ssee 
Chap ter__jpf _the _Amer ic an .Civii—iiber ties .Un ion (AC LU ) had 
advised that the ACLU would go into court in an effort to 
block the investigation. It was reported that the East " 
Tennessee Civil Liberties Union labeled the resolution by 
the General Assembly asanafront to the orderly conduct of 
government since a proposal "was initiated on the basis of 
vague and unsubstantiated charges and provides less for 
legitimate investigation than for punitive prejudicial 
inquisition . . . ." 
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The Knoxville News-Sentinel , Knoxville, Tenness ee, 
a dailv^tfblication, in issue of May 31, 1967 , reported that 
My lesJ>Hor ton , Pirector-o£--£he -Highlander^ Research and Education 
Center, had made the statement that the center will go to 
Federal Court to seek an injunction prohibiting proposed 
State legislative investigation. He reported that the 
injunction would be sought by the American Civil Liberties 
Union attorneys on the grounds that investigation of 
subversive activities was within the power of the Federal 
Government only and no in the States. Horton reported that 
the injunction would not be sought until the investigative 
committee was named. According to Horton, ACLU officials 
had informed that the local case would be handled by Charles 
Morgan, described as the defense counsel for Army Captain 
Howard Levy, identified in the article as on trial now at 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina, at a court-martial on charges of 
disloyalty. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency? it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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TOrNDIRECTOK, FBI (61-7511) 

iMjWcil: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) («f" 

^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
Knoxville 00 

Memphis airtel to Director dated 5-24-67. 

The 6-14-67 edition of the Hashviile Banner,'* Nashville 
dally newspaper, contained on Page 11 an article captioned 
Highlander Pro© Panel Members Set which indicated in part that 
committee announcements were announced 6-14-67 by both speake; 
of the General Assembly relative to a five-member team to 
gate the Highlander Folk School near Knoxville, 




<.*. '>>••-■"? 









Tele yp6^ 
A. 



The article indicated the committee members wi. 
in advisory and investigative functions authorized by the 
legislature and report findings to the General Assembly in 1969, 

The article indicated that the committee members were 
Senator FRH) BERRY, SR. t Republican, Knoxville, Senator CLATTGN 
ELAM, Democrat, Memphis, Representative CD ELL CAS LANE, Republican 
Knoxville, Representative ROBERT BOOKER, Democrat, Knoxville, and 
Representative W. E. MICHAEL, Republican, Sweetwater. 

Memphis will follow and keep Bureau advised of any pertinent 

developments. 

C_^S Bureau (RM) ^ 

2- Knoxville (61-12) (RM) . / / O "H 7f 



Jbu 



^Wr 



A 



A. I . S. 0, 

Spe Del 



if. 



\x 



-^1 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED: 



JUN 19 1967 



tag. Mali 



32 




Registac dJL l 



M &w 



*L.. 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



M 



Per 




-». ? ^^.y : «y. 1 „.^^ g ^p , jf^ a ^ , | W ^^ S v^ . .. ff . j ^ m * *r,^ ,..!{, ■ „ > y: 



FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) 



i 



J 



6 



F B I 

Date: 6/22/67 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



Via 



(Priority) 



ffO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 

^(AffROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P) 

SUBJECT: 6dl< 



WT--V 



[IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IS - C 




ur*^ 



/ 




;*.*s.--.* 



^*".--.j 



.£» 



.X ' f 



The Nashville Tennessean , a daily newspaper in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in the 6/21/67 edition on page 3 carried an 
article which in part indicated that the, Tennessee legislative 
investigation of the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville *s 
temporarily blocked on 6/20/67 by a suit charging the probe was 
author ited to ''intimidate frightened and coerced Negroes." 
The article indicated that U. S, District Court Judge WILLIAM B 
MILLER issued a limited temporary restraining order shortly 
after the American Civil Liberties Union filed the suit conten- 
ding the probe violates the Center's constitutional rights. 

The article indicated Judge MILUSR set 6/30/67 as 
the date for the hearing in this case. 

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of 
any developments. 
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For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville, 
the Nashville Tennessean , a Nashville dally newspaper, on 
page one, 6/20/67 edition, had an article which in part 
related that the American Civil Liberties Union will go 
into Federal Court at Nashville , Tennessee, 6/20/67, to 
seek a restraining order to prevent the Tennessee State 
Legislative investigation of Highlander Research Center '. 
in Knoxville* 

The article related that CHARLES MORGAN, JR., 
attorney and Director of AGLU v southern regional office 
in Atlanta, arrived in Nashville 6/19/67 and is expected 
to file the petition in USDC, Nashville, 6/20/67* 

The article quoted him as saying that ACLU's 
interest in the issue is "because of the effect of the 
resolution of the General Assembly on the rights of 
free expression in Tennessee and the nation as well as 
their effects on equal civil and political rights of 
Negroes ." 

Memphis will fol£&*aWd keep the Bureau advised 
oj any pertinent aevelop-ent.^ g ^ / - 7 $7/ ^ ^^) 

Information copy being furnished Atlanta in view ' 
~* ACLU attorney CHARLES MORGAN, JR., of Atlanta, interest 
case. 
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For the Information of the Bureau and Knoxville, 
The Na shville Banner , a Nashville, Tenn. daily newspaper, on 
page 26, June 30, 1967, edition, had an article captioned 
"KING: HIGHLANDER NOT SUBVERSIVE » . The article in part 
Indicated that in Federal Court an affidavit filed bearing the 
signature of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING on 6/30/67 indicated that 
the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville is not subversive 
and it never has been. KING in his affidavit, according to 
the article, indicated that the philosop&y and activities of 
Highlander Center are smilar to those of SCLC. 

The article indicated that the second affidavit 
was from MYLES HORTON, described as Highlander Head* In the 
affidavit HORTON reportedly indicated he was a loyal citizen 
of the United States and indicated that the school's activities 
concerned programs designed to obtain full and equal political 
freedom in civil rights for Negroes and other minority groups. 
He claimed Kl an harassment. 

The article indicated that arguments before U. S. 
District Judge WILLIAM E* MILLER were expected to concentrate 
on ^nether suit should be heard* by three judge Federal panel 
or only by MILLER. RgJ 3 £ / _ XT/A 35 \> 

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of 
any pertinent developments* jgy 
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date: 8/23/67 



Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 7/3/67. 



For the information of Knoxville and Bureau , 
there has been no recent publicity relative to the 
Tennessee State Legislative Committee investigation 
relative to captioned school. 

Should there be any new developments in 
this matter, Memphis will immediately advise the 
Bureau and Knoxville. 
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I-Ir. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 20530, 

f Ninth Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.) 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

A writer to a forum in a newspaper recently stated with 
regardijig the Highlander Folk School that, to quote: 

"Racts — The FBI declares that Highlander is not now 
*-!cr ever was a Communist training school". 

Does the letterwriter have the facts correct or not? 

I shall appreciate an early response. 

Cordially yours, 
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Your letter of October SOth has been received. 



In response to your Inquiry, this Bureau has 
never Issued any such statement concerning the Highlander 
Folk School as that which was attributed to the FBI in the 
publication you mentioned. I am unable to furnish you any 
information concerning this school since data in our files 
must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regu- 
lations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will 
understand the Reason for this policy. 



Sincerely yours, 
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Ask For It -It's Free! 

To the Editors: The above is the title to my 
, recent "Pardon Me, but . . ." newsletter which 
> carefully outlines the Communist connections of- 
. • Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. Mrs. Nicholas Paul. 
\ of Nashua has challenged in llicsc columns my 
• statement that Highlander Folk School formerly 
/ of Montcagle, Tenn. was a Communist training 
' school. 

She states that the "FBI declares * that 
Highlander is not now nor ever was a Communist 
. Training School." 

First, you must understand the role of the FBI. 
By law, they can not issue clearances nor label as 
i subversive, but must report any findings only to 
the attorney general or as a sworn witness before 
Congress. This Is the reason for the attorney* 
general's list and why it is not called the FBI 
subversive list. 

Highlander Folk. School _was .ioiindcd_bi_Don_" 
west, district tiire£Jox .of thn C ojpjnnmst Partyjn - 
N orth Cnrolinn, and by Miles Horton. director .of^ 
' Commonwealth College" cited ns Co mmunist by . 
' thcIii.S. attorney general April 27 f 194fL^ * 

Miles Horton, in sworn testimony by a student, 
William Eldridge is quoted as telling a Highlander 
class, "Only revolution will bring about a change, 
from our present form of government to the' 
. Russian form of government." 

As a result of this and other testimony, 
1 Highlander Folk School was cited subversive by » 
the State of Tennessee and closed down by court * 
order in 1960. With this and other evidence 
provided in my newsletter, Mrs. Paul maintains 
that the school was not Communist. , 

She docs not suggest what it might be and 
offers no supporting documentation. If you want 
to know what I really wrote, write and ask for It, - 
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been received. ^ ^^ * November 8th *"<* *«■ enclosure have 

«„« ^ to res P° nse to your inquiries, this Bureau has never 

SHE F* 8t3 f l ment concernin g th^htoi^T^SSr I aT 

data in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
^1"^ * the Department of Justice. I am sure Jou^m 
understand the reason for this policy. —- ■ * 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, 

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
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Any further information relative to thi» 
matter will be brought to the attention of the Bureau. 
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press release made tnat aate oy uuwALU uaviubuw, t^nSioH 
fehnessre~Federation for Constitutional Government, entitled 
-joint Statement of ..State officers and Organization Leaders _ 
of ~TOe Tennessee Federation for Constitutional Government. 
This statement -sets out the I acT that these^men SU PP°^ J** 
proposal that a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature 
investigate the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee 
and set forth the basis for their stand. ■ v. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Knoxville are autostat 
copies of this statement. 
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JOINT STATEMENT OF STATE OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION 
LEADERS OF THE TENNESSEE FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL. GO VKRNMEHT 

In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, it la no 

surprise whatever that the Legislature should have in view a thorough 

« 

investigation of the institution. We heartily commend and support 
their action. 

What is surprising is that any informed citizens of Tennessee 
would object to a action so obviously demanded' in the interest of the 
public welfare and already too l6ng delayed. In this oonneotion we 
refer particularly to a group of faculty members of the University 
of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and 
impugned the motives of the duly elected members of our present 
General Assembly. We deplore this display of academic gullibility 
and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so ill- 
advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism* and "Witch 
hunting.* 1 We resent this insult offered to the Legislature and the 
people of Tennessee. 

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation 
and subversion is already we 11 -documented up to 1954, through the 
Hearings and Reports of Congressional Committees. That record needs 
-- ~o u*- ?ught up to date by careful inquiry, undertaken with special 
reference to activities of the school in Tennessee. An historic op-* 
port unity presents itself to the members of the Tennessee Legislature, 
They, and perhaps only they, with their intimate knowledge of Tennessee 
affairs, can finally get to the root of the trouble, at Highlander Folk 

School. .-#* v. !.. ■ l - *. : i.' 

In the Hearings of the U. S* Senate Sub-Committee on Internal 

f» * 



Security of March 18, 19, and 20, 1954, Highlander Polk School is 
revealed through sworn testimony as having been a center of subversive 
activity since 1940 or earlier. At these hearings Paul Crouch, for 
seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist* District Organiser 
for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as follows! 
"Senator Eastland; »What is the Highlander Polk School?* 
"Mr. Crouch: 'The Highlander Folk School is a school operated 
at Monteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but 
actually working In close co-operation with the Communist Party. 1 n 

On March 19, 1954 Mr. Crouch testified that in 1940 as Communist 
:. ^.:^cr, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombrowski and Ed McCrea, 
the Nashville Organizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor 
as Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Polk School. Mr. Crouch said 
in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious 
to get the maximum results from Highlander Polk School without endan- 
gering Mr. Horton or anyone." 

Crouch explained that ". . . if it were to become public knowledge 
e t.h»*. u,e Highlander Polk School was co-operating top closely with the 
noERiurist Party and carrying on too much open Communist propaganda 
it uould endanger its funds and its support . # ." (Pages 125-126) 

On Page 135 of the official recorded Hearings of the Senate 
Icvoo i I &* lion Mr. Arena, Counsel for the Committee, asked Mr. Crouch 
the *o 11 owing question: 

"i/~ A~*ns S "What conferences did you have there ^Highlander 
Polk School7? What was the purpose of the conferences? What was 
accoirpljshed in these 'conferences at the Highlander Polk School? 1 

"Mr. Crouch: » The purpose of the conference was to work out a 
jOhv *v which the Daily Worker (Official Communist Newspaper) would 

(more ) 



be purchased by the school. They would be made accessible to the students, 
that everywhere possible the instructors would refer to the Daily Worker, 
to news that had come in it, to encourage the students to read it, and 
it was agreed that the •Communist Party should have a student, a leader, 
sent there as a student whose job it would be to look around for pros- 
pective recruits, and Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C. was 
selected to attend the Highlander Polk School for the purpose of recruiting 

for the Communist Party and carrying the Communist Party line among the 

* 

student body there. 1 

''Mr. Arena: *You said it was agreed? Who agreed?' 

« 

"Mr. Crouch: 'Mr. Horton and Mr. Dombrowski.' 

"Mr. Arens: 'Did you ever solicit Mr. Horton for membership in the 
Communist Party?' 

"Mr. Crouch: »I did.' 

"Mr. Arens: 'Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what 
transpired.' 

"Mr. Crouch: 'At that meeting after we discussed the school I 
asked Mr. Horton to become a formal member of the Communist party and 
his reply was, as near as I can recall his words, 'I'm doing you Just 
as much good now as I would if I were a member of the Communist Party. 
I am often asked if I am a Communist "Party member and I always say 'no'. 
I feel much safer in having no fear that evidence might be uncovered to 
1 *-- 1 - ~: into the Communist Party, and therefore I prefer not to become 
a member of the Communist Party.'" (Pages 135-136) 

Crouch also identified Rev. Don West and Myles* Horton as "original 
founders" of the Highlander Folk School but said West had earlier left 
to engage in Socialist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina 
and Kentucky. 

(more ) 
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Mr. Horton couldn't "remember* 
whether the above mentioned Mildred White was a student at Highlander 
.Folk* School but said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the 
Communist Party. We accept no students from the Communist Party and 
never have. 1 * 

Thereupon Mr. Horton, who now offers to be so co-operative with 
the Legislature of Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland's 
* * questioning on Mildred White that the senator ordered the marshal to 
eject Horton from the room. (Page 151, Senate Hearings, March, 1954) 
l The above quotations are only a small portion of the evidence 

% printed in Congressional records up *to 1954* 

The Tennessee Legislature has the right anjl the duty to inquire 
y into more recent activities of Highlander Folk School, particularly 

into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957. This Beeting 
has not yet been investigated* It was attended by a number of well- 
known Communists, fellow-travelers, leftists, and well known agitators 
from points of friction in the South* 

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether 
there is a connection between such Highlander meetings and the disorders 
and incitements to disorder occurring at Clinton, Nashville, Little 
Rock, Atlanta, Montgomery, and other places. 

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether, 
by reason of, its activities and policies, Highlander Folk School is 
acting in violation of Tennessee laws or is conspiring to violate our 
laws • 

When the facts have been duly determined by such inquiry as the 
Legislature, the sovereign governing body of Tennessee $ may undertake, 
it can then be decided whether the school and its administrators are 

(more ) 



subject to prosecution for creating a public nuisance and constituting 
a threat to the peace and tranquility of Tennessee. 

Signed; 

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt University 

Chancelor Wayne Cox of Henry County 

Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington 

District Attorney General Dave Murray of Jaokson 

Dr. John M. Aden of Vanderbilt University 

Ben I, King, Former U. s. Marshal of Gibson County 

Bob Guinn, Contractor of Hardin County 

Roy Boyd, Clerk and Master of Tipton County 

Dick German, District Attorney General of Crockett * 

John McNail,' Gibson County Banker 

Swing J. Harris, Former State Senator of Hardeman County 

A. S. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Madison County 

**rank Daniels, Lion Oil Executive of Jackson 

Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton 

Rev. James E. Savor, Church of the Advent, Nashville 

W # E. Michaels, Attorney and Author .of Sweetwater ■ 

Dick Burrow, Jr., American Legion Anti-Subversive Committee 

C. C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville 

George Nolan, Manufacturer of* Nashville 

Robert Hardee, Esq., Magistrate of Madison County 

John Sanford, Co\pty Attorney of Lauderdale 

Robert Thomas, Attorney of Lauderdale . 

L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton 

Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former State Senator of Weakley 

Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the S e nate of Weakley - 

W, M. Miles, Former S t ate Senator of Obion 

Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner 

E, T. Palmer, Mayer of Dyers burg 

JJugh Patten, Planter of Haywood 

Ted Cunliffe, Secretary, Tennessee Federation, Madison County 

Charles Stanfield, Contractor of Jackson 

Rev. E. R. Warhurst of Jackson . - 

C. W. Miles, III, Attorney of Obion 

John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion 

R. D. Fry, Attorney of Obion 

W. M. Allison, Banker of Lake County 

Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County 

Rev. Wallace R. Terry, Nashville 

neater Mason, Realtor of Nashville 

Leonard B. Cash, Businessman of Nashville 

Rev, Truman Rouse of Jackson >' 

Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County 

L. V. Dubose, Businessman of Nashville 

Dr. Hughes Chandler of Jackson 

Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County 

Lloyd Harris, Ginner and Planter of Hardin 

Dr. John Morris, Fayette . • 

Virgil Luck, Ginner of Fayette 

R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderson 

Jack Kershaw, Vipe Chairman, Tennessee Federation,^ Nashville 
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j NASHVILLE. Tenn. — Gov. 
Buford Ellington today signed a 
•joint House-Senate resolution 
calling for an investigation of 
| the Highlander Folk School in' 
Grundy County. 

Shortly afterward, Senate 
[Speaker William, D. B&ird and 
'House Speaker James L. Bomar 
jannounced the appointment of a 
five-man committee to conduct 
I the probe. 

! Committee members are Sens. 
Barton Dement of Murfreesboro, 

I Lawrence Hughes of Arlington 
and Reps. Alan Hanover of 
i Memphis, Carter Patten of 
Chattanooga and Harry Lee Sen- 
der of Bristol, all Democrats. 

| "I want this investigation to 
[reflect dignity on this body, at 

I I am sure it will." Bomar said. 

'"It should be tboro and com- 
,p3ete. M 

I He directed the committee to 
report its findings at thts ses- 
sion of the General Assembly. 
An appropriation of 55000 wat 
approved to pay expenses of the 
investigation. 

The resolution alleged that 
subversive activities have been 
centered around the interracial 
school jn past years. 

Myles Horton. director of the 
school, has denied any Commu- 
nist link and called fof a /yl! 
investigation. 
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be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



/ (jP Page(s) withheld for the following reason's): 
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Tour letter of February 16 t 1959, has been 
received, and I appreciate your enclosing the copy of the 
item on the^Hi^landexXofeJSchnol. . 
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While I would like to be of service, the function 
of this Bureau as strictly a fact -gathering agency does not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of individuals, ^ 

publications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you f o ^ 
requested, in effect, would constitute an approval or disapproval h* -< 
af'Jhe group yon named; therefore, I am unable to answer your g ^ 

inquiry. I hope you will not ltder in this regard that we do or g i 

dcrnot have in our files the information you desire. 
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Sincerely yours, 
** Bdgag Hoove*/ : 




1 - Indianapolis - Enclosure * 

NOTE:fl ■ not identifiable in Bufiles. We havE received s 
numbe^^opies of the item he enclosed which deals wjth an 
interracial school in Tennessee*. 



,V£ 

COMM - FBI 



C. Sullivan _ 
-■>»* Room _ 

""'"•"TWI . 



■%£§&'A WAILED 50 




wn 



a 






V- .* 






■". f 






FD-36 (Rev. ( 12-13-56) 



m • «r —- 



I * J . . . 



-^:V.--^ V ^.HV^.:---*-'. 



FBI __ 
Date: 2/21/69 



•.*■■■■■» » ***'. 



Transmit the following in 
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/Type in plain text or code) 



Via 
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FRO*: 

HIGHLANDER FOL* SCHOOL, 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
IS - X 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-75H) 



SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



■*.> 




1959. 



Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau, dated February 13, 



There is submitted herewith one copy of news article 
entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the 
February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattanooga Times . The article 
reflects that District Attorney General jT M. McCARTT of Wartburg, 
Tennessee, will serve as counsel for the investigating committee. 
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PROBE OF SCHOOL 
OPENSSATURDAY 



^isit to Tracy City Is First 

Order of Business for 

Highlander Study 



■ Fron Chattanooga Tim*t B«reu» 

NASHVILLE — The Legisla- 
ture's select committee to inves- 
tigate the Highland Folk School 
decided Thursday to makt a 
visit to Tracy City early Satur- 
day to begin its inquiry. 

The committee decided against 
a visit to the adult educational 
institution at Monteagle, and 
the plan was reported to involve 
discussions with several Grundy 
County residents who claim to 
have information about the 

School. 

This first major step in the 
committee's inquiry came after 
Dist. Atty. Gen. J. M. McCartt 
of Wartburg agreed to serve as 
general counsel without compen- 
sation. 

McCartt, a Republican, was 
retained by the committee, 
which U composed of five Dem- 
ocrats. 

Hopton to Assist 

Tn another development, W. E. 
. (Bud) Hopton, director of the 
[Tennessee Bureau of Criminal 
'identification, agreed to supply 
agents to assist in the inquiry. 

Hopton 's agents are expected 
to visit Monteagle and other 
points in that vicinity over the 
weekend and draw up a list of 
prospective witnesses for the 
committee to question in its first 
public hearings here next week. 

The agents will submit names, 
and the committee will issue or- 
ders for the witnesses to report. 

The committee met briefly 
during the morning for a dis- 
cussion of materials already in 
its hands but McCartt failed to 
arrive in time for this session. 

So another meeting was held 
later tn the day for a further 
review of this material, which 
consisted largely of pamphlets, 
newspaper clippings and trans- 
cripts of testimony from fed- 
erai agencies and congressional 
committees which had had a 
look at the racially integrated 
school in times gone by. 

The committee has obtained a 
certified copy of the school's 
charter, which was issued by 
the secretary of state in 1934. 
Tt authorizes .operation of a non- 
profit corporation for "adult 
worker education, training of 
"rural and industrial leaders and 
general academic education," 
; Listed as incorporators are 
JMyles Horto n. t h ft, school'! 
♦•*-n»nder 'and 3U1] lis director; 



Elizabeth Hawes, James DoflV 
browski, Rupert Hampton and 
Malcolm Qfciaolm. > 

Chisolm was described by 
committee member as a former 
Chattanooga resident who died 
fighting for the loyalists in the 
Spanish civil war in 1035-36. 

The visit to Tracy City was 
proposed as an informal pr 
ceeding during which explor; 
tory operations will be c 
ducted. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 




Fifteen professors at S ewanee have been under 
fire locally I BHP for supporting the 
u Highlander Folk School_during an investigation by 
a legislative committee of the State of Tennessee, 
The Charleston News and Courier has written numerous 
editorials attacking Highlander and the professors for 
stating their belief that the school! is not communist* 
The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism 
of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor 
woulk like to have these professors disassociate them- 
selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed 
from their positions at Sewanee. 

You no doubt handle thousands of requests like 
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished 
institution, the University of the South, I should 
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if 
anything could be made available to me that has been or 
could be made public concerning the status of Highlander 
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is concerned. I have long heard that Highlander has 
been investigated by your great agency of our government. 
I have also heard that the State Department routes 
visitors to the Tennessee area there. 
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r«r letter dated Uirch 5, 2950, km* been 
r#ee<p*<f «sd v «»r imtereet **4 «*rc«ta fa tfef# matter 
are indeed appreciated* 

«<ftrf«* tftat tVaaifu f« the /« # a •/ t**« bureau i* 
maintained ae confidential mud available for official 
nee only in accordance mtth a regulation of the 
department of Juetice. I regret, the re f ere 9 thmt 
I am unable te he of aoo tetance te you m 

. AW J •■ « Br * *«« mill understand the necessity 
for this policy mnd mill not tnfer became ef mo K 

inability to be ef assistance that me do or do not 2 
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ATTENTION: SACs, Savannah and Knoxvill « ■ ,^- , , +■ . ■■ y-. . , .s ^ „, 

Enclosed is a copy of the correspondent** 
communication, Bufiles contain no identifiable data 

concerning the correspondent* /"- ,..: ' **-■-' 




J'or *?itf information of the Savannah Office* "'/.',. ., 
the Highlander Folk School at Uonteagle, Tennessee, ' . ° ! 
reportedly is supported primarily by, donations of 
individuals and labor unions in the form of payments 
for students attending its courses. It offers courses 
of instruction in labor organisations, social economics, ' * . 
and general field of lab or ^e ducat ion* It has had Communist 
Party members on its staff land has accepted communists 
as students. However, it has never offered courses •/ ? *" 
instm ction in communism nor has the Communist. Party ever . 
succeeded in gaining control of the schoolT^Ime to its 
interracial character, it has been the subject of numerous 
allegations that it represents the headquarters $f communism 
in fast Tennessee. These allegations have never been 
substantiated. The Bureau has in the past conducted an 
-investigation of the school and its officials based upon, 
complaints of communist activities at the school. Much 
of the subversive derogatory information concerning the ; ,-'■.. 
school was later repudiated by the persons previously 
furnishing the information* ../.' ... ?'^.. -,-., _-; . ■."-•^■-* -■*" ^r*'^ : :*f :>v '■:■ 
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school in recent years has been severely, 
the Georgia Commission on Education and %* : : 
n has given wife circulation of a /our- ^ 
n the school relating to a tabor Dap,- ■*■;■ - ; 

The Commission refers to it as a r 
ining school. On January 28, 2959, the ' 
te Legislature passed a -resolution £. - ■.'-"- 
co»Biittee to investigate communist <-_ 
the school. ■■ - .'. ' . .-.;.- i-: ■ : r- 
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(61-7511) • 

The above is furnished for your information. 
The Savannah and Knoxville Office saare cautioned to be 
most circumspect in the handling of inquiries concern-, 
ing the Highlander Folk School and be certain the 
Bureau does not become involved in this controversy.*/ r 
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r . _„ i~ors at this 

TrurrszT-g-Trre now under fire for supporting the Bighlande 
rj^lk School during an investigation by legislative committ 
: v^rf^ : - "— "*/ the State of Tennessee . Being concerned with the well- 
f^^^M^eing and protection ef the University of the South,he - Vy 
** ■ /W^~ inquires whether the Bureau can furnish him information .^ 
'■^ K? ^M0^ which can be made public concerning the status of the > '■;['■ i 
W? : ^B Highlander Folk School insofar as the FBI is concerned, y 
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Jn view -of the extremely controversial 
nature of the Highlander Tolls School, Hhepast ^z. 

attacks upon it by the Georgia Commission of •: '" 
Education and the most recent investigation by ' ^ 
a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature, 
a files confidential reply will best *etve the 

Bureau's interest in this matter* ....... "/'.-• V. *,..■* - 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirw 

We understand that the FeoV^al Bureau of Investigation 
haw made an investigation of the Highlan der. Folk School at 
Honteagle, Tennessee. As an agency of the Khcxville Minis- 
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee, we 
are anxious to have all pertinent information which you are 
able to give us relative to this school. 

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty 
directed against the Highlander School. We feel that if 
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and 
lsaders of our churches need to know itj and if they are not 
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presdnt to 
the public the true picture. 

Respectfully yours, 
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four letter dated Jforcfc 14, 1959, has 
been received and the motive which prompted your 
communication is indeed appreciated* 
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While I would like to be of assistance, . 
tfte function of the FBI as a fact-gathering agency 
does not extend to furnishing evaluations or ,; jiV > 

coro7j£7it« concerning the character or integrity of / 
any individual, organisation or publication* ■ 
Furthermore, information in the files of this 
Bureau is maintained as confidential and available 
for official use only in accordance with a regulation 
of the Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, 
that Z am unable to comply with your request for 
information* , , ..*, t < 

I am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and will not infer from my inability 
to be of assistance that we do or do not nave in our 
files the information you desire* a 



Sincerely yours. 
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ATTENTION: SAC, Xnoxville 






>■;.-... ■ 



Enclosed is a. copy of correspondent's letter. 

Buftles contain no identifiable data concerning the 
correspondent and no derogatory informa tion 



Former Assistant to the Director L. B. Nichols 
spoke before this Association in 1937. (94-1-2139) 

The Highlander Folk School , Mont eagle, Tennessee, 
is well known to your office. 



only. 



The above data is furnished for your information 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: ... '....--.— -"'- 

The Highlander Wolk School has been the subject ' 
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and ... 
the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee, due 
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations ; 
have never been substantiated. It has been given wide '*-.■ 
publicity by the Georgia Commission on Education which 
issued a pamphlet chargirg it is a communist training- 
school. On January 28, 1959, the Tennessee State Legislature, 
passed a resolution appointing a committee to investigate 
the school. (61-7511) v /: ' ". 

In view of the extremely controversial nature of 
this school, the past attacks upon it by the Georgia . el .. 
Commission on Education and the pending inquiry by the~ : ~ r ; 
Tennessee State Legislature, the above reply is believed iV/it 
best serve the purposes of the Bureaus -. . . k ,. 
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April 29, 1959 
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When 
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was in Washington 

he talked with Assistant Director C. 0. De loach And indicated that tie - 
was Interested In thF Tiighlander Fols School at Monte a^le, Tennessee. -#-?£_ 
H is desired that you contact^ |p ou a highly confidential basis 

and advise him that thifc school has been the subject ot * ^reat deal ol \ 

controversy. 




You may tell ^ ^ that the schooi *ifers couisea 

of instruction in social economics, labor organisation and labor ^.ut^i.-.. 
Furthermore, it has had Communist i arty members on its. stall [*nd has 
accepted communuts as students. It should be pointed out, however, that 
the Communist Party has never succeeded in gaining control ol the school 
nor does the school oiler courses of Instruction in Communis mTl^^ view 
of its interracial character, there have been many allegations uiat it 
represents tne headquarters of communlsn. i<i easten ennessee. Hue 
allegation has never been substantiated. 

It should be pointed out to ■■■■H tnai in recent ^ ' 
years, the school has been severely criticized by the Georgia Commission 
on Education, and the Commission has given wide circulation ol a four- 
page folder relating to a Labor Day meeting in 1957. 
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Attached are Photostats of some items which you may make /^ \ 
available toflHHHBP Tb *y Include the following: (1) a Photostat of a v /C~ 
clipping from Ths Chattanooga Tunes, February 20, 1959, (2) a Photostat 
of tae above-mentioned paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education, 
and (3) a Photostat of an article from The Chattanooga Times for February 11, 
1959. You should advise the Bureau of the results of your contact with 

\/ II **'-!-.^? re* p ,. .; ' 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES 



\JX/T umitujjii a 




TO a: Director, FBI (61-7511) 

FROM "T^^AC, Memphis (61-34) 

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
IS - C 



DATE: 4-2-59 ^ 



K*^~ 



Knoxville Origin 

Transmitted herewith is a letterhead me morandum contain - /^^T"} 
ing information obtained on a confidential basis MM & IJS 



W*- : -% / 




fc-"' ■"*&.%■' 




2- Bureau (61-7511) (encl 

2- Knoxville(61-12) (encl. -2) 

1- Atlanta(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Boston(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Chicago (info) (encl.-l) 

' I* Dallas(info) (encl.-l) 

"' n . Jacksonville (info) (encl.-l) 

v 1- Little Rock(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Los Angeles (info) (encl.-l) 

1- Louisville(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Mobile(info) (encl.-l) 

1- Newark(info) (encl.-l) 



1- New Haven (info) (encl.-l) 
1- New York (info) tend. -1) 
1- Norfolk (info) (encl.-l) 
1- Phi*adefr>fcia(info) (encl.-l) 
1- San Franciscb( info) (encl.-l) 
1- St'. Louis ( info) (encl . -1) 
1-* Memphis (.6 1-34) 1 

*i c m z 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post Office Box 9^8 
Savannah, Georgia 
June 8, 1959 




Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Deke: 

I have had our files checked on the John's 
Island branch of the Highlander Polk School, and 
I hope that the attached information will be of 
help. 

As you know, the Bureau has instructed that 
we are not to get involved in any controversy 
relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no 
investigation of it is to be conducted. 



Sincerely, 




Enclosure 
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The Knoxvllle Office, by letter dated 
January 21, 1957, advised that the files of that office 
pertaining to the Highlander Folk School disclosed no 
information received from any volunteer sources regarding 
any "experimenting" on John's Island on the part of the 
Highlander Folk School. The file did disclose that various 
sources had volunteered information that the school holds 
Reap tons of study during the summers which are called "work 
shops". It was reported that persons from various sections 
of the country had been in attendance at such sessions. 
Among the topics listed for discussions at the work shop 
held in 1956 were "Positive Resistance, Registering and 
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Voting, Joint Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing, 
Parks and Action Through Churches". It was not known- t 
whether the "experiments " on Joh n's Islan d had any relation 

to these work shoi 
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The following article captioned "Classes M' ' 
Here Sponsored by Polk School", by OTIS^TERKINS, appeared in 
the News and Courier, a daily newspape republished in Charleston, 
South Carolina, on March 11, 1959: \ 

"Interracial Highbnd Folk School, 
which has been under investigation in Tennessee, 
has sponsored citizenship classes among Charleston 
County Negroes for the last two years. 

"The latest of such classes was 
completed on John's Island last Thursday. Similar 
classes —all plugging registration and voting — 
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw 

Island. 

"Reports of the classes had been 
rumored here for sometime. Their operation was 
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them 
up. 

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken, 
mild-mannered Negro leader of John's Island. 

Jenkins, who missed formal educa- 
tion, says there's nothing secret or ulterior 
about his own brand of private education. He 
gives the impression, himself, of being educated, 
which grew from private tutoring as an adult. 
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" 'We only want to make them better 
citizens, f he told this reporter on the island last 
night. 'The main thing is to teach them voting. 
We want them to understand how to vote intelligently. 
We teach them what they ought to know so that when 
they go down there to register there won't be any 
embarrassment. ' 

"The robust Negro leader spoke as he 
sat in the rear seat of an automobile in front of 
Wesley AME Church about nine mEes northwest of 
Charleston on River Road. 

"Strangely, not a single white person, 
including the county school superintendent or even 
officials of the Islands' Citizens. Councils, had 
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were 
being held. 

"Jenkins, an honor member of the 
National Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People, 
said he long had been interested in the Negro people 
of John's Island, where he grew up. 

"He said he heard about the Highlander 
School and its operation sometime before the classes 
were set up. 

"In 1955, two white girl students 
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston. They 
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure. 
They were admitted integrationists. 

"Jenkins recalled they visited his 
John's Island home while here. He said also that 
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander 
Folk School, had visited in Charleston County. 
Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins said. 

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander 
on setting up adult classes here. 

"Highlander personnel, according to 
reports, came here and set up the school and then 
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the 
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teacher at John's Island Is Bernice 
who is paid by the foundation through' Highlander 
Folk School. He says the teachers at Wadmalaw 
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the 
same arrangement, 

I "She declined to discuss details 

3 of the operation last night, saying such would 

I have to come from Highlander. The arrangement 

1 by which teachers are paid and the number of 

: t students enrolled also are available only through 

if Highlander records at the school's Monteagle, 

| Tenn., headquarters, she said, 

y^/i "The class sessions, whi6h last 

pr ; J about three months for each group of students, 

are held two hours nightly in a building formerly 
owned by the John's Island School -District. The 
property was purchased by Jenkins, who also operates 
a grocery store in front of the structure housing 
the classroom. 

"Subjects, besides voting, include 
reading, writing and sewing, Jenkins reported. 
He said several men and women students can neither 
read nor write. Some progress well, be added, 

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes, 
which are held in conjunction with the Palmetto 
State Voters Assn. The association meets each 
Monday night. Its purpose, like that of the 
classes, is to promote Negro registration and 
voting. 

"Students of the classes and persons 
attending the association meetings, are given sample 
South Carolina voter registration application blanks 



"The forms are explained point-by- 
point and line by line. 'We also try to teach them 
the meaning of some of the words, ' Jenkins said. 



"The next classes will be held in 
**■* December, Jenkins said. He explained that they 

j& are held for the period of December through Peb- 

i^' ruary because no farming is being done during that 

c"\ period. 
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"Many of the people attending the 
classes, one John ! s Islander reported, are com- 
pletely illiterate. They come in from remote 
sections. 'Some of them never have seen the city, 1 
he explained. 'They have no idea what's going on 
outside their section. • 

"Jenkins, in answer to a question, 
said he didn't "believe Horton of the controversial 
Highlander school is a communist. Jenkins said 
Horton never did or said anything as far as he 
knew to indicate he was a Red. 

"The school has been accused of 
harboring subversive elements and of being a 
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss 
of its charter as a privately operated institution 
as a result of the investigation by the Tennessee 
Legislature. 

"'We don't believe in violence,' 
Jenkins said of his association. 'We tell our 
people to be respectful. This thing (integration) 
can't be done over night. It's a revolution. 
There's no use of us fighting over it.' He said 
the Highlander school hadn't suggested the classes 
as a tool of integration. 

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery, 
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses. He is 
a leader of the Wesley Church. 

"He says he hopes to start a Negro 
housing project on the island — to get Negroes out 
of shacks. 

"* Maybe that would serve as an example 
and they'd try to build better houses,' he commented. 
Jenkins says he believes in teaching by example. He 
has put three children through college, and has one 
child in high school and another in grammar school. 
He says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise." 
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Enclosed are two copies of newspaper 
clippings appearing in The Chattanooga Times, 
a daily publication, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on 
August 2, 1959, page 1, concerning this school. 
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ARRESTED IN RAID 

Padlock Petition Against 

School Being Prepared 

After Whisky Found 



ourt tviumh 
'rciark, 61, 



Special to The Chattanooga Timt$ 
MONTEAGLE, Term.— Armed 
with search warrants obtained 
late Friday night from a jus- 
tice of the peace at his home, 
ci.i,ly and state officers led 
by Dist. Atty, Gen. A. F. Sloan 
raided the controversial High- 
lander Folk School near here 
and broke up a banquet attend- 
ed by 30 or more Negro couples 
and several white persons. 
Sloan disclosed Saturday that 
e was preparing a padlo«k 
etition against the school, io 
e presented in court "withfn 
is next few days." 
Mrs. Septima P^Clark 
| who identified herself as di- 
i rector of education At the 
: school, was placed under ar- 
Irest after officers discovered 
(quantities of whisky and gin 
ion the property. 
; TJu-ee young men, who re- 
'portedly Interfered with the of- 
ficers in their efforts to take 
(Mrs. Clark into custody, also 
were arrested and taken to the 
I Grundy County jail in Alta- 
imont. 

! Released on Bond 

i All were released early Sat- 
urday morning after posting 
cash bonds for appearance at 
a preliminary hearing next 
Thursday at 4 p.m. In Alta, 
itioni, presumably before Squire 
John P. Wright, who issued 
the search warrants". ♦ j 
Mrs. Clark's bond was set 
at |500 on the whisky posses- 



Br ent Euge ne^n^HBi,.. 22, 
of, Los Angeles;' Guy Hughes 
tCarawan Jr,. t 32, also of Los 
Angeles' 'in . entertainer with 
some renown as a folk singer 
and musician, and Ferry Mac- 
KajM«turges, 84, Shelter Island 
Heights, N.T. (,". » f pt> ,' '■'.' '*: 
The men, as well as others at 
the school, had been participating 
in one of the regular summer 
workshops conducted by the insti- 
tution which has admitted its 
strong advocacy of racial "Integra- 
tion. 

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad- 
lock petition against the school 
would be presented to Circuit 
Judge C. C. Chattin, explaining 
that the school then would have 
five days to appear in couri and 
answer the petition. I 

e attorney general sail his 
petifon "in all likelih ood' ifculd 
Ptf.ce Eleven , Column (Jt 
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also Include a request for an or- 
der that the charter of Highlander 
be revoked. If such an order were 
issued, it would be directed to the 

secretary of state. 

A legislative investigating 
committee earlier this year con- 
cluded its probe of the school; 
by urging action leading toward 
revocation of the charter. 

81oan said he would charge in 
his padlock petition that the 
school is a "public nuisance" and 
is "engaging in law violations" by 
possessing and serving whisky 
and other intoxicating beverages 
in a dry county. 

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro 
woman, was the only school offi- 
cial present when the raiding 
party arrived late Friday night 
Mylei Horton, director trf the" 
school, reportedly is abroad with 
his family. Mrs. Clark told officers 
she was in charge In Horton's ab- 
sence. 

•oining Sloan in the raid were 
Elston Clay, Grundy County sher- 



J v Highlander FoDc School W 
many years has h»»V npf-m tfng 
al a naming •choorior labor 
leaders from throughout the na- 
; tion, but especially in the South, 
I and has pushed openly for a 
speed-up in school integration in 
the Southern states. Most of; 
the seminars and workshops «tj 
Highlander are operated on anj 
integrated basis. | 

Charges that the school has 
Communistic leanings were ex- 
plored rather thoroughly by the 
legislative committee, several 
members of which felt t».at the 
ultra-liberal positions of High- 
lander officials place them in 
the class of "left-wingers." Hor- 
ton and others on the staff have 
denied repeatedly any Commu- 
nist connections and the inv 
tigttors failed to turn up 
rea proof to support the char, 
T* committee, however, 
! re m mm end that the schools 
I status as a tax-exempt instl- 
l tution be ended and its charter 
revoked. 

Should Judge Chattin sustain 
the attorney general's plea for 
padlocking the school, the order 
would remain in effect until the 
October term of circuit court 
when another hearing would be 
scheduled on the question of 
making the order permanent 

Sloan said Saturday that he 
had no intention of denying 
esidential use of the home* on 
he grounds of the school, but 
at his petition, if granted, 
ould prohibit their continued 
se as gathering places and sites 
or the institution's regular op- 
v l t '"T11i _ 
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, , Iff; Kenneth Shelton, Tennessee 

sion charge. The men, releaydj t^thi of Criminal Identification; 

cojnty deputies a w* a s— fc j p rs oi 
the highway patrol. , ; . 



under bond of $250 each on 
charges of drunkenness, inter- 
fering wis*- *f f iitfi and resist- 
ing arrest, were identified as 
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Padlock Petition Against 

School Being Prepared 

After Whisky Found 

Special to The Chattanooea Time$ 
MONTEAGLE, Tenn.— Armed 
with search warrants obtained 
late Friday night from a jus- 
tice of the peace at his home, 
county and state officers led 



Brent Eugene garksda} 

Jf LW8 "Angeles; Gv. y 13 
I Carawan - Jr., 32, also of Los 

Angeles, an entertainer with 
jSome renown as a folk linger 
|«nd musician, and Perry Mac- 
(Kay Sturges, 34, Shelter Island 

Heights, N.Y. 

The men, as well as others at 
the school, had been participating |j 



Highlander Fol k School for 
- j^^inany years has been JJpiAting 
.•.I HSTT training school for labor 
leaders from throughout the na- 
tion, but especially in the South, 
and has pushed openly for a 
speed-up in school integration in 
the Southern states. Most of 
the seminars and workshops at 
Highlander are operated on an 
integrated basis. 

Charges that the school has 



in one of the regular summerf Communistic leanings were ex- 

workshops conducted by the insti- ^S^^^ 2^S 
tution which has admitted its te * UIaUve committee, 

strong advocacy of racial integra- 
tion. 

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad- 
lock petition against the school 
would be presented to Circuit 
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j Sloan disclosed Saturday that 
]he was preparing a padlock 
! petition against the school, to 
i be presented in court "within 
thfv next few days 

Sis. Septima P. Clark,! 61 k 
j with identified herself as J di- 
rc-^tor of education at I the 
; school, was placed under* ar* 
I rest after officers discovered 
j quantities of whisky and gin 
! on the property. 

j Three young men, who re- 
portedly interfered with the of- 
ficers in their efforts to tske 
JMrs. *CIark into custody, also 
.were arrested and taken to the 
jGrur.dy County jail in Alta- 
jmont. 

Released on Bond 
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also include a request for «n or- 
der that the charter of Highlander 
be revoked. If such an order were 
Issued, it would be directed to the 
secretary of state. 

A legislative investigating 
committee earlier this year con- 
cluded its probe of the school 
by urging action leading toward 
revocation of the charter. 

8loan said he would charge to 
his padlock petition that the 
school is a "public nuisance" and 
fs "engaging in law violations" by 

All were released early Sat- ^"Sf iS?. 8 « rvIn £ WWSky 
. „ . .. .. and otner Intoxicating beverages 

urday morning after posting Jn a dry county. 

cssh bonds for appearance at! Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro 

a preliminary hearing next! woman, was the only school offl- 

Thursday at 4 p.m. in Alta-i cSal present when the raiding 

.-^nt. presumably before Squire' gf/S, ***** tat ? FrMa y night. 
w • w» ,. . , My\e* Horton, director of the 
Wright, who issued schooIi reportedlv is m ^ £* 

his family. Mrs. Clark told officers 
she was in charge in Horton's ab- 
sence. 
Joining Sloan in the raid were 
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: the search warrants. 
I Mrs. Clark's bond was set 
at J5>00 on the whisky posses- 
sion charge. The men, released 



several 
members of which felt taat the 
ultra-liberal positions of High- 
lander officials place them in 
the class of "left-wingers." Hor- 
ton and others on the staff have 
denied repeatedly any Commu- 
nist connections and the inves- 
tigators failed to turn up spy 
real proof. to support the chaare. 
Thf committee, however, lid 
reolmmend that the school's 
status as a tax-exempt insti- 
tution be ended and its charter 
revoked. 

Should Judge Chattin sustain 
the attorney general's plea for 
padlocking the school, the order 
would remain in effect until the 
October term of circuit court 
when another hearing would be 
scheduled on the question W 
making the order permanent. 

Sloan said Saturday that he 
had no intention of denying 
residential use of the homes on 
the grounds of the school, but 
thl.t his petition, tf granted, 
would prohibit their continued 
use as gathering places and sites 
fnr fhf fnstifaitlnn's nguly op- 
erations. "-■■». 
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Office Meniotandutn • united states government 

s Director, FBI (61-7511) \ / date. 9/11/59 

CONFIDENTIAL 

from : SAC, Knoxville (61-12) /\ 

subject ^HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MGNTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Enclosed is original and seven copies of a 
memorandum concerning capti oned 
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This memorandum is not being disseminated 
to local intelligence agencies. 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCZiOOL 

liarrsAGLK, tenh333E!3 

Ij~j70KHATZCN COtTCSSiTING 



A copy of a mimeographed letter was received 
by the Knox vi lie Office of the FBI bearing the return 
address of the Eighlanior Foil: School, Uonteagle., 
Tennessee. This mimeosraphed letter reads as follows: 

"Highlander Folk School 
Mont eagle, Tennessee 

From Jjfyle. shorten to Fellow Tennesaeans: 

The State Legislative Investigation instigated 
l?y Atty, Geal. Bruce Bennet of Arkansas spectacularly 
failed to prove that Highlander's stand on integration 
was subversive, nevertheless our District Atty. was 
instructed to find soma other excuse for closing the 
school. 




/ 



\J 



While I was away something happened that 
shocked all decent people, Mrs* Septima^lark, High- 
landers Educational Director, an outstanding church 
woman, was arrested and hauled off to jail in the midst 
of an intesrated workshop, (At present she is conduct- 
ing a workshop attended by 33 people, including a number 
oi loreign visitors sent by the State Department, with 
her usual dignity.) 

According to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan 
agreed that the raid, which he directed, was for the 
purpose of finding whiskey so he could have the school 
closed. "The members of the legislative coiraittee gave 
me information mostly on integration and ccGrmunism," 
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Re: HIGEIZHD3R FOLK SCHOOL 



said Sloan, "and I wasn't satisfied I could be success- 
ful at that* I thought maybe this was the best shot 
and I think now 1*11 be successful." 





In a letter of protest, Dr. Roger L.lSninn,^ 
recently processor of Christian Ethics" at Vanderbiit ~ 
University, wrote: 

After a long history of unfair heckling and 
absurd charges brought against the Highlander 
Folk School, I suppose I should not be sur- 
prised at the latest episode. But I thought 
that some of your foes might have the wisdom 
to keep quiet after their ridiculous efforts 
at the last session of the state legislature* 
During my years in Tennessee I was glad for 
the Christian and democratic Idealism of 
Highlander Folk School. You have been inves- 
tigated repeatedly and have been vindicated 
against false and malicious charges. 

Sloan is insisting that Highlander be padlocked 
as a public nuisance. A hearing has been set for Sept. 
14 at 9:00 am at the Grundy County Courthouse in Altamont. 

liany of our friends have written or called to 
say they will be at Altamont early Monday morning. I 
would like very much to have you with us also. Your 
very presence will show that Tennesseans want fair play 
and will do a L'reat deal to keep this unprecedented 
action from turning into a second Scopes Trial. At the 
first hearing the courtroom was packed with Atty. Sloan's 
rooting section well before court opened. You will want 
to get to Altamont early. Let us know if you will want 
to spend Sunday night at Highlander. 

P.S. A few of the many letters of support and encourage- 
ment are enclosed." 

The Knox vi lie News- Sentinel , Knoxville, Tennessee, 
a daily newspaper, in the issue of August 1, 1959, carried 
a news article datelined at Monteajle, Tennessee, which 
reported as follows: 



ifidMti 



CONFIDSflTlAi: 












■l:..^u. 



^.'rf.-.;',WL«V-^. l ii>>i' liuKy'r 'fcJMftd^jti^— AJa^a^. rtVii i AV BMto «» Ji ^r- . ' i — ■.. ; .-« ;' ■, ., ' ,2. i^. 



^RDENTI 



i CONFIDENTIAL 

Re; HIGKLAIJDER FOI* SCHOOL 

"County and state law enforcement officials 
! *"£ raided integrated Highlander Folic School last night, 

arrested a ITe^ro woman and three white men and consi- 
r$ cated a quantity of liquor* 



"The school was the subject of an investigation 
by the 1959 state Legislature, which sought indication 
of Communistic activities or teachings at the school. 

aa "The fiegro woman arrested was Mrs. Sept ima P»^£ff°^/Tf) 
^TCiark, 61, who said she was director of education for 
Highlander and in charge during the absence of School 
Director Myles Horton, now in Europe. 

Liquor in Horton Eome 

"She was charged with possessing whisky after 
'■•■'*■ ■■'■"; raiders said they found bottles Ox gin and rum and a keg 

s>;*£c containing whisky in the home of Horton. She was jailed 

^^ pending receipt of bond. Grundy County is prohibition. 

SSyg 

Q'M "Dist. Atty, Ab Sloan, who directed the raid 

cj4ii* along with Grundy County Sheriff Elston Clay and Tennessee 

Bureau of Identification Agent Kenneth Shelton, said he 
plans to file a petition seeking that Highlander be de- 
clared a public nuisance and be closed. 

"The raiding part of 15 hit the school shortly 
after an estimated 30 Negro men and women and several 
young white couples had finished a banquet and were 
watching a movie. 

"The search warrant was signed by Justice of 
the Peace John P. Wright. 

Held on Several Charges 

"Others arrested and jailed at Altamount, the *i 
county seat, on charges of drunkenness, interfering \H^ 

with officers and resisting arrest were Brent JEugene hj££- •;*-"" . 

-VfiarksdalcL, 22, of Los Angeles, C%li*., Quy Hughes CararJ*5~ - 
4iwan,,Jr,, 32, of LosAngelesp^art^^rr^JMackaj^turges^ b. approx, / ',';. 
^\Jr., 34, Shelter island Heights, K.Y. V ' — - 



-3- 



CON^ENTIAt 



'■'. ■?-■■»" ,= "S-V-. ': 



'•' .V 



Hi 



{■j& 












J s*V 







■■, ■S.'tj.^;.. 



il l * "»M .i tt >■ ! .« 



Re: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 



CONFIKNTIAW 



"A committee from the 1959 Legislature held 
several hearings on Highlander and then visited the 
school itself. It reported it found the school engaged 
in a "very questionable activity 1 ' and recotamended its 
tax-exempt charter be revoked. 

"Norton has denied repeatedly any Communistic 
connections at the school. The school does not hold 
formal classes but conducts discussions and seminars 
and is frequently addressed by guest speakers." 

MM advised 
effect "the ^ignianaer Folk School t& an institution 
located near Mont eagle, Tennessee. It is an institu- 
tion with classes on a seminar basis and is supported 
primarily hy donations from individuals, from labor 
unions in the form of payments for students -who attend, 
and to .sone extent by the Farmers Union. It offers 
courses of instruction in labor organization, social 
economics, parliamentary procedure, and the general 
field of labor education. This school has had_Ccmmunist 
Party members on its staff and as instructors ^and has 
followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party members 
as students, but to my knowledge the school has never 
offered courses of instruction in Communist matters nor 
has the Communistelement ever completely controlled 
the institution" /J j/ U 




This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, 
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which loaned. 
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HIGHLANDER FOIK SCHOOL 
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r.e:Zerence is made to letterhead memorandum 
dated September 11, 1959, at Knoxville, Tennessee. 




This memorandum Is loaned to you by the FBI, 
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which loaned. 
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All eonfidential informants referred to ia this 
seaorandum have furnished reliable information in the past* 
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Tenn essee. 

Conference 
Tennessee 
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or ton, 
w*s a speaker at a ■••ting of the Southern 
for Xuoan Welfare vhlsh was hold *« »*->**«ii» 
on April 19 throat 21, 19U2# 
Barton spoke on tha importance 
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nation both vocationally and la deaooraor. 
Southern Conference for Buaan Welfare has been sited by 
w> Special Conalttee on Un-American Activities* Report, 
March 2f , 19i&# P«ga Uj7 as a "Cot&aunlat front which 
received mormj from tha Robert Marshall foundation* ona of 
tha principal sources of tha funds by which nany Commnist 
fronts operate^" ■■>-..-. : *--..> .;■..-*■. ■■■■ ; *.'*.' :-.■•■■ * ■■• 
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furniahed tna rail owing information concerning tha L // 

aighlander Folk School I d , / -7-C/7- 3-7 

"Ifee Highlander Folk School Is an institution 
located near Hont eagle, Tennessee. It is an institution 
with classes on a sealnar baala and supported primarily 
by donations from individuals , from labor unions %n tha 
form of payaanta for students who attend, and to s 
extent by the ¥mrm*r*a Union* It offers qouraee of ^, fc 

r^<rr and one y to STATE (furnished IB State Liaison) 

r aalOg ;.#■" :. c : ..;_ - : , ; ; *-^^^^7.^ i .^W'iv>> ;/*.■ -;S ' ■■■- o ^; v.' 

NOTE: Substance of above furniahed OSI-i; April 27# 1956, in 
racponae to name check. Thumbnail sketch re Highlander Polk 
School check-up to date with /j^/j/tfeVjt/ Organization Deak. 

T^ls merao classified "Con^J^ential ,, Inaamuch as the informants 

■■^r,* itj.es ^rf should not be revealed as it mifeht be dangerous 
to the security of the United States. Broo . rt r 

ThU document contain, n.ith.r r.comm.ndatlon. nor conclu.lon- of th» FBI. " to tlw P«P» rt r 
../[[J 4J tf • r^t^ to loantd to your ag.ncy; it and it. cont.nt. arm not to b. di.tribut.d out-id. 
M t^t.r foula<ls3W3Thl» U in oniwer to your r.qu«»t for a ch»ck of FBI files. 
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Highlander Folk School 
Myles Hot ton, Director 
Honteaglc, Tennessee 



instruction In labor organisation* social economics* 
parliamentary procedure and the general f Ja\d of labor 
education. This aohool has tad Communist Party Members 
on Its staff as instructors, [and has followed the practice 
of welcoming Communist Party members as students, bat to 
my knowledge, the school has never offered courses ef 
instruction in communist matters nor has the communist 
element ever completely controlled the institution.* _J 

Another Governmental agency which conducts 
intelligence investigations has advised that Louie Francis 
Budsnz, former editor of the "Dally Worker," an seat 
coast communist newspaper which suspended publics tlon 
January 13, 1958, and an admitted former of flolal 
in the Communist Party, advlaed on Hov ember 21, 1952, that 
the Highlander Folk School was procommunlat. 







On April 19, 19U9» Psul Crouch, a self -admitted 

iber of the Communist Party, fur. 

\ /Bureau a signed ststemont in which he described Hylj 



, /former member of the Communist Party, furnished to this 
jftyf /Bureau a signed ststemont in which he described HylsjL 
1/ JWrtoa as a left wing Sgolallat who~was always close-to 



the Communist Party. Ao cording to this statement Hortoa 
met~~vltn~ "officials "and representatives of the Communist 
Party to discuss policy and procedure during the period from 
1939 to 191+1 1 sad, even though he showed some independence 
in thought, Hortoa usually followed the Communist Party line. 
The statement contlnuea that in 191+1 H or ton could have 
been described as a close sympathiser and follower of the 
Communlat Party llnej and that his wifs, Zylphia H or ton, 
was even closer to the Party than her husband. According 
to Crouch 1 * statement, when he last saw Zylphia Hortoa 
In 19U1 she was seriously considering joining the Corauniat 
Party. 
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Highlander Folfc Sohool 
Mylee Horton, Director 
Mont eagle, Tennessee 

line in political, economic, and social *£tolm «« 
aisociatod with known Communiat Party Mitel. In the 
opinion of the informant, Horton vaa not a member of the 
Communiat Party* 
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For yoor additional information please be _ 
adviaed that Myles Horton referred to abwe testified in 
public session before the Jenner C^^ittee on March20, 
195U. Tou may desire to consult records of this Coj«ittoa 
foradditional information concerning the subject of your 
inquiry: The Highlander Folk ,f^ tay^« ttm . object 
of considerable newspaper publicity in the State of 
Tenn2s.ee, particularly. In the Chattanooga, Tennessee 

area. (61-7511-193) ..... .- 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
Monteagle, Tennessee 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
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Enclosed for Bureau files is one autostat 
copy each of four news articles concerning the 
Highlander Folk School. 

These news items result from a hearing brought 
against the school by State authorities seeking to 
revoke the charter of the school. 
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hti ufced t aeurt vrfr 
HiaWanaer'a tax 
ind permaoemiy clealat _ 
school at a pobtk airiweoa, i 

The case arffl be heart tea* 
Tuewky by Oraitt Juda* Cb eo to r 
C OMtti& Slow hu le ojaao tod a 
Jury trial 

Sou opened bat eViw egatoet 
itishUnder lut Jet? « «*» ta> 
penorxtty tod a liqur vaM 
tf itact the contrenratal Wfmi- 
«id tMtitutko, vhi£» hi located la 
dry Gnaidy Coa?, • 

Sbtt said tonight area i iiajii 

the Teoneseee aetjeftttoj) la* tow 
hecome ooeoojtitetlonAl at It av- 
ailed to Fofafc eeheeto, t toJB 
atiould aa valH to At eaat ef j* 
vate eeheok. 

"The U5 fcqnnie 0»at has eat 
•one ao far aato aeto eat 
sattoa to private ecfeeli eel 
Highlander to a prtTtto 
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Hicjkfdnder Padlock Suit Dropped, 
State to Ask Charter Be Revoked 



Clash of Attorneys 
Starts Off Hoaring 

9r T. GBADT Z4ULAMZ 
Wmt-Tr— Prut $UtfWm*r 

ALTAMONT— The sta** **- 

::sd this morning tt wtnld 

not pursue efforts to obtain a 
permanent padlock Injunction 
on the main education building 
at Highlander Folk School 
located near Monteagte, Tsnn., 
but that it would seek revoca- 
tion of the school's enartar. 

After approximately tsro and 

a half hours of legal argument 

K f fw-*". the state and Defense 

Atty. Cecil Branstettar of Neeb- 

\v\\\t, a selection of a jury was 

j Judge Chester ChatUn over- 
j ruled a demurrer filed by the 
; d-'ense to an amendment to 
[the original bill against High- 
i lander Folk School. Acaoag 
; other things the demurrer ae- 
iserted that the "orgtnal amend- 
j ed bjJl ahowe on Its face that R 
jit multifarious." L • , 

\ Atty. Branstettar also argued 
) that the chargaa against High- 
lander Folk School were "a 
'shotgun approach trying to find 
something, I a arums." 
| Relative to the amendment by 

! Partly Cloudy, ; 




ATTY. CECIL BBANgTETTEB JUDGE CHESTEB CHATTD* 



the state that Highlander Is 
conducting tntentcial classes In 
violation of a state node fac- 
tion. Atty. Branstetter argued 
that lntagrattoo has been Vid 
to be aneonjtitttttoaal. 

However, the stats argued 
that what salffct be constitu- 
tional far state schools saay- not 
be constitutional for private la* 
stitution*. The atats also argued. 
In answer to the defence charge 
that the eonstltutsonal right of 



the school had bean violated 
under the 14th A»endmeat, Mat 
a corpora tkm If an artifWeJ 
body and to not a cfUaan of the 
United State* • ..■....-»- 

Atty. Branstettar ' ■■■ unfed 
that the corporation to a ef ttoatt 
"and caaast be denied protac- 
tion of the tows of the Unload 
Statea,* 

Atty. Branstettar -told lbs 

(Oeattoaei aa Faga 7, Oceana 1) 
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HIGHLANDER 
CHAtTfrHlT 

<C«ttaiied Proa* •*»*, i) 
jwrt ti*t Rtrhiamirt- r<>* 

Ftfco©} admH* that K ha* o%- 

****** "*i»«Mt ainca 11 Wru 
•?" tt year. afe. "^ 

rn^n Hl*;h.*nrtor fro* .*,.. 
r7* ^ commercial activity 

eouJd be submittal relative to 

S^M U ^ JOn ? f »' hrth *r or not 
HichiaaAer has violated the Jaw 
by. bavia* ktUgnuoa M it*' 

However. thV. e tuffuUDn, 

, lm . il; : '•l'"**** end a abort 
time attar aelaction of a jury 
to haar Uie cm*. ^^ e**W | 

■ nCTOENA PROTESTED 

The a>fen*« .^ l>b>ected to » 
i ubporna requiring Mvlea Hor- 
t«vBi|hland Folk School direc- 
tor,, lb brt» to court a ma*. f 
reccrde of fee school M n p„ ratl0B 
At, "^r TV .fc L - ri req)) eat^ w 
tae itate were the corporation a' 
Jytow, **4 charter, *n minute*; 

»-: i o. *a>. ail record* of done- 
Don* to the achoo] and the 

y".2 "*? P' e <kmo « «JI record* ' 
*nu re.-fpt, «*d al! trajufer. of j 

A'-.-rney Brarutetter told the 
*--.. tn*t *ni* would require 

. "*..' "'^a* »M! '««in bo»- 
ear lo**« of record- He front 
* »- t-v that ffti. *a# * n ov 

«■*. *>on ma** by the atafe yo* 
I'.orv afternoon, * ' " ♦ ' . 

IV S»AH V amanie, than 
JUSl- *"***• ™bpoerMi a. 

«<***« Ch#Uir, remark** 
*b:!i:!« today Mr Br*_n*tM*aT 

'T*- i T -tj. o^fc. a, r <aST 

JUoaft *v^ vsi •BdaT "W.^CaA 



t»« eourt Toom w»a HUod. to 
«4a«««f' and • nuanW f# Mr- 
'■U^^taig «K«*«e tfc* 

4 Mmw ftmuwftv. 
« Atty. «elty, aUty. Qm.. 
•toan i| aaalated by Atty Ami 
PoSc rUtrtaU»h, af ft^e&toatt 
•out* pmatAan k«y«r. . . 

Th# oYopfrinf af Hu ftsafa 
off Art to Wva « ponsABOBtfod- 
)o«k Injunction pi&cmi oal anffm- 
laadrr'a main adueation VwfkHnf 
ntouta %k*t tko-'Wfock wiQ W 
f gf oo vod from that ■vMdinf-bn- 
mooHaUry. ftw «uUdii>< «ma 
j>*4locked aeveral frteka »fo 
tftir a A«arinf oo a temporary 
padlock proteedtive; Juaf* Coot' 
tin ot that Urn* fouod tftat toor 
had Wen Mid in taat tuUdtAf 
by Hijfhlanrter without A 
and to minora 

The atate aaid thia 
that it ta oot tnotlnf 
arty Individual cormeetad with 
HijrhiArido*. iMt thht ita *£&m So 
aimed at the corporation ttaoff. 

Atty. Branatattor AAoS taM 
atata waa "on o fUWof aatpedt- 
tlon." mhrn Jt aoujht tht reoorda 
it Bif blander. U* aiao nmAfftoot 



thewaah it*, hand* before it come 
"of into too iourtrooir) Uu* morninf 



JilndkUdosResult 

i ' Jm. • • al ■' t f «4 * J 



on another occa*ioo that 
atat* i* oommituqf Acta 
oppreaaiort." 

-The otate **« not cow* -, . 
thia court with clear. Ja^dt, Qj Highlander KQIQ 
the defer,** attorney ttaflU * _. 

-Go waoh yoar handa.l Atty ALTAMOrTT. Tonn^ <*^>- ^ 
Ocn Sloan mutton '"W**™*?^**™?*?^^ 

Whan Atty. IUUv W l tA-A 5 •«« •• • ..«« « *• « 
addroaa th* court, 'be apoi<HteO< lo*J|ftr- > ^ • « ^ * - 
for the «o#>ct of the «Ut* to' T he aebo oi offlcla!, Mr*. Srp- 



Um* Otrk, wa* tod*ct*d oa » 
eharire of wiutky po**e**Jon. 

The three aaco, «mo arero tak- 
atf port » ■ wortaoop At th* 
■chool. were Bretrt EuaroB aara*- 
I date, a, Lo» Anfoka* 
1 Hjjgbe* Cariwaa. ■ 

Kh>»; and Ptrry 
, Shelter Wand He^i 

Tbey were cborfod with- ^ 

drunkenne**. resirtlnf Arroot AM 
h»t«rferln« with An ««o*r. • __ 
, Caah bond* poslod by Bw four 
I At the time of their arroat ••»• 
laoes oontinuod..- 
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Highlander Hearing Open* Today; 
MrvrOark, 3 Other$ Are lndk**i~~ 



By Nouiox 

CItNiMaM Timi Stt/f VftMv 

AlTAHQJfT, ltan. — The m-| tacts* «^ ttow ether* m 

tie ewurrtain courthouse ajnajsrcharfes of fwa ys al n g mo o n s hin e 
the colorful maple* in the owaty wWiky at the school. 
■eit of Qnmdy County will be th«! Indictments were returned 
sctUns Tueaday of the second act;»*a Monday a«ainst Hre. 
lntb»cumntHff»!drMi»tnaOrt 1 »«pUm» Clark, the education 
"HuhlandeT folk Seh eot Host Erector; Brent «ttf*ne Serke- 
Go- !dale, S3, Lee Angeles; Guy 

Opeaiajr la Grundy County clr-jHufho» Caxawan, *2, Um 

Angeles, *nd Perry Sturgeaa, 
3*. Shelter bland Heights, NT, 
Circuit Court Clark Kre. Flor- 
ence Bouldin revealed. 

Mrs. Clark was indicted on a 
charge of p ose b ooJ o c of whisky. 



ctiit court it the beartn* to which 

th" attorney jreneral of Tenne*- 
.***'* ista jwijcuu CUtult wiu seek 

an order raroklnf the JS-yearold 

charter at the institution which 
^conducts fcttterated classes and _ 
'workshops aad pursues a policy j™ tnroo men, wpo wsrs Ualag 

of a*™**e Bbershs*. | pert ta a workn^ at the school 

-»— «— _.* w ^ m -mi U»"t July Si whan county and 

M .TL £. f'ttate officera eUged a raid. 

move saamst tkiKlart wa._ to- ^^ ^j^^ 

mK-Sepiemoer. wfczr, tM •ttor-^ ^^ ^^ wd ^^ 

nrv xaarai. A. r . nwen 01 aomn , ^ ^ ^ ^ ta ^ ^ 

Pm.***. .ought a temporary to-j^^ ^ hU ^^j ^ 



junction against the operation of 

the school on grounds It wis a 

puMic nuisance. 
Kijfelandcr lest a. preliminary 

round Moaday even before lha 
I hearing • pan ad when the 
•Grundy County fraad Jury in 



j4icte4 the achooli wSucaUoa oi- Boa P»f» Twe, Catania Three 



Cash bonds, poatad by too 
four at th« time of Jheir ar- 
rests, wara otmtinuad, lira. 

Bouioia said. No fiat* was set 
immediately for thai* trial. 
Orai B Judft Chaster C Chat- 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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«?-• 



— "-•■'■ "—' nil 



,OS BIG RLAS DER 

I yr awa rii* Os* 

Ittn at fkat ttsaa afreed to the nad- 
itocWrtg af m* boilduut aawnc •» 

ttoscn or saore on the Isomers 

cams**. He ruled that the stake s 
'attorney had proved a charge that 

beer had been dispensed Dletnlty 

ta the ace buUdine. but that as 

proof had baea subwtttad to sub-; 

stantiaW eharaes af rowdy and, 

botstaraus oondurt or of loose and 

isnmoral practtoes at the school. 
Arty. Cen. Stoac. to addition to 

stucklnr rfiiWsnder in the haar- 

mit •oenhMC Tuesdaf an «ia 

; eharaes af .bis ortslnal Ktittan, 

(will seek revocation of the charter 

'on the claim that operations of the 

jnpoobl have .violated tanas of the 

.charter. 

J in addition, aiwauifo m* *«•«- 

(mv general had said durtn* the 

(first heartnt and ttoct that racial 

j Issue* were not involved, ha last 

{week fQed an amendment to his 

{petition to chance that HifWander 
!§ ia violation of a ae-vetr-old Ten- 

1 Besses law which torblds wWU 
persons and Neiroes from sticod- 
tar. the same classet. 

Mylf* Horton, founder and pres- 
ident of HirW*nder, and other* as* 
ftocvated with the defenae ha^e ax- 

' pressed some mi'art swnfwprd SGT- 
\ prise at the amendment. 
: "We are wilUng to stipulate that 
Hurhlander U integrated," **« 
'Hortoo. "We hardly aee how It fct 
poasrbie, thoufh, to be to nois- 
tkm ot a statute already held to be 
invalid by both state and federal 
courts." 

IV actions in circuit court foV- 
iowod by several months an tew** 
fixation by a special oommitiM 
af Tennessee legislators, d^ktiif 
eridenca of subversive activities 
at tha institution located a few 
i^eskouih of here between Tracy 
CJty e*4 Mootearle, this oam- 
Mlttee visited the school and held 
aavaral s ea a ioni to W?»f «**J: 
timony, out came up with a tenon 
i Kjj pH w f tm oeihiof motf »pe*a«e 
5a* <j*l'»M acboot «M to- 

^^Sl vi.w^TanoQ^aTiraers- 
Chatttnoora, Tennessee 
11-3-59 -Mertlh Oche. Editor 
JUsolrilld Pivlsjoii 
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HIGHLANDER CASB 
giyen RACE ISSUE 

Sloan's Petition Against 

Sohoo! Amended, Holds 

State Law Violated 



Sj MOVZON fTOIl 
. *£»•«••*« r«Mi Iia/7 VrtMr 

ALTAMONT, Ttnn.— The to 
«u« tf integration hu Wn to- 
Jected Into the Highlander Folk 
School mm which reepena her* 
aext Tu— da y morning. 
' A. T. <Ab> Slots of South 
Pilteburg. kttorney general for 
ttnniMk'i ISth judicial drvuit, 
wm will direct the effort to 
hftv* ih« echool'e charter re- 
voked and th« institution ekwed 
**>r*Bar>entry, amended hi* peti- 
tion to tarhxte the refcial ieeut 
St en appearance before Circuit 
7ud£« Choiur C ChatUn *t 
H'incheeter Tueeday^ 

Ths» lateet move in the coe 
by Atty. Gen. Sloan chargee 
that racial integration practiced 



at Highlander Folk School to again agate that integration Sb] 
ft vtototten of ft Te»nee»ee **»[»**■» *■"* j".^ *g* r _ 



arte which, the yetldK «?*. 

eiarea It to he unlawful tor wbiteje* Oct St in a fecial mtervtoer 
and ecJcred pereona to ftttdftd puWtohed by *X3oncara," ft 
the nunc echooi. 1 * 

Prior to tbia, the attorney 
general wa* predicating . tto* 
charter revocation aawt an the 
•ame allegation contain** to 
the petition for teenneeery pad 
tec* which brought Cbe he 
reeuKlng Sept It hi 
cloeing Highlander** 
tratlon 
number 



hearing 



building. Although fti 
of ehangai Wftve made, 



monthly magaiine pubUabed Si 
Naahvitle by the National Con- 
ference af Mtthodlat Youth, •* 
oaylng that tntegrtUoa had, 
nothing to do with the etaie^ 
cane. Thto point, the puBbcav 
turn pfetad, waa ratoed ftpacuV 
_ . . m caily and the attorney genera) 
."rff jaald the racial fueatloa waj not 
Involved. 



"It to townatertaV he wai 



Judge ChaWn at that ^-^iSeyteecnTu kSi a. It hTwMta 
U^omly the charge of g^jthe U w. It to «pt> the torirrldanl 



dtopeneinj of totoxlcatlng he w er 
agee had been proved. 



tf be want* to wcfeUae wlS> ftflj* 

, Allegation, fa tlu» i^tton^^^^iSe^^V 
that toe echo©! had been the wefa,tton at Highlander eheajd he 
ecene of Immoral conduct and i nc orporated hi the ooapiehat 

'•tigbUng, quarreling end drunk.; ^i^ the institution and afiegee 
enneae." Judge Chattin rufcdjjg h \ s « merriment: 
had not beea proved hi eeert. i That eajd corporate- defendant 
Cedt T Bvnefrtter of Waeh-fhgj violated (he provision* of T*n- 
viiie, attorney for Highlander, 'nesse* Code Annotated 414701 
conieaeed to Kune •urpriee ftt which, declares It to be unlawful 
the attorney generefa amend- 'lor «hite and oelored peraoni 1o 
ment "Aj X undenrtood It," aued^tteod the aane achool. in that It 
BreneteUer, "the attorney gen-. it now and ha* tn the part oon- 
eral hat aald time and time Unuouily operatod raid achaool on 



?V^1 
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The Chattanooga Tir.es 
C*>. .' -noo^a, Tenro-:* 1 

16-29^59 
Martin Ochs, Id It or 
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• tatefrated 



wherem kefs and Hart totery. 
wafts vmS Kef* safe at DeobeL 

mine 



er*s enflr any* of 

mvp* tefeekthor 



tfvtoUitan* ft* j 

■aitaiu frastnitisa of 

at aad objectives tor which sail 

afeendant *u aworpotetstf taijl reflected the 

asnstlfcited entrciee of upre Ttrrjwf— i It (frvady and 

act* end fovea, ana* tor an ofjii a a llM . "Tho 

Which ft* eharler shotfkj W 

eUred tartoft and aorlaeftar *t!J 

and void." . ..--•.' 
The attorney peaarnl to rsruoat 

lag a Jury klel 

; The c«j» will §et und>r way the 

momlnt of Tuesday, Nov. I, With 
.arfumeflt* on Highlander '■ *te- 
'murrtr to the ertjj^nei till u 
{amended. 

Ta* wKh BoHm 

I In addition to the interview 
with the attorney ceneral, too 
.MetbodUt youth publication "Con- 
cern,'* printed to tatervtew with 
Myl'-J Korlon, president sad 
fonrvVr of Hifhlender. Asked to 
explain the objections of local res- 
idents to tho school* activities, 




Bt JhannuJ n anV* aiytojl 
«f «m sosn pa nyas **lfca pereiffcat 
lender of artutioe a|*a*t Kls> 

Aake'd v hu'esfatfaa of *« Sep- 
tember hearnuj which resulted la 
a decision dodnf one of hla oufld* 
lnri temporarily, Morton eem- 
merited "It wu a dignified, prop- 
arty oonductcd trial* 

^However," he added, "X eUs- 
arrot with the dwdatoe.** 

H10ELANDER omOIiL 
XI HIW TO&X V18IT0B 

• *#» Tor* n*** ff»> Scrvfe* 
NEW YORK -The Hlfh- 
landtr foils School la contlnu- 



"attacka lof tU interracial program la 



«ark has 

school's 
with JtUanda of tho lnotltatkat 
la t#rw York and Connecticut 
Neat woe* furthar feral actlpn 
la expected o& charges against 
lfxaOark and othar staff 
hen and aralnat tho Institution 
bo a "public nuisancer 

On Oct 11 and 12, ah* amid. 
24 ministers from six South 
am states cams to a workshop 
aoaaloa on Ways df cooperattng 
with social workers and aoelal 
security representatives In moot- 
ing the noads of members nf 
their local communities. A sec- 
ond workshop for ministers Is 
scheduled for Kov. 27-21, aha 
said.. 

Next Monday, ahs amid, for- 
mer students at Highlander win 



is to help Negroes aoaHi*r far, 



Horion noted that 

atalnjst Highlander nave keen ferlopita of eourt actions confront- j open literacy night schools fori voting and to teach them about j 
:rmm<?rou* reirsoas — subversion, hhg It seeording to the eduea- adults *on Islands off the South traffic laws, fire prevention and 
'communism, laierratei activities , tloa director of the Inatituticaj Carolina coast Their purpose) cooperatives, ahs amid. " j 
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III Office Memorandum • 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) date. 2/5/60 

SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



subject: ^SfiflGHLANDER FOI* SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed for Bureau files is one 
autostat copy of news article in Chattanooga 
Times , Chattanooga, Tennessee, issue of 1/12/60 
concerning the Highlander Folk School. 

This item relates to the pending case 
brought by state authorities seeking to revoke 
the charter of the school* 



Bureau (Encl« - 1) 
Knoxville 
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15 Oavs Granted to Statt 

for FBing of Brink fay 

Judge C C. Chattin 



WINCKE*im, Term. - As ad 



dTLonaJ 15 dayi 

w uate'i attorney* Cor flitaf briefc 

to lb« CkM kJVO.'vtfif the WJBtTW 

♦ercUI HfciilajKkr f»ik tefceoi fc 
Cnmdj Cwi»ty, C 1 T f u J t Jvdfi 
Q*eti«r C CfctGfa dJecloat* Mm 

Tbe jrertotft 4m4Um Aw Ik 
hr*tt hu Jm*. CKpir*) *.t« Mpr 
Cfcattia tafd the t*w dt*4JaM WlL 
bf Tuetdijr, Jut M. 

Tie week-lor.f hearing te which 
th# <h*»Jct attorney fKwrml had 
*r-fV •» r-4^r rt-ro*^ tfc» rhar 
.K •( IJit **■*>■* v/t 
|f e4rwif* e*>f. at *.*•*/. «*b: 
frnv t A: «*•• f*» .»*** 
fer f**e •rf* 1 * «d 
+?- l)»f* wntWr, W.*» 
4** •'■» J*«*r tu ertrnded It 
J*.-, u vtd mi hu bua rtad- 
*d ante. 

At tt»u'» B«q*«*t ; 

The *cm d*l* iu act, Judfe 
C5t«ttia **id, at the request «f & 
F. {Abi Roan at fcxitti piltJbMif. 
tae ifcrtnct attorney Th* preview 
dtlay rti fr*nt*d tl Am > r <jM »t t 
erf Cecil Branilelter « NtttvMe, 
re?rr**ratiof lS*tvi*«ie»« .. . 

In a«.*ttcr. flw c:nr.ft kr%t «j» 
ek>f«?. Attomry Br*«d*i»tteT A 
rr-i*r.'*i th»t both ik\4 to »**■ 
1 ."jl-1 or*! argument* fc the mm 
»"<*? the briefc have heea IBed. 
T- - fi'jwVrr, he uli would it 
t. : !.\t wibiis t few d*yt, - ''-'■ 

TV. Jew oral ftfTunvr.U ire ^er> 
r, ", r-J;r fUu»Jn'f 4«d«J» 
'■ "■ ■ r*'" ^r»fM «** iJ»«Jd Mm* 
#■- :•■ '. > r '-TWpy H the cue It 
a.-,--- ' tjr:-tr, lb* Sim-Wob fnafld 
h« «:'»1^vt i?.11 'tfle» ctitrwtTfc 
- -■ : i^: . »:iL::T . dtit »*«• tbt 

*-T-*"-t» W"04 ^-^49^'tB fttj 

f**-, • **' , i6 , Wl"' ■ ' <.1 
If t- : :n»f««r. t *r . . Aflt< >.** '« 

' • " ! ** "••■ ^ ■'■'.■ *«,■>-.-.■:■ 
■ : - • -.■ . ' '■•• :■:;■' ; iV {•*" 
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»m3ipp» |wy 0« w«t 
Rj^Wander ts^ifea la «vch eom-J 
■wrtitJ teirtti** tc «ZBaf 'totf'J 
•oft drtftki. naoe btod« tod Ota* 
fttni wftboui t Boeflt*. ¥hr#dHr 
*m &tl Hi^blaoder aooducttd iv 
«taD7 hilBffrtt«J eMp«tf «M 
thopt "* vtolttM» i( TesM 
1103 tefrepUon ttatute," iUA- 
Vadr, tdrnJUtef tt If txt faltr«v] 
«d te»ttt»t3on, tfferwd m 4tfmm 
m QOJ chwic taoep* Wktid 
•w tUU't teft«nttfl« Jaw 
fttdy bti ktea dtdti«4 . 
■HtnffcWJiT ~, - r - r, -iff* 
AKhouTh «> t4rti fSn<i % H 
tfenaad ttat the oMirt deckM «*j 
wchool't chtrter tcrrfetltd.^Ar 
Chftttta hu hrflAttd tat, 
•VuJEh «n ehtrfw *• 
rwocti^c «# ttw ehtxtar jjd#ht 
DirlluJ rttttt - "-* 

ttim ft up tOker 

tart tat tt*Wi% 

fiadiot ttut the acho*< hu 1 
If whSth«9 Ike term* * A 
t*. 4t «rW the ehtrter 
It 0om Vm hMtitotukw. *?A m*\ 
vmt % t*c«tv«e %> BqtfdtM lb 
ttytKaX iiwj, iMlBdlaf 
W torw« «r tend. terenH !«»• 
fe* twd tthtr yrpfwrtttt. 
hatJt t c tt un bt tmoimtSAf It 
ertJ tbotmad wrifen. w*« >. 
U*» withjs ihe yorttdk^kij 4f 
the ccort tad wttita tfat rm$m*( 
"ftaedtet" wther Ihm i 
thn «rf the chart*, it the . 
1q te rm x« e Horton «a head it |ht 
acted and to datlaj* aoD tM «#K 
the owed 07 wttch the itivjk eo7> 
•eyed a mrt «f the iwwperty tf>! 
Hertoo. ^jutWhr« peooecdisdt 
•nlfht > vpfi*A m MP 
ti* u y i^ •* tht at^r*, 
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ornotiAv w«m mo. io v, 
1*10-164-01 

UNITED STATES 




ERNMENT 



Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 

: xr^SAC, LOUISVXLLE (61-42) 



date: February 29, I960 



Ci 



subject: "HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

is - c 

00:KX 



ALL INFORMATION CON 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Re Memphis letter, 4/2/59/ DAT E fy W BY^g 




The Leuisville Time^-'liouisville, Kentucky, a news- 
paper of general circulation, on 2/20/60, carried a story 
reporting that>FRIENDS .JQF ..HIGHLANDER, identified as " a new 
organization here,* Might be called upon to raise funds to 
carry litigation, in which the charter of the HIGHLANDER FOLK 
SCHOOL was revoked, to the Supreme Court, The story reported 
that the school's charter was revoked by a Tennessee Circuit 
Court on 2A6/60. ^ 

Mis3 J>ORCA^RUTHERBURG"^not identified in the story 
but known to be a wri t er, _ d ire ct or, _ producer at WHAS - - R adio 
and MHAS - TV, Louisville "stations, who has received awards 
for ""public service" programs) was identified as temporary 
chairman of the newly-formed group. The group was sald~t6 
consist of 58 Negro and white civic and educational leaders. 

The story did not directly state but implied that 
Miss ALICB^COBB, "a religious educator, former Kentucky school 
teacher and social worker," who stopped in Louisville on 
2/19/60, "on her way to clear her things off the premises" 
ot the school, was instrumental in formation of the Louis- 
ville group. /- 





According to the story, "Miss COBB told a story of 
months of harassment of the school and its staff, leading up 
to the court's contention that HIGHLANDER violates Tennessee's 
aggregation laws as they apply to private schools." She 
reportedly said, "Southerner's main objection to the school 
is its workshops teaching uneducated Negroes and white persons 
how to pass literacy requirements for voting." 

Miss COBB was further identified as a former com- 
munity-organization consultant for the Kentucky State Child 
Welfare Department fer three years, under former Governor 
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EARLE C. CIiEMENTS prior to which she worked for about ten- ■-■*, > *. 
years in the Pine Mountain Settlement School, Harlan^ Count/,,-: 
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This is being furnished to the Bureau and Knox vl lie 
for information. Mo investigation is being conducted UAC;. ^ 
Any information received will be furnished Knoxville and the 

Bureau. ... - .,:.-'.*,-■ '. --'. .....' ... , -;.-■ -^. ..."•• 
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IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
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Enclosed for Bureau files are one each autostatic 
copy of the following news articles concerning the Highlander 
Folk School. These news items relate to the case brought by 
the State of Tennessee authorities seeking to revoke the 
charter of the school: 

News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, 

Tennessee, 2/16/60 
News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/16/60 
Editorial in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/17/60 
Editorial in Chattanooga Times, 2/17/60 
News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/20/60 
News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, 2/23/60 
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ighlander 
Revoked by Court 



Judge Cites ~t 
Segregation 

Violations 

School Given 
30 Dey't To Ask 
for New Trio! 

• ALTAMONT. Tenn., Feb If «f»-| 
C!*---:; Ju&c C C Chattin to-- 
<Ia>- revoke the charter of eon- 
trorertiai Highlander Folk School 
z.~ ' r J red ihc inUTraria' adult 
OdUvSUor, cHi(«r o^ar hfir.ffagJe 
fL-ed rvfrr ffoffv-rthsr c _ 

x 1; *' 11 paj* df-.isaoa ftW sT 

. ... -i. C*-::--? O—J" C«3t. 

■..^i v\i\t4 bW arliooi lud 

.. . ^ "i <i * *.£?vii':or 

. ;. trxf li»l pe.-lalrjnf to the 
rr' f/ br*r. 

The Jtrii' rv'cd further that a 
ft- ?•» fi\\ir t.~h'v»? jroprrty to 
kyles Her ton. it* founder -presi- 
&-\. **« invalid and thftt the 
p::, -^>. ah-;j! 7C acres, must be 
tui.vJ Uci to fr? school. 

L»* OaSfwrae 






tiV r-. 



■kt-a 



■J- 



U.. -r fci-. *-... -I-* fc- <«nro«T- 

h:- x ***'- r hit itzMwfot. *p j 
i i - »•: "i; »t ■ 97-.- a: - -'ad [m- 

»••■•'■*. .--t '-■ * 

' v" '-- : ° * : i- '■' '--. rt?-5 wrj arrv^ 



«p «V **j4* «r a Inn A*/' »w-. 
DOTv gj^ea •*« laM K«veaiber. 
H* pn Highlander IB days In 
which to Die for « ww trial. 
Attsnry C—a null 
There wn no kniMitti emu- 
mrrA tna) Hi^iland<^ offWaU, 

h Nashx Ok . howeftr . OcU Irao- 
fitter, atlornf* far fcrHltMs*- 
Mkj he would file a naua hk> a 
aew trial • 

"TV oV(«i«r tu otA allofether 
■netprrtod alnce hi questioning all 
Ihe frirori »nd people in Ihc com- 
munity, a* the record ihowj, they 
all laid B>»t they did not believe 
k, and many aaia tt »m arainat 
their relijion for white* and Ne- 
groes to alt la the aaae el*H 
room," Rraoaietlrr »«W "At* 
other comment aught hi »n^'T^j 
aince thr wvttKn » «ie f^*''^ 
before • oVrfv •orwmmi-d court.' 
CWe Qwa«M 

Oiattru'i opinion aard "High- 
lander adrnru M practlcea tnte- 
tratton arrfi thai ft b a privite 
hvtitution. That h hf an adult 
education hvUtutton wa* proved 
by a prepondcronee of #*4dence 
it thf trtal " ' ' , . 

Thu. he aaid, vfc*aie« t ow g iir 
of the Tennetaee Code that pro- 
»id« 

"It ahall be iml»*-ful for any 
tchool, academy, college, w other 
pi tees of teirgmg to alio* white 
and coiored peraona to lUend the 
game irhooJ. iraderny, eoUege. or 
Other ol»^» «f learning." 
*- '- '■■n.-t^ oui*t«. Q^iite j#y 



i-rr, 



t. t fa fi*~«av of g*-"** *\ 
lotnt of fefacatton ... held that 
the foregoing tUtutt was uncon- 
autubooal The- defendant fur- 
ther insiats that the Hth Amcnd- 
bent of the Constitution of the 
U. S. forotdt Hate actwo based 
on race. 



L 



" *^w Si^irHnf Court held as 
fdhma m Ok Brown ease: "We 

conclude. that, in the field of pub- 
lic oducation on the doctrine of 
separate but oqual has no place.* 

"The relator (the state) insists 
that this holdinf does not render 
the statute unconstitutional as to 
private schools. The stafiw mat 
be isxoastituUorial tod «oul m, 
»o tberr apnfVatj** w • »»*• i 
tfwir subiert sjiaRer m *l«d •■ t* 
other part*, or, *• stale the pt-m 
Vera SBore ooocretely, they maj 
be constitutional in operation with 
respect to some persons and 
slates of fact, and unconstitution «d 
to others." 

Chatun then ruled: 

"The court b of the opinion 
that the segregation laws of the 
stale as applied to private bchcols 
are roc-t.tuiional and valid . ."." 

■^ aVtr Isle IbeeaUed 

CAatiui aijd Highlander vio- 
lated the crtminaJ laws of the 
beer on school property. 
state by permitting the sale of 

"The court," he . said, 'is of 
further opinion that the defend- 
ant! havtnf violated the criminal 
laws of i*e state in that a has 
fwraanted gat aale of beer to be 
tarried out upon jue prop er t j 
wlthostf a permit, or bctnse. an! 
p t r at 1 1 1 f a g integraLion in tti 
school, worts a forfeiture of its 
charter, the defendant hariag ac- 
cepted Its charter with the con- 
dition that 'a violation of any of 
the provisions of this charter 
Shall sufci-rt the corporation into 
dUsolution at tin irsis lence of the 
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"RifliTandfir feef] 
Wording Given 

fOLTHPITTSBUIG.Tem., 
Feb. » (UPIW y d g r Cheater 
Chattin yeaterday received the 
stale's opinion on what ahooJd be 
said In Ottttifl'i revocation de- 
cree for HifhlaMer Folk Scfaoofs 
charter. 

Cecil Branstetter of Nashville, 
deienst attorney (or the contro- 
versial racially integrated inctitu 
Uion near Montei|te, la also ex 
.►"-i*d to ouhrr-.tt a e V er t e ewn 
Wn*f «4wt tk* drfcma tknkH-' 
f>4L!d loMtiir art* t 

|* Outtia can mm etfhar or vrtlojf 
one of hia own. The eventual or- 
der will fo Into (he record and 
a receiver will he appointed to 
doae out th; affeir* of the Mtwot 

After (he decree 'l issuance, the 
defenit hai N days in which to 
appeaL 

Branrtetter had indicated be will 
ask for a new trill. * 

Chattin ordered the charter 
revocation Ut t week aayJnt. tn hia 
opinion, the school* a antefratod 
seminars and workshops violated 
*•* f**<?'i a*tr«*»iiM Urn. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



*«c 



The Knoxville News 
Sentinel 

Knoxville, Tenn. 
Loye W. Miller, 
Editor. 



Dated q. p. 1-OC 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENN 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
BUFILE 61-7511 



r*'- **-- 



^■,.'-.^;Z &/-?&(-*<! (t*\ 









\A- 



'**" , 



— e- 



.% 



9 



VV -VTv 






~— ^ 



1J*T» '•-!»" ".■-" .... "', » '"" ' 




d^rtii t 



KigbJander Hooked 
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From its Red-tinged beginnings. High- 
lander Folk School Bear Idonteagle, 
Teen,, has been a notorious, disgracs- 
fu!, leftwing. intefrationiat Institution 
-' Vjhly questionable purposes. But it 
has gone along- imperturbably, angeled 
by a band of nationaUy-kaowa leftwiag; 
quacks. ', * 

For a change, Highlander Folk School 
tow a*«ms to be in real trouble. 

Judge Chester C. Cbattin officially 
ruled yesterday that the stats chartar 
cf lis s.-bool be revoked,' that 70 acre* 
of school land given to Director Mylea 
Hirtm rfvert to* the school, and that a 
recdver be appointed to diapose of th* 
institution's properties. 

Judge Chattin found Highlander 
g*ui'ty of breaking the state laws 
sgalr-ft maintenance of a racially in- 
tffr"»'*d initiation. He pointed out 
ixat the Wtrresi Court's 4954 relief 
rr.r>> \.y kt-nrk d.wa stats la*s pro- 
»•" r ir.g i»tefr*tion in fS*Ko schools— 
i/- k d,d not attack laws prohibiting* la- 
tegratioa in private schools. A nother 



violation iav*W ed dear proof that High* 
laader had engaged ia th* illegal smls 
of beer without a license, like an ardl- 
nary bootlegging Joint Tb* third Tiola- 
tioa listed by the judge was operation 
•f the supposedly non-profit school with 
Horfca profiting la the fona of the 70- 
acre land grant. The judge also noted 
ikers were no official documents estab- 
lishing- Bortoa's salary and that check- 
writing was done by Hortoa at Us dis* 
cretioa. 

* If appeal is carried Jar enough, the 
ruling involving integration may be 
overturned. But it would be difficult to 
get around the beer-bootlegging and the 
private-profit'counta involving violations 
of the non-profit charter. 

Integration lata are claiming High- 
lander Is being persecuted because of its 
racial mixing. But the integratfonlsta 
la taking up for Highlander put them* 
sjsMs Is the peculiar posrors of tau?y* 
Jag that Highlander should be Jler- 
amted to violate the Isw to fcootlegW 
tnm for private profit because it w in- 
tagratstL , * 
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TO STAY OPEN 



. Press Conference 
Held in Woshingron 

WAS J UNGTON — ttra. Bep- 
tJma Clark, education director 
erf the Highlander Folk School 
■■•^ a-**... th. institution will 
attempt to operate deopite % 
court order abutting it down. 

Mrs. Clark auramoned a pr«n 
co.-u'ereuce at the Washington 
HoteJ io denounce the ruling 
Tuesday by Judge Cheater C. 
Chat tin closing tha 2T-yeax-okJ 

6 he pajPKd out mimeographed 
:".' -.'.(. rf*y:ng the ruling 
wai a "alow to the peaceful and 
eoaalrucijve effort* made at 
".''■■ r .^ School to 

*cLitv« racial lntegratlor in an 
•d-j -a 'J c ".a ! in* Lit uUon " 

■ - ;- .!■:.-. -; to kerp the aehool 
or^ «t, n ; the decision la being 
atp'-.>.X" lh* statement da- 

V-» rt*-v ««ig newsmen the 
*;?.. * ton'i u-U! meet Monday 
a:.i iueaday at an unspecified 
p'a.e to mske plana for cen- 
-::..: - .*.,. *>c ^♦.ionat program 
v 'f»»> lu-L/itr legal atepa are 

Jud^-e ChatUa revoked the 
icljil ciajitr Tuesday on 
grounds that beer was aold there 
liJcf *My, that integration at tht 
«::\->c: r;V.--*« „ Tenr.eeae* 
• * '' •"•- ii.it School Di- 
re* '.-r if/It* Hfrlsn had TC 
Mint of land dee tied to him from 



JC-i r. : -;,■ .. j, .,.. ^ ^ 

'--.. **-« (««« aewxjj would 

r -, - - ,- ^ ;t fc-A . tfa4t ^ 

a»«-t^ypci.-;q|; receive* tea W- 

,- it, u v- r ^ or affair, e f ^ 

. . _ .» „j. t t. tut ahe la- 
ita:: 1 «h; . < t'v.r collegea may 
v-.-. ■ ■ *»- •- f^ U4 e gcjjo^ 
*- - fcv*.t^g; e property ia 



■rt^> 
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•*• «mptertied" tkat t vocV, 

W U ti tu ca^ceJed -saJy%T 
wuaa a*ary ^nowt HaVaMi 

tfce mountain rotda tmpumkMm.- 
Mrt. Clark «J«o dMriteitad 

•»PJ^ of the Higlu«*!kf «cte«a 

JTth aiinual raport, wfeJcfc 
ahowed the acbool la pia&siat * 

workahop en eonaumera' are*. 
lema at Charieaton. 8.C., March 
*«?, another on "The CoUen 
Student and BociaJ laauea" a\ 
tha Monteagie «U A^rtl i+ 
*™ em *^)ommunity Sarricea 

luy aSF*" 011 " ** * toau ^ le 

Another •rorkahop; «*UUed, 

"Voting- and Regtat»Uon,-» i, 

•chedulffl for June « to July 5 

ao^,?' ?"* ,pent ^^ •« Q* 
fLT rut ! J>rea * "^wwc* da- 
•crtbisg hex arreat last J»b/ ft 
•Jong with three male atudenta* 
*t>o were accuaed «f dnmkan. 
at*" «nd reajsting arreat^^ 
8ha aaid aha waa to Wa«h- 
Ington to attend a national um- 
ference of "Now /National Or- 
ganiaauoo of ^n«> Svt ^^j. 
»y in *>3ucatir;" ght added 
that ahe ia a r+«' of the Ameri- 
can Jewlrh Ctgreaa KaUonal 
Women a Divi/on. 



*"*•»-- 



V>--*V- : • . 



Chattanooga News- 

Froe Press 

Chattanooga, 

Tennessee 

2-20-60 

City Edition 

Lee Art era on 9 

Editor 

Page 3 

Column 1 

Knoxvillo Division 



HIGHLAND] ■* FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENN 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
BUFILE 61-7511 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEj^yk 




:_;•,:.*.,•./.■. .<i 4 -.; •-'■■.*■ 



iXws-M 



> IT 






^ir 






.=** 




A legislative tommitte*. invntJfitaS Hljn- 
laader Folk School, Bear Is* ooteajle, following * 
recommendation in January 1M& from Arfratinf 
Attorney General Bruce Bennett, wfco Mid Omitf . 
Highlander were In hia district he would elote It 

Today Mr. Betmett, who came to NaanviBe *' 
year ago to consult with the committee, 4aasgr*a£* 
Something ir.uct ba iotse to counter all the nifirV 
ful publicity Arkans&a haa received in the iefre» 
f ation eootrevtrey. But whatever one may thin* 
of Highlander— and, aa we have atated, we are-ncd. 
*nd hare not been parttaana of th# ach#al— ^t 
•tanda closed In a mnn , .im«n , il case of peraecuttca 
and political aetf-g'iOriflcaUon that does Ifcaaaa* 
Se* damage in'tha eyea of a freedom-loving nation- 

The General Aaeembly't committee, altar a 
$3,000 Inquiry In which Gov. Ellington iho»«d * 
bot&b!« lack of enthualaim, directed District At- 
torney Eloan of South Pittahurf to |nvaatigaU 
the poaalbility of closing the school. Two of the 
Assembly'e b^at -known extremista, pushing the 
;.rcbc, hinted of subversion. 

At no time in the trial of the ease, however, 
b»s subversion been charged by the state. At 
one time, in fact, the charges were reduced U> 
gelling be<*r without a license and personal gain 
by High lander a director. My lea Horton. Testi- 
mony showed that some beer had In fact been 
sold and that Mr. Horton had been deeded prop- 
erty at the school in return for a number of yeara* 
service without ealtry. Mr. Si-ian atated at otte 
pcir.t that ths aebooVi policy of integration ainoa 
If: 2 h*i "not e> thin? in tht world" to do wttk 
the ca*e. *"lt la up toihe Individual If he wnnta 
tr> sseiatfK rttfc c*!or*r ; *#ord*~l defend the law.*. 

Bj! the aesrt-gtUoiu- section and Ua exploit*'' 
t-m b'-.c in fast, clssef H:jt!andaf. .:', ' '. "* 

Judge Ckesier C. Cfcattifl finda thst.lnttfrsf.t 



•Mi 



Th« Chattanooga Tims- 
2-17-60 

Chattanooga, Term. 
Martin S. Ochs , 
Sditsr 

Cns-xvills Division 



HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONT ■ AGLE , TENN 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
BUFI ,E 61-7511 






X ■; ■■:/ 



t 



■ '■ ■ T "l '.'•■*■ .-r*» -•■■. t 1.-- 
t-- a f..\fcU acLc-ol riol&iea Tennessee law. 
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, ;.:■***• ** ****** *° ** **«■? «Pr*Ai 
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ADOE CHESTER CHATTlN 



By T. OCADY GALLANT 

Judge Chester C, Chattin to- 
day revoked the general welfare 
charter of eontrovertiaJ Hjgh- 
|&nder Folk School and ruled 
that a "receiver will be ap- 
pointed by the court to wind up 
the defendant'! affair*." 

The Judge's brief eu re* 
carved at AJtamont, Tenn., the 
county aeat of Grundy County, 
th!a morning around B o'clock. 

Judge Chattin aieo ruJed void 
a deed whereby Mylee Hortem, 
founder and ^director of Higb- 
lander, had been presented with 
some 70. acre* of school land* 
••for back salary." 

This land win revert back to 
Highlander -Folk School proper- 
ties under the rujing. 
\ Judxe CbatUn alao ruled that 
ji-uijiiiander wae operating a pri- 
'jvale racially integrated acbool 
J- . - 1- ' .^ — rr < — *tt- 



MTLES BOSTON 



In violation of a aectloo of the 
Tennessee Code that provider. 

"It ahall ba unlawful for any 
acbool, academy, college, or oth- 
er place* of learning to allow 
white and colored persons to 
attend the same school acade- 
my, college, or other places of 
learning;."* 

In his opinion, the |odg« 
stated: 

"Defendant (Highlander Folk 
School) admit* that it preeUoas 
integration and that it is a pri- 
eite Institution. That H km 
adult education institution was 
proved by a preponderance of 
evidence at the trial -* ; 

"Defendant insists that the 
Supreme Court «f the VM. In 
the case of Browa tb Board Of 
Education . • . JWJ that ato 
forecoing ftabjtef w*s ojnoon 
stitutionaJ. Tec sWmdaat far- 



ATTT. GEN. A- F. SLOAN 



ther insists that the lata 

Amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States forUda 
stats' action baaed on race. 

*Thl Supreme . Court held at 
follow* in the Brown Case: *Wa 
conclude that t» the field of 
public education on the doctrine 
of separata but equal has no 
Jriaoe.* 

-The relator (the State -of 
Tennessee) Instate that this 
holding- does no* render tb* 
statute unconstitutional as to 
private schools. The statute may 
be unconstitutional and void as 
to their application to a part 
of their subject matter, invalid 
as to other parts, or, to state 
tea problem m<** concrete**, 
they snay be constitutional la 
operation with rasped to eons* 

(Coafkraei ae Fage I, Catena g 
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<Owttwe« Fmi hfi J) 

persons end otstet of fact, and 
uncxmatitutinoaal as to others." 
Judge ObaUin then ruled: 
"The court is of the opinion 
that the segregation laws of the 
state m applied to private 
schools are constitutional and 
♦sUd..,." 

R2XR SALS 
*fce court found that High- 
lander Folk School violated the 
criminal law* «f the state by 
permitting the sole of beer on 

I school properly. 
Judfie Chattin ruled: 
"Tb* court it of further opin- 
ion that the defendant* having 1 
violated th«> criminal laws of; 
U« state !r. that !t haa per- 1 
mitt*; the eale of bctr to be 
carried out upon Ita property; 
wfhnyf % permit, or license, and 
pcrtr.itu.tig integration in ita 
•choo!, works a forfeiture of ita 1 
charter, the defendant hiving 
accepted ita charter with the 
eendition that "a violation of, 
any of the provision* of this 
charter thall subject the cor- 1 
po rati on Into dissolution at the! 
insistence of the state." j 

Jiidpe Chattin alao noted in 
hi* opirJon: 

"The court la of the further 
cy ■'•'■-:. that in the view of the 
firidr:jrr of the Jury to the ef- 
fect u-nt Mylca Brrt'-n. prfrt- 
dent of the o>/«nd*nt corpora- 
tion, -fcaa been operating this 
ac/."c! for Li* own personal 
gsi.i is wuch a misuse of de- 
fer. j ,::m charter at vc-rks for- 
feiture of same ." 

The Judge alao §1*1*5 in hit 
ej.Ir.:jn; 
.Tne prrr wderano* of the 
r 1 "-" ■■: '-■ LI* v" «.'. tiMt Myles 

«-■:■. :f h-jj^. *\-*k*eUe Jm- 
i- t * by the de- 

lw--iir.t. Htlaiaader Folk 
JIArt. Ttit he handle* ail the 
jy—*.- &.' vta school That al* 

tteu.fj *&*« stay Justus was 

jths s^c-^.tr-' i** treasurer of 
iU^ ar'.^ti, *jre did x»t write 
tt» abaciii or aaadja th« C- 
] career of th# aehool 



WirniiLLCBIdll 

*Tke f^aMert, VyVa Knffiaa, 
k**B*<i tfJ- f m II «< bu de- 
fendant lb vnti «n tffc» 
ch«Ju, or doaigruitod •omoooe 
vban ha was away, te writa tb« 
ebocka He bad oaed tfca defend- 
ant a money to pay bi* bnnaa 
bold aeryasrta. 

"Ha rearod a &mlly «t tbt 
defendant a property and an tba 
axpenae of taklnf care of bim- 
oelf and family tbrouj h S5 yoara 
ware paid out of datftsdant't 
funda. . , » • 

-Horton iatUflad tbat durtnff 

tjje flrat yaara jft the school be 

put everything Into t3* build* 

tef of th* achool wfth the Idea 

of rdtinf tt out of tba school st 

a later data. Hortoa •testified 

that for tho put few year* be 

baa been receiving a salary of 

aorne $9,000 annually. However, 

b* was unable to produce any 

record of directors, ot executive 

j council, having flaed hia salary. 

[ Tba inference is that • bo fixed 

jhia own salary, 

) "There isn't any proof that 
:the governing cffJcera of the 
I defendant echool have ever pro- 
; tested any of the acta of Hortoo 
[in the Illegal operation of the 
■ school. 

The charter of tha defendant 
providea: The general welfare 
of society, not individual profit, 
la the objective for which this 
charter la granted, and the 
members are not stockholders 
in the legal sense of the term, 
and no dMderdr or profits th&U 
be divided amoffc tfewo." Judge 
Chattin'a npinkjl stated, 

Tn« p*l*ft, wfte reaiae* at 
Winchester, gay tkai defendaxt 
S r £-y* In artLrfto appeaL 

Mr. Horton could sat W 
reached by telephone.. 

put. Atty. Gen. A- T. Boon,. 
South Pittsburg, Twia, ta out; 



•f towa "and oouJd sx4 b« 
laanbed aayx*eii,t»^- ft* % ms 
t+4 «M sceats toss 



,tV* 
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Highlander rplk 

He »aa aaslatcd by C. P. fiwaf-i 
•ard. assistant district 'otterDOy! 
eT»«crsJ. Osjylcm, Term.: AUy.i 
Allan Keliy, South -PittatocrgJ 
and Atty. Sam. p^ suuletm,! 
South Pittsbua. .^X^- *-'. J 
Atty. Ijocfl sWnslitter if] 
Naahvine was chief steamy for 
the defease. .- ^ - .- ^. -^ ; j 

Atty. Cesry.'roaehed by tsle-[ 
phone is Jasper, Tone bad this, 
to say concerning tbt serial nn 
of Judge ChatUa;^. ,* r . ' 

*^Por the state we feel that 
Judge Outline ~oVdsion waa 
entirely correct baied ifptin the 
uncontroverted evidence to the 
record and the provisions of atw 
applicable thereto. 

"Judge Obattto'e opinion If 
Tery thorough and well-rea- 
aoned and ahowa that be baa 
fully given regard to the 
theories and Insistence* of both 
the relator (the state) and the 
defendant (Highlander Polk 
School). 

FEEL RULING TO STAND 
"We fed aaaured that in 
•vent recourae to the appellate 
eourta is had. Judge Cbattm's 
decision will be auatained on all 
decisive point*,* Atty. Kelly 
aaid. , . \ ^ ^^ -< ■• 

• ». T ^ e A - * ° c ! * **"« ^"s >« 
.Nashville reported t b a t Atty. 
Brsjistetter etUjreay for High- 
JendcrlPdk StLoot, m n % 5oa 
J comment: * ' **: 
j The dedsfmi "was not alto- 
gether unexpected since in Ques- 
tioning all the jurors and peo- 
ple in the community, as the 
record shows, they sU said that 
they did pot believe in and 
many aaid it w*j against their 
religion tor whites and Negroes 
to ait in the same ctaasroonL 

"-Aay other comment might 
be improper since the matter Is 
sj- pending before a duly con- 
stituted court,- tba Haahville 
attorney said. . 

Mr. Hortop eald that be has 
tafked with R r, Braxeal. dean ' 
of Korehouae College. Atlanta. 
Ga., and that a meatiag of the 

'taie •.-.. t* i esA' sooetisac. 

* *^ d ^* - «^tart win feoed 
an all 3? oert« M+ taOowtmg 
*£, bad at tbhr-Oae wW ***£ 

*vv*-we m'mi dft,^ Jtoion «abL. ■ 
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
HONTEAOLE, JTENNESSEiC 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed for Bureau files are autostat copies of 
newspaper articles relating to the suit filed by the State 
of Tennessee against the Highlander Folk School seeking to 
revoke the school's charter. A decree was previously handed 
down by State Court revoking the school's charter. 

The enclosed autostat news articles are described 
as follows: 

"Highlander School Asks ACLU To Help** - Knoxville 
News Sentinel, Knoxville, Tennessee, 2/24/60; 

"Judicial Decree Hits Highlander" - Chattanooga 
Tines, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/26/60; 

"Highlander Decree Wording Given" - Knoxville News 
Sentinel, 2/23/60; 

"Highlander Decree Filed" - Chattanooga News Free 
Press, 2/25/60; -. 



"Reds' Victory Design Noted" - Chattanooga News Fr 
Press, 2/25/60. 
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Asks ACLU To Help 

HONTEAOLE, Teoo-,- F*. **, 
*t-Highl**ier Folk Schod ho* 
•iked the Amertew Ctvtt Ubei^ 
tie* Union for help in ui«jUiii*»* 
* Circuit Court <Jed»i« revoking 
the lmemcUl tdult edwxtioii 
center'* i*-ye*r-okl general «* 
tire ehertor. ■■■■- -<■ "\" - ^ 

fliis wm **dosed T\ie«d»y w 
members of the mouKUia «*«f« 
bout} of <to*cton •• ther *L i 2£* 
ji** -Ait nun* to toke te RfU- 

I log" the otote ecUon. 
Uy\e» Hortw, RigNmder jHri- 
dent w>d on* of tu lounden. »jM 
w> decision would eome in« W 
•«e«tt« Ww ^ •"*■» f 

I' Porta* rwforUii •♦ ^**ff 
Lo ^ 4CU=. •wwjw 

week by Judge Choiter C O-l 

. receiver to •■« u « ^Lff 
lUlrt of the »*me«iil»JJ 

two »A««I ftw ber * * W am ^" 

nc5,ce tesreBttion Uw «M »• 
XoU. teM November • Ju^ 

A oi ^^* ^Jjtjj 
SS Upeol to ** »*^^S^_ 






Vi-.* 



> •..•'Ai.(i- ,' .. 



The Knoxville News 
Sentinel 
Knoxville, Tenn. 

Editor. 
CfT^f Edition 

Dated ^ * *»-V ^^ 



^51 



Page _ 

Re Bi^lander Folk 

School. Kant ee.r*e, Terr 



I 




^4 

f'"*- •..'4,1 -"" J**' S» ' *-..».'•'-» V?^ ;... , 




^JbJ-12- 



wJrrq rSSTJSE 






m 

fm 



¥»?^ 



*■*■■"'-"*». 






*v 



.*? 



'-vSfc/'-Vi- 



** 



"**!#*&?£»?- 



'^i^**^^*.' 



il 



-f^: 



u 



HITSH1GBUBER ECS 






Order Formally Entered 

to Revoke Charter of 
Honteagle School 

'ALTAWONT, •JVnn. — Hl*^l-uvd- 
«r Folk School** cherler wt* re- 
w - - ■ .■! iv,. ■-•w-o'j at««ti »*r« 
fttM«« «.ii ifc* restdcRtiel proper- 
ty «.t:,:- t*i bwn fletski to JtMet 
Mr*-— — m |<*i_s»«*d t* t>* ****-! 

5v..'»j» a. t-.e on«f'> ovKu 4 .***! 
c^,<. t «* n Crunch' Count}* «Jr- 
*o.' c; .rt .*st Kov ember. 

CT;-i*.*ui trf &* ©ontrorereUl 
•■j- ; e"-uCi'Jor> ichao". vert di- 
tv^-'l t- the cot.rt to prepare 

%.. ... .'. C!~ ,-S £ r 1:. T.!/rTY of «U 



»W* 



**%! 

* 



«ir 






.'j »-!t1 f record of 0* "p-fcce-i 






_ .„ .,: t «- l.ju •>-#•■ sfc 

j; J*. is fcV* e*!f«ct tmrr-o-U*' 

■ ■ - ■ ;.' Jr.; j-,>*r:ed ifc-.vSyj 

., .'-.'. *i-d£ close aY.TTjj 

* ... .-. a* ::■■•-* ai eon.rf**iy 

..•n_.il- <S: ?ee. _. L 

rr v. jT9**«f»if Oj>«r»ti«ei 

.-■ .«■-:=- ef South P!t!i- 
* J- »rif. - *r****-.tr, tt.it! 

- •■ v- * . "fxivf. t* "4T- 
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. J .j i, , ' .v. V^. $V?- 

* .. < f-iv Aith^j* 

i . - -■:* Ft 

** ♦—■•Ail ir-- m- 

*. r>~:riflon *? •»•? 
... , ■ -» r » r *./-.* 

v__r- *jtu4-S -W-! 



Wd m« trocB IbmMih »cd «ta^iut 

"Tr tW* nwiMin I •», . 

ttse» •oenrV.t.T. 1 luv ^ ^« »bmte4 tor tin Mraont! 
*U wotrty hmt, fcut| fT^L.*^ 1 - MrtoiC-ltat ftj 
I *U t**0. I biv* Ucaftt J» ! b* 3 TloMted «Ut« kvs to wmar 
wn fcr Aottiur, U Wl tart *•" "* •*» ««»* *tfl>o^* ft. 
h* to te*di wm. mort m #* ,•«•, «-^ 5^*t Ju e«tr«tk« m t 
•amt 00E!«wlMtJon. , * -»^tur lBt^irt!f4 tchool w»a is 

A feet fc-u-tf-rri* n am ^ .*1oita«B <tf Um «ts|t'i «n-stt)«e 
«m •cbool »rowtT to Morton to *«• ■- ~" : - . ■ ■ 
Htu of *tl*rr fcr to* j-«« «Jrtat ^>« «J*» f*K »■* wto- ^Qi 

ttUsb U ro«ip-fl m mlwu *^ w^ifiw -3»*t : — 

tJoo -res «eclar*d «ul! »4 »^- rsvi •' , - ^^"^** to 
iv Indn Chattta** «ro>r. tte *ffj» ■*••■ 
to»ct. taritxtlaf too r*«Wo»oo ob- toto-* • -^. • 
«v.c4 by fttorion. rrwto to ttx ^ -*■ 

o-ii ii v 

J^>*ttor 4 *>V-4I 
toft*** 

to* flyrr **^s brfcro «a *»oeal of 
to* decijeaL tfc* txecuttto a»o> 
CO of toe ocheoJ, *hkh *vu to 
■eyslot. »-ben toe order f|i Hied., 
*<r**4 Wrtaeidiy to etrrr too 
Ca&« to the I'l Susremo Qburt 
|f jteceuary, os &^ oooooi to **H 

#UTM. ■ " i j 

. Jtomotito, ftoM-o-r. MbUa«v 
or *-J^ %• -VMe*: to tor«u» tf ! 
fc^ «vori «4< * ; -'.r, «c>« to* 
te-lxi to lottrtty osloutod «4 
frc-*ut!ted from trtrirfouioc. «0»> 
toii-lar. oi^-lur, dtiivti-lwr. Vledc- 
tax. bTT-»*J»ec«tlnx. ouPtudertof, 
oonceUtjc o? trarwmlttiai »ay oo- 
ftet* ... to ony pcrsot, firm, «r- 
tsniayw or er.fty tncj Bkewtoi 
♦ t . froan otmoetl'jaf or oupprew- 
ifcjr toe tacwledee of toe ouovto 
OAi. Place of fcotpin* ef uqr 
•jto- 

JtJw* CW'.C'.'i ©rd/r trw tot; 
eWr *s^ if otttr torae.t K«i «1 
< '!•>' o+.-*oo**rM to.;* 5«r4**M 
Wl* •*. ^ ■ j;jm '".- m <!:» •■■■Ci - 
•i'»»*>j^cj. toe «va^ e* *#*l(|.*to 

R.--OE.V.*. *v; &r - ' ,'JW*'"ixe- 

r-y^cn,^ «# fkjotor*'i.%» ^iw 
»-.vJ a rv< '.'/i^i-:'. <■* * ro-«*i^o»i 
|» oV*^ to« i^ewarU*. «*-. fel 
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Highlander Decree 



Wor 



.M-i 




SOUTH P I T T S B U R G. Ttfh., 
Feb. S (UPIWodge Gieitor 

ChatUn yesterday received ta» 
aUte'i opinion oc what thoold «e 
taid in Chattin't revocation de- 
cm for HifhUnder Folk Setaoft 

charter. 

■Cwfl BrtnrtHler of Naatrville, 
d^V^» iPonx-y far th* 
ffl«< r»o*P? tMf griMd tod 

XI 0> Oftatt • OV^r* 
I »ui c* 4*itam 
should |D OMB Ah ordor. 

ChatUn can we either or write 
qne of hia orm. The eventual or- 
der will go into the' record tad 
a receiver will be tppolsled It 
cJm* out Ow oifalrs of the ocfaooV 

After (he decree** hwiance, (bo 
defect p& & As}* Jb *Lica te 
•ppeal . 

Br*a*tettcr fcad Jndiicalod be wfll 
ask for a new trial • .-• .- 

Guttin ordered the charter 

rtvtvcaUo* kit vrek sayVm, Is bif 
tyxlon, tv aUooI'a fc&pVed 
aer^vurs arc wortsfcapg violated 
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- ELANDS - 
DECREE FILED 

Property Inventory 
Of School Ordered 

B? T. CRADT GA1XAXT . 

ftifhUiider Folk ftthool hu] 
b*en ei^nln«3 to jireoeat on la- j 

March P In * decroc bnpiemont* 
irr r'oVfeion to rense* the] 

»•* ■ i I** .exempt caortor.i 
>«-»' yi-trtf-Bfc***. Cretan] 
Cum I '-«-.i* t,l w.*.^ ^Ai»!^.! 
aM tiJ*? 1 : "* .■■.:..-•■- J 
Ti> A>rr*e, *1\V* t» #fr«f' 

puis -t-.to foret Oh oV****) 
htr.dnd' 4<7u-n in the e*e* Fo». 
1(, uaj brought to K;». Iwu>- 
din'i eff«* la AltAjn»rt yimm* 
day morning *t 1}:S5 •V.Wrk., 
The 6X:r*< oi»o enjoin* M«*s- 




Uru-.t; FpIK tefcool from di*-. 
m:rg pf my pre pert y. or t**ao-i 

■tod* » 



U iw>.*d th/jt» ■»*■-* eho/lor 1 
•ft tM tt;r* fV**** Jtvoa ft* 
th* cc-rt* <»c*.uc; Violation 
of tfc- «tAte'» oefTefatkm low, 
tue of Urn »ctoc: lor tht pw 
•on&I gtln of MylM AJoruac 
fc:ir.4er ».'.<! director, ajvJ osio 
of beer In violation of the tt*W* 
trimiruJ htwi. .' -..--'.?...- ^ 

Jm^jf Cbeitcr C. Oattin did oot^ 
«srr •-! » receiver 1o "olod «f 
toe a^aini ' of tfcc *ci*o:'. but re- 
U.nc2T U» ttf^t ,U» 4o oo «^ 
tfc? rrcpey time. .'■ 

Ar.y jrtoitUoAf of the ore ti- 
oiora of the flecm jrjU be «&^ 
ten-.?: C r-:-!. . . 
•th* mil kj-i* ■*.*» f« mg* 



>. fte to^mtarr ef 

•wtt own.; ciHito otfTuo. ».. I 
3rifU*»4«- bU aMotnwa li- 
d«y Us«t It ortU UJu m fight 
to prcoervt Uo Ux-tx*npt.ds»r-, 
Ur to the VA fwomoo Court 
If p«C«0M27. . • ^ . v."; 

2t« ««Mn eouetl, »o»<N 

fco4i*» tK«(4> C^l*f«, AtHBtO,j 

the "rtuu-jee »f ootrotof the 
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subject: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 



date: April 11, 1960 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended the attached be forwarded to the 
Domestic Intelligence Division for their information. 
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Mr J Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

May I have a copy of your pamplet "Communist 
Target - Youth"? 

I am sending you a pamplet about a communist 
training camp in Monteagle, Tennes see. I would like t o 
know 




open and going strong. 



A/ 



Yours truly, 
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ttfefilQ^ Folk School 



Your letter dated September 6, I960, wtth/ r 
its enclosure, has been received , and the interest which 
prompted your communication is indeed appreciated. J -..,.— 



In response to your inquiry, I wist advise that 
all information received oy this Bureau is carefully 



S 1 ^ 



your lnqun 

by this Bu: 
evaluated and f where warranted, appropriate action Is 
instituted in accordance with our responsibilities in the 
internal security field. However, information in our ,. ; v 
files is maintained as confidential and available only / >> 
for official use in accordance with a regulation of the 
Department of Justice, It is not possible, therefore, - 
for me to comment concerning the organisation you mentioned. 

I am enclosing a copy of »y report to the House - 
Committee on Un-American Activities entitled "Communist 
Target - Youth,* which you requested. J- 

fry .. ■ "".«■■'.■■■.'-. -■* " -:'- ' 

Z- Sincerely yours," 
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NOTE ON YELLOW: 
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Correspondent requests a copy of the Director's 
report entitled ^Communist Target - Youth.** Corresppndent 
refers to a "communist training camp In Monteagle, 
Tennessee." She asks, "I would like to know what is being 
done about it? tt 



*•; i 



£*a 



>*&& 



'.?&?, 



Correspondent enclosed a pamphlet published by 
the Georgia Commission on Education which charges that 
the Highlander Polk School is a communist training school. 

The Highlander Polk School has been the subject 
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and 
the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due 
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations 
have never been substantiated. The Bureau has not inves- 
tigated this organization. (61-7511) 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 



- 2 - 



4-750 (2-7-79) 



XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



LJ Deleted under exemption(s) 

material available for release to you. 



with no segregable 



Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



|_j Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



Documents) originating with the following government ageney(ies) 



. _ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



) referred f 



jj > -£ . r\ ft M v/ jTh) 7~& / / *'Cld. C£. as the information originated with them. You will 

U- advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason* h): 



For vour information: 



15j The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



3. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



.__ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

Lj Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

LJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

I~1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Documents) originating with the following government ageney(ies) » 

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



( /» S. ' /** '*"•'■/ SjULL £ * CC/JCC as tlu- infonnation originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason* s): 



For your information: 



C0^ The following number is to be u 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

\ DELETED PAGE(S) X 

XNO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

xxxxxx 



■^■■i*-**" -*a.i«*A*'_ «fc»r^iJ* Ju afci. 






Vi. U ^ti'-t- J-.-T .-- T ': ' ,; , B ". 



1 




L^o 






tm 



m 



Mr. J. Edger Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




Not far from here there is a place 

called H ighlander Folk School . I was told the F. B. I. watches 
that place rather carefully and that is what prompted me to 




&k- 



^^^^^^^^^^^ am thinking about working 
,job| ■■§■■ I do not 

want to jeopardize my chance by getting my name on any subversive 
list. 

1 nope you will take this into consideration, thank you. 



Sincerely yours, 







4 



t " 



.> 



s^^p 



1 



*J 



fit 



J4J, 



REC- 22 £/— 7^/- c^/ 






ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS L 

DATE^ik 



It W)V 2£ ,960 



NCLASSIFitO 
Si BY. 










*v -.■»>>«.. 



-sTrnvsj^agg^!^^ ^ 









'-£ V $-!.'* ~' •*" *■--'.:': :>"■ V 






\.!i_=**V 








hlvj 



C-rSv^lSi 



k- :'■:■:■;: 



a 



1 - Mr. 




>^. 



, v > * * - «' ^-- November 25, i960 * ' 
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Dear ^^^^^^^^ 

I have received your letter dated 
November I4 t I960, and your interest in communicating 
with me is indeed appreciated. . . v «v ^* i: .. 

Your letter is being sade a matter of :*&?*'■ 
record by this Bureau; however, for your information, 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, does not issue f . 
clearances or none lea ranees • 4~ ?vr , i • v : * *>.-** 



--I..-' 



»■ -."at' 



* '■■•* -v ' 



I am enclosing some material on the topic 
of communism which may be of interest to you. * .-.<■■ 

. 'v ■■-■■-' ■-' > v . Sincerely yours, \^*\* v>>. 
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Correspondent states that he understands 

the FBI has had an interest ii " "* ' * 
Folk School 




to work for 



orrespondent 
he hopes 
oes not want to \ 



jeopardize his chances by having his name on a subversive 
list. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
correspondent. . .^ ; v . 

The Highlander Folk School has been the ' 
subject of numerous allegations that" it is" a communist 
school and the headquarters of communism in eastern 
Tennessee, due primarily to its interracial character. 
These allegations have not been substantiated. The 
Bureau has not investigated this organization. ;• ; < 

61-7511 

The following items of I iterature were '""■ 
sent to the correspondent. 

1. "Communist Target - Youth.* 

2. "Communist Illusion and Democratic 

Reality." ' "' 

3. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism 

and Preserve America." 

4. "America - Freedom's Champion."* 

5. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin." March. I960, with "An ..._■ 
Analysis of the 17th National •■'7 
Convention of the CP t USA.". ,- 
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Januarj r 16, 1961 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Please inform me immediately as to whether or not the Higlander 
'hJ"olfc -School- of Monteagle, Tennessee , has been listed as a 
Communistic "Front 1 *. 

Tours very truly, 
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Dear 



received. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEi^S^BYSEM 
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Tour letter dated January 16, 1961, has been 



'%; 



Although I would like to be of service, In carrying 
out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity * 
of any organization, individual or publication. I hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do 
not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

If you desire a list of the organizations which have 
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the 
scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted 
to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, 
United States Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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[Note continued on next page) 
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be identifiable 



The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist 
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the Highlander Folk School at 
Mont eagle, Tennessee. > 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Mr. To! son 

Mr. parsons' 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Belmont 
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March 2, 1961 



Mr. Callahan 

Mr. conrad. 
ft><#V>tfoach 

The attached clipping was sent to Mr. Evans _ 

the Director in an envelope post- Mr.lMaione 

marked at Atlanta, Ga. , with the ^My Rosen - 

handwritten notation: "Shouldn't *vT»ei_ 

Mr. Trotter. 

Mr. Jones 
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And Dr. King 
Join Forces 

Alkata^s Vsouthern , Christian 
Leadership Conf erence ~^- "be a^ed 
by the Rev._Martin LutherWting 
Jr.-^and T ennessee 's corrfrover- 
staT Highlander Folk School have 
joined forces to train Negro lead- 
ers for the Southern civil rights 
struggle. 

James R. Wood, SCLC adminis- 
trative assistant, said in Atlanta 
Thursday that 11 Negro leaders 
have already completed a one- 
week course of instruction at the 
school and another 15 wfll attend 
a second course in two weeks. 

He said the first 11 participants 
were Negroes from Savannah and 
Montgomery, Ala. None was from 
Atlanta, he said. 

• * * 

THE SECOND class will be 
composed of students from Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky, be said. 

Mr. Hunt said the course was 
designed primarily to instruct Ne- 
gro leaders from smaller towns, 
who will then return home and 
teach local Negroes. 

"They're being trained to be 
leaders and teachers," he said. 
"They are learning to teach sim- 
ple reading, writing, civics, poli- 
tics, economics and leadership to 
less educated Negroes." 

He said the course also included 
instruction in the elementary phil- 
osophy of nonviolence, social pro- 
test and "what prejudice is and 
how segregation works." - 



MR. HUNT emphasized that Dr. 
King's organization hopes the pro- 
gram "will quickly outgrow its 
beginnings" and will eventually 
be set up on an area-to-area 
basis. 

The Highlander Folk School, 
, located deep in Tennessee's Cum- 
j, berland Mountains between Chat- 
. Lj.i t--.»ad and Nashville, has been 
jf involved in the past in several 
" political controversies. 

If. has been stanchly defended 
by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
among others, but, in 1960, a Ten- 
nessee state court revoked its 
charter after a legislative inves- 
. Ji[f>tiaa charged thaJJ^auBjtnists 
had lectured there. 
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• IHF SCHOOL has «fi T | i ffT 

operate, pending appeal of the 
court order. 

Mr. Wood said Thursday that the 
^uthern Christian Leadership 

f*°? ls mutation might rub off, 
out ne added: 

"We find no reason not to co- 
operate with any organization that 
i^f^^. ^ development 
2LS? CJtl2enshi P <°r Americans 

conducted itself fa a manner 
wjnch u not American or^r? 

Mr. Wood said the Highlander 
cja**s are part of a t*r1e~Sui2 
framing program designed tod? 
velop local Negro leadership The 
other phases are "citiiensSr 
^ools-tobeestablisheT^Sf 
Highlander graduates and a "cor 
respondence institute" to be con. 
ducted by the conference 
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Highlander Plan Designed To Help Negro Passjfotmg Test 
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By LEON DANIEL 

Monteagle (UPI) — Highlander 
Folk School, a liberal outpost in 
the rolling Southeast Tennessee 
hill country, is quietly at work on 
a project designed to make the 
southern Negro's voice heard at 
the polls. 

Highlander is training volunteer 
teachers, who return to their 
southern communities and set up 
schools to teach illiterate adult 
Negroes to read and "write well 
• s--. literacy testa for 
voting. 

The school has traveled a rocky 
road since It was founded in 1932 
by Myjes Horton. .a jiatiye_flf_Sa- 
v annaTi.'in eegrejjation ^-minded 

The racially-mixed school's char- 
ter was revoked for violating the 

L : ':.'.c'i: Lcgttgation laws following 
a v.ide'y publicized investigation 
.'.:. T'^n.-.t:ssi:fi legislature. 
But the school was permitted to 
■oiitlriue operations pending ap- 

' *' .." court order lift- 

iii? t;it charter. 



Horton said he la prepared to 
appeal the case all the way to the 
U.S. Supreme Court But right 
now he is giving less thought to 
Highlander's legal problems than 
he is to what he calls his "citizen- 
ship schools.". 

In explaining how the plan 
works, Horton likes to talk about 
Johns Island, a rural area off the 
coast of South Carolina. Most of 
the people there are Negroes and 
very few of them, according to 
Horton, are literate. 

"We opened a school in a com- 
munity there in 1956," he said. 
"There were 208 Negroes and of 
these about 30 voted. Now more 
than 700 are registered and almost 
all of them vote." 

He said that as more Negroes 
began voting on Johns Island 
roads were built and public 
schools were improved. 

"None of this has been done for 
the Negroes by the local whites," 
Horton said. "With the impetus 
and support of the school, taught 
by local volunteer teachers, they 



have done it themselves." 

The teachers for the schools get 
their training at intensive work- 
shops at Highlander. Horton said 
he has found that learning is ac- 
celerated "when the motivation Is 
first class citizenship. 

"The mechanics of the program 
were worked out by Mrs. Septima 
Clark, our educational director.' 
he said. "I have been experiment- 
ing with the plan for years but 
she worked out the teaching de- 
tails." , 

Highlander is financed by con- 
tributions from throughout, the 
United States. Among the more 
prominent backers of the school 
are Mrs. Eleanor Koosevelt and 
Dr. Rein hold NJebuhr, well-known 
theologian. 

Horton said he founded the 
school "to teach the theory of de- 
mocracy and brotherhood," and 
the school's purpose has remained 
the same down through the years. 

A congressional "committee, as 
well as the Tennessee legislature, 
was once directed to smoke out 



charges of communism levelle 
against Highlander. 

Horton himself has been calle 
a "Communist." He «aid he is 
Democrat and a Presbyterian *m 
I'm certainly not a Communist.' 

He puts it this way: "If I wer 
a Communist, I can assure yo 
there would be a lot more Con 
munlsts in Tennessee than thei 
are now. I think I'm that good e 
educator." 



Freezable Dressing 
For Salad Developed 

Albany, CaL — Frozen salt 

dressing la a new development I 
scientists of the United States D 
partment of Agriculture. A drer 
ing made of salflower oil, wax 
rice flour, and fresh egg yolks h 
proved stable at 10 degrees Fat 
enhelt The scientists now ho; 
to give the product stability 
zero. 
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I have received your letter dated * : 
Karch 3, 1961. with its enclosure, and the 
interest which prompted your communicating with 
me is appreciated. 



J- 



'<'.; V 



While I would like to be of assistance, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, organization or publication- I 
an sure you will understand the necessity for this 
policy and will not infer that we do or do not have 
in our files the information you desire. *-. *- 

In view of your interest in the internal 
security of the United States, I am enclosing some 
literature which you may like to read. 




\v'- 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director %.- w„. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW; ,,--..,:,- -*. -.,;-- ■ ^.^/ ' '\"-v,*v- 

There are no identifiable references to v 
correspondent* 

Corespondent writes apparently in self-justi- 
fication concerning her views on integration expressing 
a segregationist* s viewpoint while stating she is not 
a segregationist. She asks whether integration is 
promoted by "communism" and then in her letter announces 
that she does not oppose integration but opposes / 
communism. She encloses a clipping from a newspaper" 
concerning the Highlander Folk School which is described 
as teaching volunteer teachers so that they may return 
to their community and in turn teach the Negro people 
to read and write sufficiently well so that they can 
pass literacy tests to vote* The newspaper article 
stated the School's charter was revoked for violating 
the state segKgition laws. The case is reported to be 
presently under appeal. Correspondent asks whether 
schools <f this type are training Negroes to be 
communists and expresses the opinion that this school's 
"leader and other ones have been investigated and brought 
to trial for Communism." She wonders who is intervening 
in favor of the School 1 s leader* : ': • 



letter 



Co 



ondent furnished an address on her 
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The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been 
the subject of numerous allegations that it is a commutist 
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern ... 
Tennessee; "due primarily to its racial character. 
These allegations have not been substantiated* The/- ':-"-' ■"'-''. ". 
Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist 
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the HFS* The 
Bureau has not investigated this organization. 
(61-7511-266, 267) 
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The following literature was forwarded 
to correspondent: -'■■■ 

1. "One Nation's Response to' Communism." 

2. "Communist Target-Youth." 

3. "Breaking the Communist Spell." 

4. "God and Country or Communism?" 

5. "Communism and the College Student." 
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